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Book Reviews 

Here are some of the comments that people have made after reading, "He's Looking for a Bride": 

A must read for a great relationship with God! --5 STARS-- 

By Joy V.: 'He's Looking for a Bride' is a Must Read for anyone who is serious about having a real 
relationship with God. Elizabeth Page writes straight from the heart to those who have a heart for God. 
She holds up a mirror for the reader to take a realistic look at where his/her own relationship stands with 
our creator. Elizabeth's straight-forward style makes the message clear - God is looking for devoted 
followers to call His own. She shares some practical scripture based steps that we can take to make that 
relationship a reality. 

Searching the depths of my soul. --5 STARS-- 

By Amanda: Reading this book really helped me dig deep into my own life and soul to find what is really 
there. Then take that information and start house cleaning. It really opened my eyes to what the Lord is 
searching for in each and everyone of us, as individuals and as couples. I enjoyed reading this book 
because as I read, there was a cleansing and refreshing wave flooding my life. If you truely are wanting 
an intimate walk with the Lord and Savior, then this is the book to read. If you just want to read something 
that makes you feel good, don't read this book. It digs deep, into the most secret parts of YOU. 

Great Faith convicting and exhorting book! Will make you revere and Fear the Lord as the Word 
teaches us to! --5 STARS-- 

By B. Sanders: After reading this book, I not only felt challenged in my walk with the Lord, but gained a 
better understanding on what the Bible teaches us on having a "Fear of the Lord!" My relationship is 
more intimate and have more reverence, adoration and deeper appreciation of my loving Father n 
Heavenand how deep and wide His Loveis for me! You truly get a grasp of how much Jesus loves us and 
how it convicts us to be an awaiting Bride without spot or wrinkle. Great encouraging/inspiring book that 
will hit the soft spot in your soul and radically change you to live whole-heartedly for Him! A MUST 
READ!!! 

Read this book. Then read it again.--5 STARS-- 

By Shereen C.: This book gets right to the heart of the Christian life - our covenant relationship with God 
through the atoning blood of His Son Jesus and the covenant relationship between Christ and His Church. 
'He's Looking for a Bride' challenged and encouraged me to better examine each aspect of my life as 
Elizabeth Paige shares compelling testimonies of the awesome power of our Holy God with such boldness, 
passion and honesty. This book has caused me to cry out to God for greater intimacy with Him and a 
"spotlessness" that I know He desires for me to walk in. 
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Wow- read this book!! --5 STARS-- 

By Julie C.: I loved reading this book and read it in only one day it was so captivating! It's a true "wake 
up call" for those who may be sitting on the bench in their walk with the Lord. It inspires you to further 
commit yourself and your daily life to the Lord and let Him lead you in the direction He has planned for 
you. Take the time to read this book- it will leave your heart longing for more time with the Lord! E. 
Paige's true life experiences will give you the reassurance that by letting Him truly lead you, your life can 
be transformed! 

Authentic. --5 STARS-- 

By Rebecca: Elizabeth boldly addresses the issues and concerns that we encounter in our walk with God 
as we continue to lay down our old selves to be made new in Him. How encouraging it is to read her 
testimonies and to be reassured of His love and the benefits of His correction. Be prepared to dig deep 
into God's word and to develop greater spiritual maturity. 

Amazing and life changing... --5 STARS-- 

By Roxane: This book not only touched my heart, it also changed my life. If you are really serious about 
wanting more of Jesus this book will inspire you to let go of your past and allow God to cleanse you and 
prepare you to be what He called you to be. "He's Looking for a Bride" answered questions for me that I 
never knew I needed to ask!! Thanks Elizabeth Paige for being open and honest so that others can be set 
free!! 

  

5 
 



    

Dedication 

Dedicated to my beloved husband, Paul, without whom I would not have a revelation of my loving Eternal 
Groom, and without whose love and support, I never would have completed this book. 

Above all, special thanks to God, without Whom, I would not be here, and without Whose beautiful revelation I 
would have no reason to write. 
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My Testimony 

As long as I can remember, I was always aware of the fact that I was nearly aborted. I think it was all of the 
bickering during their divorce that brought out the ugly facts, but that bit of information imbedded itself in my 
heart, always reminding me that I wasn’t good enough and, whether real or imagined, that I wasn’t wanted. 

Although my mother professed to be a Christian, all of our churchgoing was nothing more to me than 
lessons in church as a business entity. I went to all of the church camps and got dunked in water at the age of 
twelve, but only came up a wet sinner full of self-hatred and a filthy heart. 

When I lived with my dad, I got a lot of exposure to the other side of religious life—crystals, past-life 
regressions, Eastern philosophies, witchcraft and the like. There is nothing in me that sought for God, but that is 
the beauty of His grace. His hand protected me in my mother’s womb and brought me miraculously to Himself, 
while sparing my life time and time again. 

You see, as a kid, I was very insecure knowing that I was "never intended" to have one moment on this 
earth. I became so full of hatred and a desire to be self-destructive because I knew that I was the family mistake. 
In fact, I was lovingly nicknamed "Boo-Boo". 

After my parents divorced, I lived with my dad, desperate for the love of a father. Unfortunately, when I 
was young, we didn’t get to know each other very well because he was always traveling with his work and would 
leave the country, for weeks at a time, even when we were very small. When he was home, he had women 
constantly in and out of the house. He got remarried and re-divorced and had many girlfriends come and go. 

By the age of thirteen, I started drinking heavily and taking drugs. By the age of fifteen, my boyfriend was 
older than my dad’s girlfriend, though I maintained my virginity until I was seventeen. 

When I was nineteen, I met a handsome man that worked as a personal trainer at my health club and we 
quickly hit it off. He was thirty and married with two children, but his wife had run off with the children and he 
hadn’t seen them in a year. I felt sorry for him that life had dealt him such a horrible hand and quickly wanted to 
take care of him. When we had been together about six months, he moved into my apartment with me. Not long 
after that, I heard a voice as clear as day say into my heart, "If you are not careful, this night you will become 
pregnant." I really thought about it, but couldn’t think of one thing that would be wrong with having a baby, so I 
didn’t do anything to prevent it and became pregnant. 

My boyfriend and I were thrilled and started buying baby clothes, baby books, and trying to think of a 
name. I started showing very quickly, so I needed a way to tell my family. One day I was walking through the 
mall with my mother. It was around Christmastime and there were children laughing and playing as they waited 
by the 16-foot tall Christmas tree to have their turn on Santa’s knee. It was while watching them play that my 
mother leaned over and said to me, "I can’t wait to be a grandmother!" Well, that was about the best segue I was 
ever going to get, and knowing she was crazy about my boyfriend, I said, "Mom, you’re not going to have to wait 
very long—I’m pregnant." 

I was sure that if anyone appreciated life and would be happy for me, it would be my mother who was 
given a second chance with me. Well, things don't always go the way that we plan them in our heads. She insisted 
that I get an abortion. (Now, let it be known that I love both of my parents immensely and am not judging or 
blaming them at all, I'm just stating the facts as they were at the time and the way that it made me feel--right or 
wrong--which impacted the decisions that I made, which I am fully responsible for.) 

I was absolutely crushed inside my heart and went back to talk to my boyfriend about it and he, too, 
insisted on an abortion. I prayed to have a miscarriage, not knowing that God doesn’t answer prayers against His 
will. Then, in desperation, I prayed for guidance, asking God what I should do. Without me even knowing Him, 
He knew me so well that He made sure I could hear the answer loud and clear—"Keep the baby!" Everything in 
me wanted to keep this baby, but I was more terrified of losing the people that I loved than doing what I knew 
was right. I had more reverence for the opinions of the people around me than I had for God, for my own desires, 
or even for life itself, so I gave in. 
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It must have been the National Protest Against Abortion Day that I chose to kill my baby, because the 
streets all the way from my house to the clinic were lined with people with horrific signs full of grotesque pictures 
of mutilated babies. I’m sure they were well intentioned, but all it did was cause me to harden my heart and drive 
faster to get into the "safety" of the clinic. Once inside, they immediately gave me a Valium, I think to make me 
too "relaxed" to leave. 

A girl sat down next to me, who must have been about sixteen years old, and asked if it was my first time. 
She must have seen the look on my face and the fear in my eyes. She then proceeded to tell me that this was her 
third time and not to worry, it would be a "piece of cake". I felt like throwing up. All I wanted to do was run, but 
on the other side of the door, I would have had to face all those protesters. The all too familiar voice inside my 
head kept taunting me, "You can never do anything right! The people you love are counting on you to make the 
right choice and you want to let them down! Your world does not revolve around you! The choices you make 
affect those around you—don’t be so selfish!" So, I sat there, helpless, glued to my chair until they called my 
name. 

I walked into the room, put on my gown, and was strapped into the chair, then, with no compassion, the 
doctor collected his weapons of destruction and proceeded to sever my baby into pieces and vacuum her from my 
body. The pain was horrific and I screamed and ripped my nails into the nurse’s hand. Tears streamed down my 
face, knowing what I had done. I was a mother, carrying the most precious cargo inside my body, a mother whose 
God-given instincts are to protect that baby at any cost, and in that moment, I had given the order to have her life 
terminated and she was thrown, in pieces, into the garbage. 

I was so distraught and horrified that I immediately went home and loaded my boyfriend’s Glock 9mm 
and put it to my head, begging him to shoot me. The guilt and the agony were more than I could bear. Night after 
night I was haunted by grotesque dreams of what I had done. I had no closure—no funeral, no friends with 
condolences—just more secrets and more lies, while unknowingly opening a door to let spirits of violence and 
murder into my home. 

My boyfriend soon lost his job and began to drink heavily. The abuse began slowly, like the frog in the 
frying pan. If you turn up the heat quickly, the frog will jump out, but if the heat is turned up slowly, the frog will 
not know to leave and will sit there until he is cooked to death. My boyfriend began with insults. Everything I did 
was wrong. I even put the toilet paper on the roll the wrong way, although he would constantly change his mind 
of how he liked it, so it was impossible for me to get it right. I was an idiot and never should have been born—
and how could I argue with him—my life meant nothing and I had only ruined any second chance I had been 
given. 

Then, he began to push and kick me, like an animal. He bugged the phones and set up hidden cameras all 
over the house to spy on me. All of my pets turned up missing or dead. By the time the violence escalated, I was 
in too deep to get out. He made it very clear that he was going to kill me, and that if I ever tried to leave him, he 
would hunt me down and murder me. I had no reason to doubt that he was 100% determined to follow through 
on this, so I chose to stay and not be hunted and try to leave clues behind for the police after my demise. 

One night, he almost fulfilled his promise, after breaking the leg and cracking the scull of my new puppy, 
and since I ran to its aid, he decided I was next. He threw me from one room to another, ripped my shirt open, 
and slammed me against the wall over and over again. I later found out that the neighbor on the other side of the 
highway could hear the sound of my head cracking into the brick wall. I don’t know how many times my boyfriend 
punched me in the stomach. I tried to run from the living room into the bathroom to get away, but he ripped the 
door off the hinges and picked me up by my ears and threw me into the wall. He then head-butted me three times, 
and, offended that he didn’t make me pass out, threw me into a little heap on the floor. 

That was when I had my first and only out-of-body experience. I hovered above my own body in the 
bathroom and saw this pathetic, bloody little girl trying to hide under the bathroom cabinets like a scared rabbit. 
When I came back to myself, I heard my boyfriend take off in his car. I crawled to the phone in the living room, 
trying to call for help, but then the car came back and I heard his angry feet coming back up the steps. I reached 
under the couch and pulled his Glock out of its case. I loaded it, and lying on my back, I pointed the gun at the 
door as his footsteps drew closer and closer. 
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I thought of the irony of me shooting him with his own gun that he taught me to use. I wondered if his 
parents would ever forgive me. I wondered if it would really be considered self-defense or murder? I wondered 
if I would miss, because if I missed at all, I was definitely dead. My hands shook horribly as I removed the safety 
and tried to steady myself. Just as the doorknob turned, I put the safety back on, threw the gun under the couch 
and played dead. It worked. He left me alone for the rest of that night. 

From then on, I was sure that I didn’t want him to have the pleasure of killing me; so one night when I 
was in the bathtub, I had a new idea. As I was shaving my legs, I cut my shin and watched as the blood so easily 
flowed out into the warm water. I held the blade to my wrists, sure that finally he would feel some remorse if he 
saw my bloody carcass in the water when he came home. 

Only two things kept me from slicing my wrists that day. One was pure vanity—I was sure that when I 
was dead I could no longer suck in my gut and crime scene photos would have to be taken, and I was sure to not 
look very good. The second and only other reason I considered not killing myself was the fact that I was not sure 
where my eternal destination would be, but I was pretty sure that it wasn’t a good one. I put down the razor and 
wept bitterly, agonizing over how and when he was going to kill me. 

Then, in the middle of the night, I awoke to the same voice that warned me about the pregnancy. This 
time, it simply said, "GET OUT NOW!" 

I still don’t know how it happened, other than a complete miracle from God, but the man I absolutely 
dreaded and feared for my very life watched as I packed my things into the car and drove away, never to see him 
again. 

For months and months after my "escape", I always looked into my rear view mirror and looked over my 
shoulder, always scared that he would find me, not understanding then that when the Lord delivers someone, He 
delivers for good. 

Awhile later, I met Paul, and after my long disclaimer of unforgivable sins, we began dating. 
While in the process of buying a 1967 baby blue Ford pickup truck from some kind-eyed people on a 

backcountry road, Paul was asked the most important question of his life, "Do you know Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Savior?" Unable to respond, he returned to their house, with me, twice a week as they taught us from 
the Scriptures. 

When Paul first told me about the Bible study, I called my dad on the phone to ask if bookstores offered 
"Cliff Notes" for the Bible so I could cheat my way through the study. I had no desire to learn about God even 
after all He had saved me from, I simply went to appease Paul, who was on a journey for the ìmoreî that he knew 
this life had to offer. 

As I listened to the Bible teacher, I became exceedingly angry because I was sure he was trying to fill us 
full of lies and occultic deceptions. Every single thing he said totally contradicted everything I’d ever known to 
be true. In order to prove him wrong, I pulled out the very dusty Bible that had been given to me after being 
dunked at the age of twelve (and had probably sat on a shelf since then), to find out the truth for myself. The Lord 
in His sovereignty verified those Scriptures and led me to the following truths: all Scripture is truth, all lies come 
from the devil who is the father of lies, and all liars will have their part in the lake of fire. My eyes were opened. 
I knew everything I had been believing and trusting in was a lie and that if I continued to follow a lie, I would 
end up where all liars will have their eternal home—in the flames of fire. Now, I’m not an idiot—the choice was 
pretty clear. "This day I lay before you blessings and cursings, life and death". I chose life. 

I sat in the basement of our spiritual family, as they shared with me the Word of God and His love for me. 
They sang songs of worship with all of their hearts, and in that moment, He poured His love over me, so 
completely and totally, and wrapped me in His forgiveness. I simply wept and wept as they sang of how God had 
seen us in our deepest sin and yet washed all of our filthiness away and made us white as snow. In that time, I 
realized that the love I was seeking for was not from my dad, although I have that too, but from my Father. The 
emptiness in my heart was something God put there to bring me to Him, and that as He was washing all of my 
sin and guilt and filth from my heart, He was also washing away from me the anger and bitterness and hatred of 
those who had hurt me. Forgiveness for my parents. Forgiveness for my abuser. And, yes, forgiveness for myself. 
Not only did He heal my hurts, mend my scars, cleanse my guilt, and deliver me from fear, but He also healed 
my body of the affects of an almost crippling car accident from one year before. 
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About six months into our new life, in October of 1997, Paul and I took a drive to a cabin on Grand Lake 
in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado to celebrate my 25th birthday. We had a wonderful time walking on the 
wooden boardwalk and dreaming of a life so simple and pure as we laughed over dinner. But then, later that night, 
I had to carry Paul back to the cabin and tuck him in as I had done too many times before. I cried and cried and 
knew that this little dream was just that—a dream. I needed to face facts and move on. He was an alcoholic and 
not going to change. 

Late that night, God woke me up saying, "Get up." I knew it was God, but stubborn as I was, I retorted, 
"Oh, come on, let me sleep, don’t you know it’s my birthday!" God replied, "Get up." "Get up." He kept it up 
until I wiped the sleep from my eyes and sat up in bed. "Get dressed." So, I put on my jeans and sweater and stood 
there in the dark cabin wondering what kind of joke He was playing on me. "Put on your coat and boots." By 
now, I was feeling really stupid, standing in full winter apparel inside the cabin in the pitch-black of night. "Now, 
walk down to the lake." So, I walked down to the lake, which was right outside the door of our cabin. No one else 
was out at that hour, just a stray cat running down the street and little ol’ me, shivering and wondering what I was 
doing out there. 

Just when I reached the lake, I looked up and saw the most magnificent sunrise I had ever seen gently 
rolling over the tops of the mountain peaks and reflecting in the still waters of the lake below. I began to sob and 
sob uncontrollably at what a most beautiful gift God had given only to me, how He had known just how long it 
would take me to get myself in gear, and how that beautiful sunrise would wash away all the tears and sorrow of 
the night before. Then He said, "You are going to move here and you are going to marry Paul." I had no trouble 
with giving up my wonderful job and exciting career to move to a place where I didn’t know a soul, but marrying 
Paul was something I was not prepared to do. "Lord, I can’t, I won’t—he’s a drunk. I just won’t do it!" Then He 
said only two more words, "Trust Me." How could I argue with that? 

Paul and I went out and bought a house together that day—just the one the Lord showed us. We took the 
step of faith and He filled in all the gaps. In February of the following year, Paul and I were married, in faith. 
Three months later God fulfilled His promise and totally set Paul free from alcohol. He has not touched a drop 
since and is such a powerful and devoted man of God. 

About the same time as my husband’s deliverance, I prayed a prayer that would change our hearts, plans, 
and futures, for the rest of our lives and for generations to come. I fasted and simply prayed, "What do you want 
from my life?" After about three days, the answer came, "You are going to adopt two children from another 
country." That statement sent me into a whirlwind of emotions—namely anger. "But Lord, You said You had 
forgiven me! You promised that You forgave me! Are You going to deny me a baby in my womb? Have You 
made me barren?" His answer confused me a little, "You would have no problem conceiving." Then, I got it. It 
wasn’t about Him taking away or denying me anything. It was about me laying down my "rights" so He could do 
something far greater, entrust me with His children. 

So, after conferring with Paul, we decided to trust God and obey His plan. I prayed for which country. It 
came to me over and over again--Russia, Russia, Russia. I looked through the yellow pages (pre-Google for all 
of you youngsters) and looked for all adoption agencies that dealt with Russia. I requested information from each 
one, then as they came in the mail, I wanted to make sure that it was God and not me or my emotions taking over. 
I layed hands on each envelope that came in, "Is this the agency, Lord?" Over and over, "No." "No." "No. Then, 
one day, "Yes!" I was shaking as I opened the envelope. I opened the letter and my eyes fell on this little cross-
eyed grl with a horrendous story, "That's your daughter," He said. I broke down into tears of joy and ran to tell 
my husband. 

It took three years of prayers and tears to finally be able to bring Hannah home from Russia, the precious 
eight-year-old daughter that God had foreordained for us. Almost a year later, we received a videotape (yes, I said 
videotape) of a precious little Asian boy that our friend and adoption counselor wanted us to pray for. The video 
was spliced together of him at three different ages. The first was when he was about three, so cute and pudgy and 
full of life and laughter. The second was when he was about eight, quiet and serious with an amazing aility to 
draw--and a streak of white hair. The third was at the age of eleven--he was severely withdrawn, hopeless, and 
like his tiny spark of life was nearly extinguished. We prayed fervently, "Lord, this poor boy almost has no spark 
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of life left, please grant him a loving Christian family!" Then, the all too familiar voice, "You are that family." 
Within a few short months, we were on the other side of the world, meeting our, then, eleven-year-old son, Kyle, 
who we brought home from Krasnoyarsk, Siberia. 

Both of these kids are my miracle children. Both have testimonies that would bring you to your knees. 
Both have a passion for God and a compassion for the hurting and rejected that would humble and embarrass you. 
Through them, I have learned so much about God's love as I took broken and damaged hearts and stitched them 
together with the Word of God, teaching things we take for granted, like love, trust, and hope. 

The call of God on our lives for ministry came at a "Children and the Holy Spirit" conference in Eckley, 
Colorado, as a precious man of God had fasted and prayed for three days before the conference for someone—it 
ended up being for us. He came up behind us as we were weeping and praying in God’s presence, wrapped us in 
a prayer shawl, and read this Scripture over us, "To grant consolation and joy to those who mourn in Zion—to 
give them an ornament of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment expressive of 
praise instead of a heavy, burdened, and failing spirit—that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting 
of the Lord that He may be glorified. And they shall rebuild the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former 
desolations and renew the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations." (Isaiah 61: 3-4) That Scripture 
may not mean anything to anyone else, but it permeated our very being—it was God’s call and the foundation 
and birth of In His Hands International Ministries, and eventually our Spanish church-plant.. 

Around that time, God stretched us in faith to the absolute bound of what we thought was possible. We 
bought a million dollar property, at His bidding, literally with a dollar in our pockets, and followed God's will to 
the "t". "Move that rock there. Plant a tree here," as we learned to hear Him in every situation. He gave us a grand 
vision and we built it into a multi-million dollar mountain cabin resort. 

We homeschooled our kids and watched them blossom in a serene, heaven-like setting. 
We led many of our workers to Christ, saw God's miracles poured out in restoring marriages, healing 

broken bodies, and filling lives with His power. We saw friends and even our animals, healed by the power of 
God. We were able to give generously and live frugally and always had something to give to a friend or stranger 
in need. 

And then the crash. Not a car crash, but the real estate crash. We were sure that we, as children of God, 
would be untouched. But we were not. We lost everything. That was right around the time that I found out I was 
pregnant--after 12 years of trusting God with every aspect of our lives, and begging for a baby. But this baby that 
I had waited so long to carry and bear, was coming while our life, our marriage, our future was being dashed 
against the rocks--and our faith and trust in God for who He is--not for the blessings of His hand--was being 
severely tested. 

We lost our home, our business, our livelihood, our industry, our ministry, and even our impeccable 
reputation in the community and became like vagrants--wandering, looking for work, friends, community, and a 
purpose. Although we had managed to stick together as a family, although some times had seemed unbearable, 
many more trials awaited us, and yet God blessed us again with another baby. 

We have had to give up everything we held dear, even our promises from God, even our doctrines and 
beliefs, to simply...hold on to...Him. Just Him. And have found it lacking nothing. Before our world was shaken, 
He impressed upon me to "seek after wisdom like looking for hidden treasure". Then, I felt Him "whisper" in my 
ear, "It's in the valley". Not exactly how I wanted to acquire wisdom--I would've preferred reading a good book 
from a jacuzzi tub with a mountain view, but He truly knows best. 

I no longer know if God will financially restore us, but I know what is more important. Like Job, before 
the whirlwind, I thought I knew Him, but it took the whirlwind for me to truly know Him. At this writing, I am 
still broken, but He now holds every piece. 

There is nothing in me that deserves His love, His forgiveness, or the second chance He has given me to 
live a life worthy of the love He has poured out on me, but I am totally surrendered to anything and everything 
He has for me, because this life I live is no longer me, but Him living through me. I don’t know why He has kept 
me alive and preserved me all these years, when I should have never even had my first breath, but I know that 
through the roads I have traveled, God has instilled in me an incredible love for His chidren. 
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There is no one unloved or unwanted in God’s eyes. Period. And though I have made many mistakes, 
somehow, through His grace, He saw fit to bless me with a wonderful and powerful man of God, two beautiful 
children from the ends of the earth, and two beautiful children from my own flesh and blood. He has given me a 
heart for the orphans, the desperate, and the brokenhearted, and is speaking through my hands through books, 
poems, and a blog to touch broken and weary hearts and show love and compassion to the people He loves so 
much. 

There is nothing I have done to deserve His love or His grace—it is a free gift. Yet, somehow in His 
mercy, He has chosen me on whom to paint a picture of this grace. Over the filth and stench that I made of my 
life, He is painting a beautiful story, with Himself as the only Author and Finisher of the work that He started. It 
is not because of anything I have done, but simply because of Who He is. And our gracious and most merciful 
God is not only loving and forgiving beyond what we can imagine, He is also no respecter of persons. 

Introduction 
I am nobody. No, really. I won't show up on your Christian radar of "best-selling authors" or "speakers to 

watch". I didn't even plan to be a writer. I'm just a wife and a mom. In fact, when God gave me this revelation, 
which I'm about to share with you, I never intended for it to go beyond He and I. It was too personal, too 
humiliating, too revealing. I obediently wrote it and shelved it, thinking that my part was satisfied, but His Word 
became a "fire shut up in my bones", so I had to share this with the Body of Christ. To fail to do so would be to 
fail to love. 

In fact, when I was preparing to give this very message years ago at a women's conference in Broomfield, 
Colorado, I was taken aback when I noticed several ladies who came in, obviously unaware of what the subject 
matter would be. They casually chit-chatted about going on other ladies' outings, quilting retreats, getting their 
nails done, and the like. I begged the Lord, "Please don't make me give them this message. They don't want it. 
They're not ready. They are having no thought of going deeper right now." To this, the Lord replied, "You don't 
love them like I love them." 

Those words stung me hard, but revealed to me that to leave someone contentedly distant from God is to 
not love them, when He desires to "draw all men (and women) unto Himself." And that we are to save a sinner or 
a believer gone astray. Even though the process may be hard for some, the result will be a greater closeness to the 
Lord than they had ever known. That is a gift of love indeed. 

So, that is the very gift of love I am bringing to you now. But before we loosen the bow and peel off the 
layers of wrapping paper on this gift, I need to tell you how God drew me to Himself by His love, as He desires 
to continue to do in you. My story is not important because of who I am. I am a nobody. But it is very important 
because each time we testify to what He has done for each of us, we reveal more of who He is so that we can 
come near, causing Him to some nearer. 

Many of the people who did the mighty things we read about in Scripture were nobodies...until they 
encountered God in a life-changing way. And maybe, just maybe, you are a nobody too, who needs to be embraced 
in the arms of a holy God, as He transforms you into a vessel for His use and glory. If so, I hope sharing how God 
has drawn me, draws you too because He has called us to be His Bride. That is unfathomable. Stop and consider 
that for just a minute and breathe in that reality. This most intimate and loving of relationships is not for the 
angels...but for you...and me. Unreal. Let's not take that lightly for a moment. God 
Almighty..has..chosen..you..to..be..the Bride of His Beloved and Only Son. 

Remember Adam...for whatever reason we will probably not know on this earth, God created just one 
human, at first. Adam. Yet He created a multitude of animals, each with their own mates that were uniquely like 
them. As Adam named off all of the animals, which I believe spoke out what their character was to be like, there 
was none found suitable to be his bride.Was this an oversight, or a foreshadowing of something greater? 

God put Adam into a deep slumber (I won't get off track and make the joke that the Bible never says God 
woke him up--oops--I guess I just did.) and rent a hole in his side. This also seems to have great foreshadowing 
significance. And took a rib--not a bone from his head that the woman would lord over him, nor a bone from his 
foot, that he would lord over her, but from the place closest to his heart; and God fashioned that same flesh and 
bone (remember that Jesus took on our flesh and bone when the Word became flesh and dwelt among men), and 
made for him a perfect helpmeet, completely designed for him. 
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It's important to recognize that she was fashioned into his bride, just as we are being fashioned into the 
Bride of Christ. This is His great work, but requires our willingness. And here lies the all important question and 
the entire reason for this book, "Are you willing to allow Him full access into every area of your life, heart, mind, 
strength, weakness, emotions, past, present, and future, so that He can fashion you as He chooses so that you will 
be a Bride suitable for Him at His glorious return?" 
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Chapter 1: Willing to be Transformed 

"Search me thoroughly, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there is any 
wicked or hurtful way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." (Psalm 139:23,24) -The Prayer 

There are some prayers that the Lord doesn’t take a lot of time to answer. This book is a result of one such prayer. 
It wasn’t wordy, it wasn’t poetic, and I don’t even know that it was truly heartfelt at the time. I think He answered 
it so quickly because He is waiting with baited breath for it to pass over the lips of His beloveds. 

WARNING: Don’t read the above Scripture out loud unless you are willing to take a long look in a not 
too pretty mirror. I don’t even think you have to mean it; He’ll answer this prayer anyway! If you are still on this 
earth, there is still room for change. We are not yet transformed into the image of God’s dear Son; it is a process. 
Everyday we must commit to die to ourselves in order to live for Him. 

Death of our Old Nature 

Jesus said, "...If anyone intends to come after Me, let him deny himself (forget, ignore, disown, and lose 
sight of himself and his own interests) and take up his cross, and [joining Me as a disciple and siding with My 
party] follow with Me continually, cleaving steadfastly to Me. For whoever wants to save his higher, spiritual, 
eternal life, will lose it [the lower, natural, temporal life which is lived only on earth]; and whoever gives up his 
life [which is lived only on earth] for My sake and the Gospel’s will save it [his higher, spiritual life in the eternal 
kingdom of God]." (Mark 8:34,35) Jesus tells us that in order to follow Him, we must daily deny our flesh and 
our own selfish desires to follow His greater purpose. 

My husband and I pray according to Psalm 139 fairly often, and every time we do, the Lord answers our 
prayer in record time. We pray this prayer because we are on a mission—to get as close to God as we can. I want 
to have the testimony of Enoch, who "walked with God" (Genesis 5:21-24). Scripture says very little about him, 
except that he never died, God just simply took him. But for thousands of years as millions have read the Holy 
Bible in every tongue and tribe and nation, the story of Enoch stands as an everlasting testimony, "he walked with 
God". In fact, the Amplified Bible reads this way, "Enoch walked in habitual fellowship with God." (v.24) 

That's what I want--to walk in habitual fellowship with God. Do you? But to do that, we need to be hungry 
for Him. We need to be passionate about Him. There has to be more to this Christian walk than joining a social 
club or getting goose bumps from time to time. I’m tired of singing "I’m desperate for You, God" while not being 
absolutely and totally desperate. We need to commit to push in and press in, not until He meets our demands and 
our selfish requests, but until we see His face. He wants us to want Him more than the blessings of His hand, 
more than we want the acceptance of others, more than we want a touch from the pastor, more than we desire 
food and breath. He wants us to have a love affair with Him, and as is recorded in the book of the Song of 
Solomon, we are to seek Him out in the night, chasing after Him until we find Him. 

"In the night I dreamed that I sought the one whom I love. [She said] I looked for him but could not find 
him. So I decided to go out into the city, into the streets and broad ways [which are so confusing to a 
country girl]; and seek him whom my soul loves. I sought him, but I could not find him. The watchmen 
who go about the city found me, to whom I said, Have you seen him whom my soul loves? I had gone but 
a little way past them when I found him whom my soul loves. I held him and would not let him go until I 
had brought him into my mother’s house, and into the chamber of her who conceived me." (Song of 
Solomon 3:1-4 [Isaiah 26:9; Romans 8:35; 1 Peter 2:25]) 

This passage is about the love affair between King Solomon and the queen of Sheba. It is probably an oft 
overlooked part of Scripture for most of us, because it's a bit saucy. A little bit out of our "G" rated comfort zone. 
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But it sheds some light on the foreshadowing of a most intimate and passionate relationship--namely that of Jesus 
and His Bride. Just like the Queen of Sheba’s passion for her king, and for his very intimate presence, we need to 
run after Jesus, chase Him, and seek intimate felowship with the One we love. 

If The Queen of Sheba's passion is something we are uncomfortable emulating, consider Moses. Moses is 
a great example of someone desirous of God, not for what he could get from Him, but just simply wanting to be 
with Him. 

He was so desperate for God and for His manifest presence, that he actually pleaded with Him in order to 
have God show him His glory. Because of Moses’ persistence, and because he had found favor in God’s eyes, 
God said to him, "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim My name, THE LORD, before 
you; for I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy and loving-kindness on whom I will 
show mercy and loving-kindness. But, He said, you cannot see My face, for no man shall see Me and live." (Exodus 
33:19,20 [Romans 9:15,16]) So, God hid him in the cleft of a rock, covered it with His own hand, and pulled it 
away, just so Moses could see, as one version puts it, His "hinder parts" because no one can see His face and live, 
yet he faced near death to be near Him. 

That should be our goal—to be so dead, that we can see His face. Just stop and think about that for a 
minute in context. We can't see Him and live, yet it should in no way deter our pursuit, but rather strengthen our 
determination. 

Don’t chase after visions and feelings that tingle your flesh, but run after Him for Who He is, to be in the 
closeness of His holy presence. I know that when I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior and was baptized in the 
Holy Spirit, His Spirit came to live on the inside of me. I can feel Him leading me, I can hear His voice, I can 
discern spiritual things and operate in the gifts of the Spirit. But that’s not what I’m talking about. The anointing 
of God makes singers better singers and preachers better preachers. I’ve worked in the anointing, I’ve cried, I’ve 
gotten goose bumps, I’ve lost awareness of time and space, I’ve been touched, but that’s not what I’m talking 
about. 

I’m talking about the manifest presence of God Almighty showing up--tangibly. In all of Scripture, when 
the manifest presence of God showed up, everyone hit the dirt. No flesh can survive in His presence because of 
the corruption of the flesh and the complete holiness of our God. We should crave that—to be in His presence 
and for no flesh to survive. For it is only in the death of our fleshly nature that we can truly enter into intimate 
fellowship with Him--the behind the veil fellowship--not the outer courts fellowship that we have accepted as 
"normal". 

In the Old Covenant, it is only when the sacrifice of animal flesh was being consumed by fire that God 
revealed Himself to His people. It was only during the death of the Sacrificial Lamb of God that the veil into the 
Holy of Holies was rent, which gave us access into the very place where we would have been consumed before. 
It is in the sweet smell of smoking death in which our God can descend into the midst of this defiled world and 
make Himself known to His beloved. 

"He must increase, but I must decrease. He must grow more prominent; I must grow less so." John the 
Baptist’s words, recorded in John 3:30, although not long-winded or pretentious, are the keys to one of the most 
important foundational truths in our Christian walk. I believe the more we allow our flesh to die, the more God 
will manifest Himself in our lives. We are to be the vessels that carry the presence of God—the New Covenant 
Ark of the Covenant. The deader, the better! 

So, when I prayed that prayer, humbly I tell you, which not everyone can say, when I asked God if there 
was any wicked way in me, He gave me enough to fill this book. I’m not proud of that. I only write this now 
because although what He showed me hurt my flesh terribly, He only hurt something that needed to die anyway. 
Where I thought I was already dead to myself and my own selfish desires and carnal ambitions and totally 
submitted to Him, He proved that there is still life, filthy as it is. Through my smoking carcass, God may reveal 
filth in your own heart that needs to be burned away, as well, so that through the refining process of God’s holy 
fire, you too can go deeper beyond the veil than ever before—right into the very fullness of His magnificent 
presence. 
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The Refiner’s Fire 

Very few people seem to preach a message of repentance and walking in holiness, and those who do, seem 
to do it through a mask of pride and self-importance, as if they had already been purified of all malignity. I don’t 
think anyone should preach or teach something unless God is currently working on their hearts about the exact 
same matter, otherwise how can it be taught with compassion, desperation, humility, and truth. 

If you notice some painful pricks in your heart as you read on, don’t get mad at me—I’m going through 
the same thing, but it’s something that needs to die anyway if you want to get close enough to God to experience 
His very best in your life. It doesn’t hurt to prick a dead man—you can only feel it if your flesh, your carnal 
nature, is still alive. The Refiner’s fire, which purges out the impurities in our lives, is an important process and 
it is only because of His great love for us. 

"And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined and will test them 
as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will hear and answer them. I will say, It is My people; 
and they will say, The Lord is my God." (Zechariah 13:9) 

Several years ago, my Aunt Jan sent me this e-mail, beautifully explaining the Refiner’s fire. This message 
is entitled "The Silversmith": 

Some time ago, a few ladies met in a certain city to study the Scriptures. While reading the third chapter 
of Malachi, they came upon a remarkable expression in the third verse: "He will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver." (Malachi 3:3) One lady proposed to visit a silversmith, and report to them on what he 
said about the subject. 

She went accordingly, and without telling the object of her errand, begged the silversmith to tell her about 
the process of refining silver. After he had fully described it to her, she asked, "But Sir, do you sit while 
the work of refining is going on?" 

"Oh, yes madam," replied the silversmith; "I must sit with my eyes steadily fixed on the furnace, for if the 
time necessary for refining be exceeded in the slightest degree, the silver will be injured." 

The lady at once saw the beauty, and comfort too, of the expression, "He shall sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver." God sees it needful to put His children into a furnace; His eye is steadily intent on the work of 
purifying, and His wisdom and love are both engaged in the best manner for us. Our trials do not come 
at random, and He will not let us be tested beyond what we can endure. 

Before she left, the lady asked one final question, "When do you know the process is complete?" 

"Why, that is quite simple," replied the silversmith. "When I can see my own image in the silver, the 
refining process is finished." 

— Author Unknown 

And as always, we need to be reminded--it is not about us. It is all about Him. Everything he does serves 
His purposes. He knew us before He formed us in the womb and knows every hair on our heads. His plans for us 
are perfect...even when they involve being tried by fire. Without the refining process in our lives, we won't be a 
Bride fashioned in His image and no one will be able to see the love of Jesus reflected in us. If we don’t allow 
Him to purge us, we won't be fit for the plans and purposes that He predestined us for. 
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Present, But Not in His Presence 

Once when I was teaching in our Wednesday night service at church, I felt the power and heaviness of 
God’s manifest presence in the room. I don’t mean heaviness as in sadness or grief, but heaviness as in the Creator 
of the entire universe sitting on the throne of our praises. We were in the midst of His glory. I could barely walk 
to the microphone to start the service and was very tender in my approach, not wanting to push Him out of the 
way to do what I wanted to do. 

In the presence of the King of kings...what would any of us be able to say? I couldn't say or do anything 
at all, just completely enraptured in His glory. I began to weep in His presence and spent most of the time crying 
and praying to Him, not really concerned about entertaining the others in the room. The time was so precious and 
intimate as I poured out my heart to Him with my eyes shut, looking only into His glorious face. Instead of giving 
a message, I felt that the Lord just wanted us to worship Him, so we put on praise music (which, in those days, 
was a CD in a boom box) and I fell to my knees to worship Him in total abandon. I felt my husband come and 
kneel beside me in complete worship to our Lord, as well. After a time of being lost in Him, I looked up, and 
there was the rest of the congregation sitting in their seats, untouched, unchanged, unyielded. 

Another Wednesday night, my husband, Paul, and I were worshipping on our faces before the Lord about 
an hour before anyone showed up for our teaching. About fifteen minutes before everyone came into the building, 
the power of God Almighty fell on us and we were weeping and wailing at His holiness. How can anyone stand 
or speak when the Creator of time and space descends from the adoration of the angels of heaven to pay a personal 
visit to His beloved servants? There is nothing like truly being enveloped in the loving arms of the Most High, 
even if just for a moment! 

As people came in, chitchatting about their day, the heaviness of His presence began to lift. I was deeply 
disturbed and didn’t talk to anyone, trying to protect the glow that was still on me. Paul and I were in the midst 
of the awesome glory of God, yet the others were completely oblivious to it. 

It amazes me that God's people can be so close to His power, so close to His glory and most will never 
feel it or enter in. By all of the blank stares I received as I taught the Word of God, I suspected that only 25% 
even get it. The Lord showed me that my suspicions were Biblically accurate. 

In the story of the sower, in Matthew 13:4-23, Jesus tells how a sower went out to sow. "And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell by the roadside, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where 
they had not much soil; and at once they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched, and because they had no root, they dried up and withered away. Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them out. Other seeds fell on good soil, and yielded grain—some a 
hundred times as much as was sown, some sixty times as much, and some thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him 
be listening and let him consider and perceive and comprehend by hearing." 

But the disciples did not understand the parable, so Jesus explained it to them, starting in verse 18. "Listen 
then to the meaning of the parable of the sower: While anyone is hearing the Word of the kingdom and does not 
grasp and comprehend it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is what was 
sown along the roadside. As for what was sown on thin, rocky soil, this is he who hears the Word and at once 
welcomes and accepts it with joy; yet it has no real root in him, but is temporary [inconstant, lasts but a little 
while]; and when affliction or trouble or persecution comes on account of the Word, at once he is caused to 
stumble [he is repelled and begins to distrust and desert Him Whom he ought to trust and obey] and he falls away. 
As for what was sown on good soil, this is he who hears the Word and grasps and comprehends it; he indeed 
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundred times as much as was sown, in another sixty times as much, and in 
another thirty." 

This parable is talking about people who have heard the Word of God. Of those who sit in the pews week 
after week, one quarter don’t even understand what was taught to them, so the devil immediately steals the Word 
from them, as if they had never heard it at all. 

One quarter get excited and filled with zeal for what they have learned, but they have no root—they do 
not "study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who 
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has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] 
the Word of Truth." (2 Timothy 2:15) Nor can they say,"Your word have I laid up in my heart, that I might not 
sin against You." (Psalm 119:11) (And by the way, don’t try to pull the wool over God’s eyes and confess 
something you are not doing and lie to God under the guise of "positive confessions" and pretend you are doing 
something that you are not. That is deception through and through. Don’t forget what happened to Ananias when 
he lied to the Holy Spirit!) They are lazy, wanting to be spoon-fed by others and don’t have enough of the Word 
in them to be truly transformed, and thus when they are persecuted, or teased, or left out because they are 
Christians, or someone takes their parking space, they will fall away. We call them backsliders. 

Next are those who are so consumed with their busy schedules, trying to pay their bills and earn their 
living, trying to manage their responsibilities, and trusting in money more than God, that the Word is choked out 
in their lives, and no matter how many times they have prayed, no matter how many times they have had hands 
laid on them, no matter how many Scriptures they have quoted, they don’t produce fruit, get discouraged, and fall 
away. 

Lastly, are those who hear the Word, receive it with gladness, and PUT IT INTO PRACTICE. The Bible 
warns us to not just be hearers of the Word, but doers. "But be doers of the Word (obey the message), and not 
merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth." (James 1:22) All 
of these heard, but only 25% were doers. Of that 25% only 33% will produce a one hundredfold return on that 
Word. 

So, in writing this book, I know that I am sowing the Word that God has put in my heart for the Body of 
Christ. Many will read it without spiritual eyes and without spiritual ears and not understand it. The devil will 
steal it away as a breath in the wind. 

Many will get excited about it, not water it with the Word, not meditate on it in prayer, and not put it into 
practice. When persecutions come--and they do come--they will wither away, losing what was sown into their 
hearts. 

Many will read it, understand it, and receive it, but be too anxious and overwhelmed with the cares of this 
life for it to be put into practice and bear fruit in their lives. (Incidentally, the meaning of worship is to be 
preoccupied with God. If you are anxious about the cares of this world, you are preoccupied with those things, 
and thus come into a relationship of worshiping them. That is why Jesus said, "Therefore I tell you, do not be 
anxious and troubled with cares about your life" (Luke 12:22a), because anxiety is worship of your problems.) 

And some will read it, understand it, receive it, be rooted and grounded in the Word of God, meditate on 
it so that the Holy Spirit can continue to reveal hidden truths to them, let Him use this book as a tool to mold and 
shape them and reveal Himself to them in a new way, thus creating deeper intimacy with the Most High, and put 
it into practice in their lives. I pray that this will be you. I pray that this Word from God will be a revealed, Living 
Word from God, transforming you to your very core. I pray that you would determine now to be the good ground 
that the Lord will plant His Word in and you will produce a great harvest of thirty, sixty, or a hundred times what 
was sown. Be moldable. Be useable. Be tender. 

Tools for Transformation 

My prayer is that God will reveal to you any unclean thing in your heart so that He can do surgery on you 
and break away any hardness, unbelief, or wickedness in your heart so that you could not be deceived by the 
enemy. I pray that your eyes would be open in an even greater way to His holiness, His call on your life, an 
understanding of the relationship that He wants to have with you, and open you up to a level of intimacy you have 
never known before with the King of Glory. 

Please open your heart to let the Holy Spirit of God reveal in you what He wants to show you. If you are 
His sheep and recognize His voice, please pray this prayer with me: 

Dear Heavenly Father, I come before You in the name of Jesus Christ, my Lord and the Savior of my soul. 
My greatest desire is to know You more. Please speak to my heart as I read this book and reveal to me 
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through the power of Your precious Holy Spirit what You would like to say to me. If there are things in 
my heart that You want to reveal to me, so that I might be broken and changed in Your holy presence, I 
welcome You to do Your will. Have Your way in me, O Lord. You are the Potter and I am the clay—mold 
me and make me to be the Bride ready for the King of Glory. Lord, if there is any wicked way in me, please 
reveal it to me and give me the power to overcome my weaknesses through Your Holy Spirit. Open the 
eyes of my understanding and prepare my heart to receive, not from any person, but from You. Lead me 
in paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake. In Jesus’ name I pray and ask it, Amen. 

If you don’t know the Father’s voice and are unsure about where you stand with Him, please pray this 
prayer with me in true repentance (make a choice to change your mind and your attitude to line up with God) and 
choose to follow after Jesus with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength and commit now to totally surrender 
your life to Him and be a soldier in His mighty army: 

Most Holy God of heaven and earth, I come to You in the name of Jesus Christ. I know I’ve missed the 
mark. Please forgive me. I know that Jesus is the Son of God and died in my place to take away my sins. 
I know that You raised Him from the dead and He is seated at the right hand of You, God the Father, 
making intercession for me. Through Jesus’ precious blood, He paid the price for redemption of my soul 
and gave me the power to become Your child, a child of the Most High God. Thank You, Lord, for Your 
great sacrifice—I don’t take it lightly. I give myself to You completely and totally, a living sacrifice, not 
to do my will, but so You can do Your will through me. Make me a warrior for the work of Your kingdom, 
strong in the power of Your might. Help me to hear Your still, small voice inside my spirit. Regenerate me 
and make me a completely new person, all the old things in me being now passed away, and making 
everything in my life brand new. Thank You for Your great love. Teach me to grow in You and love You 
more and more. Reveal Yourself to me in the pages of this book, I pray. Thank You for the precious gift of 
Your Holy Spirit to teach me, lead me, guide me, and comfort me—I receive that gift right now. Open my 
ears and my heart to hear Your voice. Thank You, in Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

God wants to mold you and shape you and transform your life, however, the Bible warns us sternly not to 
harden our hearts when we receive correction from the Lord because His reproof is for our own good. "He who, 
being often reproved, hardens his neck shall suddenly be destroyed – and that without remedy." (Proverbs 29:1) 

"Do not harden your hearts, as happened in the rebellion of Israel and their provocation and embitterment 
of Me in the day of testing in the wilderness. Therefore beware brethren, take care, lest there be in any 
one of you a wicked, unbelieving heart which refuses to cleave to, trust in, and rely on Him, leading you 
to turn away and desert or stand aloof from the living God." (Hebrews 3:8,12) 

We cannot even trust our own hearts because they can become wicked and unbelieving. "For from within, 
that is out of the hearts of men, come base and wicked thoughts, sexual immorality, stealing, murder, adultery, 
coveting (a greedy desire to have more wealth), dangerous and destructive wickedness, deceit; unrestrained 
(indecent) conduct; an evil eye (envy), slander (evil speaking, malicious misrepresentation, abusiveness), pride 
(the sin of an uplifted heart against God and man), foolishness (folly, lack of sense, recklessness, thoughtlessness). 
All these evil purposes and desires come from within, and they make the man unclean and render him 
unhallowed." (Mark 7:21-23) 

Sin in our lives can keep us out of His perfect plan and keep us from hearing His voice. If you have sin in 
your life that you are struggling with, someone you need to forgive, or even anger toward God, please put down 
this book and take a moment with the Father. He loves you so much that He sent His Son to die for you. (John 
3:16) Let Him soften your heart now and come into His holy presence, in Jesus’ name. 

This book is not just a quick read to put a feather in your cap that you read one more Christian book this 
year. This is a tool for transformation – a tool to burn off the dross so that you can be more intimate with your 
awaiting Groom. Please take the time to prayerfully and willing let God transform your life. I have included many 
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Scripture references because it’s more important to hear what God says than what I say. Take the time to look at 
them for yourself in your favorite translation, meditating on the Word of God, so that He might make it life to 
your being. I have also included journal pages at the end of each chapter so that you can record what God is 
revealing to you as you open your heart to Him. I also have other Bible studies helps available for free on my 
website (www.moldableclay.com, so please use all of these tools to deepen your walk and become more intimate 
in your relationship with Christ. 

I believe that the Lord may show each of us something different, so record what He is saying to you now, 
so that His Word cannot be stolen from you, as if sown by the wayside. May God richly bless you as you allow 
yourself to be molded by the Great Potter Himself through the humble pages of this book. 

Don’t fear the heat of the fire, for we must allow ourselves to be refined as gold and cleansed by the 
washing of the water by the Word if we are to be a beautiful Bride, clothed in white, prepared to meet our Groom, 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Glory. The wedding day is quickly approaching—let us truly be ready when the trumpet 
sounds! 

Dear Lord, I pray to You in the name of my sweet Savior, Jesus Christ, and ask You to purify me in Your 
Refiner’s fire. I realize that the purification process is only for my good, to rid me of the impurities in my 
heart and life that keep me from perfect fellowship with You. I offer myself up to You now to be purified 
in Your furnace. Burn off the dross, Lord, so that what is left will be pure and perfect before You. Refine 
me as silver and purify me as gold. You, sweet Jesus, are He Who baptizes with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire. Baptize me with the fire of Your holiness and perfect love. Burn out of me every impurity and every 
sin that sneaks in to defile me. Reveal to me myself through Your holy eyes. Show me the filth of my own 
soul, so that You can burn it out of me and purify me. I’m asking to buy gold from You, refined by fire 
right now, in Jesus’ name. Purify this vessel for Your perfect use, so that You can see the image of Jesus 
Christ in my life. I thank you and praise you for it, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

I pray the Lord would do a mighty work in your heart now as He is doing in mine. This book gives me no 
place to brag, but only to fall on my knees in repentance. I bring this to you in the greatest humility, because I 
think the Lord is trying to say something to us, His church. I think many of us have unknowingly missed the 
mark. He’s not looking for a church; He’s looking for a Bride. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Psalm 139:23-24 
- Mark 8:34-35 
- Genesis 5:21-24 
- Song Of Solomon (Song of Songs) 3:1-4 
- Isaiah 26:9 
- Romans 8:35 
- 1 Peter 2:25 
- Exodus 33:19-20 
- Romans 9:15,16 
- John 3:30 
- Zechariah 13:9 
- Malachi 3:3 
- Matthew 13:4-23 
- 2 Timothy 2:15 
- Psalm 119:11 
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- James 1:22 
- Luke 12:22a 
- Proverbs 29:1 
- Hebrews 3:8,12 
- Mark 7:21-23 
- John 3:16 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me?  
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I submit to God for Him to change in my life?  
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Chapter 2: God’s Loving Fire 

"Behold, I send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me. And the Lord [the Messiah], Whom 
you seek will suddenly come to His temple; the Messenger or Angel of the covenant Whom you desire, behold, 

He shall come, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He 
appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like fuller’s soap; He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
He will purify the priests, the sons of Levi, and refine them like gold and silver, that they may offer to the Lord 

offerings in righteousness." (Malachi 3:1-3 [Matthew 11:10; Luke 1:13-17,76; Revelation 6:12-17]) 

Through the Fire 

In March of 2002, when my husband and I were in Russia on our second trip, trying to adopt our then, eight-year-
old daughter, Hannah, Paul got a disturbing word from the Lord, "Over the next few days, you are going to go 
through the fire." That was the last thing we wanted to hear from our hotel room just west of Siberia as we were 
facing global unrest in the very recent aftermath of 9-11, militant Muslims that were ready to take any American 
in the world and do to them unspeakable harm, the possibility of our credit cards not going through and not having 
enough money available to get home, and a stern Russian atheistic judge who was suspicious of why two young 
Americans with no infertility problems would want to adopt an older girl from their country. 

What if we were denied the adoption? What if our plane was sabotaged? What if our paperwork was not 
complete and we weren’t allowed to leave the country? What if we never got to see our friends and loved ones 
again? What if everything did go through and our plane landed safely back home, but our daughter never loved 
us? What was our fire to be? 

When God told my husband he was about to go through the fire, it made us want to run and hide or try to 
muster every bit of strength we had to pray against the fire. But what do you do when the fire is not an attack of 
the enemy, but a loving, cleansing agent of a holy God? 

We try with all of our Bible-toting might to quote enough Scriptures to pray our way out of the fire, but 
without the cleansing of the fire, the dross would overtake anything of value in our lives and pollute the entire 
vessel so that it could no longer be ready for the Master’s use. The fire is the last thing we want, but it is the very 
thing we need. Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, we need to be willing to go into the fiery furnace, because 
only in the midst of the fire, will we see the Lord face to face in all His glory. (Daniel 3) If we want to be molded, 
we must first be melted. 

Refined Like Gold 

I remember a few years ago, I was working for an international jewelry designer, Richard Kimball. Never 
having been around that industry, it was an experience that forever opened my eyes, not only to things in the 
natural, but also to their connotations in the spiritual. Richard was an artist and would painstakingly create each 
piece of jewelry as its own miniature masterpiece, with no two pieces alike. First he would buy the gold. The gold 
would be bought in the form of coins that had already gone through the refining process for purity. It is a 
painstaking process, but absolutely essential to the quality of the gold, and thus anything made with it. 

The preferred method of refining gold, which almost isn't used anymore, is refining in a fiery furnace. "In 
ancient times, this form of refining involved a craftsman sitting next to a hot fire with molten gold in a crucible 
being stirred and skimmed to remove the impurities or dross that rose to the top of the molten metal. With flames 
reaching temperatures in excess of 1000 degrees Celsius, this job was definitely a dangerous occupation for the 
gold refiner." (gold-traders.co.uk) 
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The safer, more modern method involves the use of chemicals to refine the gold. Stick with me and you'll 
see why this is important to know. Remember, you are the gold and your job is to be refined by God Himself, the 
Master Refiner. 

"First you will melt your gold scrap to create a homogeneous alloy which is then poured into shot or bar 
and rolled into a thin sheet so it will dissolve easily in an acid called Aqua Regia. It is then placed in an acid proof 
container of plastic or a glass beaker under a fume hood and covered with the Aqua Regia to dissolve the alloy. 
Once the gold alloy is dissolved, it leaves behind silver in the chemical form of silver chloride that will not 
dissolve and must be filtered out. After filtering the acid solution containing the gold, it is diluted with cold water 
and a chemical is added to the filtrate (clear filtered acid containing the gold), to make the gold precipitate (rain 
down) from the solution. The gold will settle to the bottom of the container as a dark to light brown powder, and 
after the acid clarifies, it is siphoned off or carefully poured off of the gold precipitate. Then the gold precipitate 
is washed, dried, melted, and poured into bars or shot. This gold you have refined, using a hydrometallurgical 
method will be 99.9% gold. In order to produce 9995 Fine Gold, it may need to be refined again. If 9999 or higher 
fineness is desired, it will have to be refined by electroplating the gold in a bath of gold chloride and hydrochloric 
acid, which will remove trace impurities that mainly consist of silver." ("How to Refine Gold and Silver" by Steve 
K. Looser, http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Steve_K_Looser) 

Now, I know that is highly techincal and may sound like Greek, but look at it carefully and hear with your 
heart. It is a process. One that you and I don't understand--even in the natural when it's explained to us. But guess 
what? We don't need to understand it; we just need to submit to it. 

Now, back to my example. The refining is it's own process, but we're not finished yet. Once the gold was 
refined, it would be purchased by Richard in the form of gold coins in order to create his one-of-a-kind 
masterpieces. Coins would be put into the fire again to melt them out of the shape of coins, or they would be 
squeezed and flattened into sheets of gold. (Do you ever feel like you're being squeezed? Or tried by fire?) When 
the sheets were ready, Richard would cut them into tiny pieces with very sharp scissors, creating gold chips ready 
to be heated with fire until they became liquid. Once the gold was able to pour, it would be emptied into a mold 
that had been prepared for it in advance. ("For I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you, says teh Lord, 
thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome." Jeremiah 
29:11) The gold would be forced into every nook and cranny of the mold and then cooled rapidly to make the 
gold hard and strong. Then the ring would be taken out of the mold and filed with a sharp tool until all of the 
sharp edges were removed. The ring would then go through the polishing process with even finer tools scraping 
at its surface to remove any edges that the file had missed and to make it perfectly smooth. ("So that He might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of waterwith teh Word" Ephesians 5:26) After it was completely 
smooth, the ring was ready to be set with jewels and re-polished and cleaned. Finally, the ring, after many 
inspections, would be ready for the finger of a king. 

It is in the process of the purifying fire, the snipping, the molding, the shaping, the filing, the polishing, 
and the cleansing, that the ring is made ready. If any step in the process were overlooked or done carelessly, the 
ring would never be suitable for the King. And if we do not allow Him to put us through the fire to cleanse us, 
soften our hardened hearts, and purify us, if we do not allow Him to press us into a mold of His choosing, if we 
fight against the scraping away of the old nature and hardened heart and don’t allow Him to remove the calluses 
of religion and greed and lust, if we try to keep Him from polishing the tarnish of the world from us, or fight 
against being removed from pollutants, and beg not to be cleansed of our own self-righteousness and self-serving 
nature and pride, we will never be a jeweled ornament for His glory. We will never be a Bride fit for the King. 

As a piece of gold cannot possibly decide what masterpiece it should be and cannot make itself pure, 
neither can we. Gold cannot mold itself. And a ring cannot file away its own impurities. We can only become all 
that we can be in the hands of the One Who made us. We can only be the Bride He wants to make us, if we are 
willing to let Him turn up the fire and remove the dross. 
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The Fire of His Love 

The fire is not a fire of condemnation, but a fire of love. We can’t even fathom the love of a God that 
would leave the worship and adoration of thousands upon thousands of glorious angels and the expanse of 
timelessness to cram His way into the womb of a teenage girl and be confined to time and space, born as a lowly 
infant in a dank and dingy horse trough. How great is the love of our God, Who gave up all the glory and majesty 
of His heavenly estate to make His way from a borrowed womb to a borrowed tomb just to find a permanent 
home in your heart. 

I cannot personally fathom the love of Someone Who not only sacrificed Himself in my place, piercing 
His holy hands and feet through and suffering more than we can ever imagine to make a way for me, in my filth 
and my shame, to come into His holy presence, but also the love of Someone Who came looking for me when I 
never even had a desire to look for Him. It wasn’t like He made a way for me when I was clean and pure and 
lovely, but He loved me in the midst of my filth and venom and sin and sacrificed everything to draw me to 
Himself. That is the kind of love He gives. That is the kind of love He is. 

It is His love that drives Him. Love is the chariot that brought Him from the highest heights of heaven 
into the filthy stall of a manger. And it is that same chariot that drove Him to the cross. Don’t forget, Jesus didn’t 
want to do it, but it was His love that carried Him up Calvary’s hill, and love was the nails that held Him to our 
only chance at redemption. It is that same love that beckons you closer, into the very intimate presence of our 
Lord. For it is for the promise of His Bride that He suffered so. 

It is His love that stretches us and calls us ever higher into His presence. It is His love that can accept 
nothing less than a Bride without spot or wrinkle, or blemish of any kind. And it is His love right now that asks 
you to walk this steep and narrow path. The road that leads to the wedding supper of the Lamb is paved with 
repentant hearts, humility, and reverent obedience. The road is long and narrow and steep, but the chariot in which 
we ride is Love. 

Dearest Heavenly Father, although my flesh, as weak as it is, trembles at the very thought of going into 
Your holy fire, and everything in me wants to fight against it, I will submit myself to Your refining process 
now, in Jesus’ name. I know it is a fire of Your love, that it is in no way to hurt me or harm me, but simply 
to remove the filth in my life so that I can grow more and more into the image of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah. I know that through the cleansing of Your holy fire and the washing of water by the 
Word of God, You will prepare me to be a bride fit for the King of Glory and that You will pull me right 
into Your very bosom and share with me the most intimate and precious longings of Your heart. Lord, I 
pray that in Your wonderful mercy and grace You would grant me a new and profound revelation of the 
height and depth and length and width of Your love for me. That You would give me a revelation of You, 
not only as my Father and my Friend, but as my Groom, my Husband, and my passionate and adoring 
Love. Help me to have a greater love for You that I, also, can shower You with my love and affections. 
Help me to put You first and foremost in my heart and life and learn what it means to be Your bride. Help 
me to understand the depth of my calling and the longings of Your heart for close, intimate fellowship 
with me. Turn up the heat, Lord, and melt my hardened heart. Pour me out like water into the mold of 
Your choosing. Clip and chisel and shape me into the masterpiece You have ordained me to be. Make me 
fit to be an ornament for Your glory and Your praise. I submit myself totally and completely into Your 
hands, Father, and trust that Your ways are higher than my ways and everything You have for me is for 
my good, for my benefit, and for my future. I thank you that after I have been through the fire, I shall come 
forth as gold and remain right in the very palm of Your hands, in Your will, and abide in ever increasing 
intimacy with You, my Lord and my Savior. In Jesus’ holy name, Amen. 
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Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Malachi 3:1-3 
- Matthew 11:10 
- Luke 1:13-17,76 
- Revelation 6:12-17 
- Daniel 3 
- Jeremiah 29:11 
- Ephesians 5:26 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I submit to God for change in my life?  
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Chapter 3: The Disheveled Bride 

"And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, all arrayed like a bride 
beautified and adorned for her husband." (Revelation 21:2) 

Distorted Relationships 

The devil has managed to pervert and distort all of the relationships that God uses as natural prototypes to explain 
to us deeper revelations of Himself. For generations, the devil has attacked the relationship of father and child. 
Many children growing up today don’t understand whom they are because they didn’t know their father. Many 
were abandoned, abused, ignored, or molested by their father, and thus have a distorted image of God, our true 
Father. The more the devil can keep us out of a loving and trusting relationship with God, the more he can keep 
us from fulfilling our divine purpose and winning souls into the Kingdom. 

Jesus is the Friend that sticks closer than a brother. (Proverbs 18:24) For some this wonderful image has 
been shattered because their trust has been abused, as a "Judas" snuck into their camp. For others, the thought of 
Jesus as Friend only reopens the wound of a broken heart left by a friend who died too soon or abandoned them 
in the midst of their greatest time of need. 

Likewise, the devil has severely destroyed and perverted the sanctity of marriage so that we might not 
acknowledge Jesus as Husband. For me, accepting God as Father and Friend were not difficult, but as Husband 
sent me for a loop. 

You see, growing up I had a very distorted view of marriage. As a child, I witnessed the divorce of my 
mother and father, the marriage of my mother and stepfather, the divorce of my mother and stepfather, the 
marriage of my father and stepmother, the divorce of my father and stepmother, the marriage of my mother and 
new stepfather, and the marriage of my father and new stepmother. By the time I was thirteen and totally confused, 
I had a total of six parents, including two ex-stepparents, and five stepsiblings, including two ex-stepsiblings. My 
husband's experience was not dissimilar. So, Paul and I were two people with seven parents, three ex-parents and 
a very unhealthy view of marriage. 

Do understand that I hold nothing against my parents or step-parents, or anyone who has gone through 
similar trials, but know that divorce alters the way people see God as father. Period. 

Unfortunately, I’m more the rule in this wayward experience than the exception. With a divorce rate of 
more than 50%, with unbelievers and believers alike, most kids growing up today have experienced the same lack 
of stability in their homes. Also, tragically on the rise are homosexual marriages, marriages of convenience, not 
love, and open marriages where spouses agree to sleep with multiple partners. All of these perversions of true 
love shake their fist in the face of a holy and righteous God and scar and wound so many into distrusting love. 
God is the only source of real love because He is love (1 John 4:8); and His plan for marriage was perfect, without 
a flaw. What we have done with God’s perfect and holy covenant of marriage is a disgrace to our holy Creator 
and a hindrance to our lives and families. 

Why do you think the devil has gone so heavily after these most important relationships? Partially it is 
because "The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy" (John 10:10a), which destroys lives, shatters 
dreams, and sends people off the course that God had for their lives, thus making it much more difficult to fulfill 
their God-ordained purpose. The devil has also attacked relationships because he wants to pervert the image in 
people’s minds about Who God is. If we don’t understand Who He is and what His relationship is to us, we can 
never enter the level of intimacy with Him that He desires to share with us. If we don’t understand God’s great 
love for us, we enter into relationship with Him suspicious, untrusting, and unyielded to His Holy Spirit. 

God allowed us to have earthly prototypes of Who He is to us, because He wants us to know Him. When 
the Bible talks about "knowing" someone, as Adam "knew" Eve, it is talking about that intimate bond of two 
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becoming one flesh (Genesis 2:23,24; Matthew 19:5; 1 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 5:31-33) in the holy bond of 
marriage. The husband knows the wife by entering into her body. God wants to know you intimately as His 
beloved bride. Do you really know God? Has He entered into you? 

True Intimacy 

For me, intimacy has been a difficult thing—real intimacy. Before I was a Christian I lived as the world 
lives. I didn’t wait until my wedding night to bestow on my one true love the gift that was only intended for him. 
And so, in the midst of seeking true intimacy, in the midst of seeking to share my heart and soul with another, in 
the midst of trying to connect with someone on a deeper level, it always fell short and I was left feeling robbed 
of a most precious gift, rejected, unloved, and alone. 

So, when I met my, now, husband, I held back my truest heart from him, worried that he too might trample 
all over my affections and rip my heart in two with no thought of my devastation. I entered into relationship with 
him cautiously, not fully yielding my heart to him. 

I went through a real trial of love when God told us to adopt our, then, eight-year-old daughter from 
Russia. I had prayed for her and cried for her every day for three years to bring her home. I had paced the floor 
and had many sleepless nights as I was preparing to birth the promise that God had placed in my heart. When we 
finally met her face to face, she hugged and kissed us and called us Mama and Papa. My heart was overflowing 
with joy, that is, until we left the orphanage. 

The second we left the orphanage, she bonded completely and totally with my husband and absolutely 
rejected me. I remember hiding in the shower of our hotel bathroom, because there was no other place to be alone, 
with tears streaming down my face as I cried out to God, "I’m the one that has carried this promise with a broken 
heart for three years. I am the one who has prayed night and day for this child. I am the one who has jumped 
through bureaucratic hoops to complete all of the paperwork without a flaw. Why can’t I be the one that she 
loves?" 

Then, I remembered my prayer to the Lord before we flew to Russia, "Lord, if she can only bond with one 
of us, let it be with my husband." At that moment, I wondered why I prayed something so crazy, but after thinking 
about it, I realized that was exactly the desire of my heart, knowing that my husband, too, had been too hurt by 
love and rejection and I didn’t want to see if he could handle a rejection of this magnitude. 

At that moment, in that Russian shower, I built an altar with my tears, and on that altar, I laid down my 
need to be loved in return. I made a solemn vow to the Lord that whether she ever loved me or not, my job was 
to raise a little woman of God and prepare her both for her natural husband, and for her eternal Husband. My job 
was to teach her, by example, what it is to be a woman of God, a loving mother, and a loving and faithful wife. 
My job was not to be loved in return or take anything from her, but to teach and to train, and to love—without 
condition. 

That is the Lord’s love for us—unconditional. Whether we love Him or not, He loves us. Whether we 
honor Him or not, He loves us. Whether we obey Him or not, He loves us. And whether we will ever walk with 
Him or not, He died for us, because of His never-ending, passionate, selfless love for us. 

We want to be intimate with God, to not be suspicious and hold back our love from Him, but do we even 
know how to have true intimacy, unconditional, selfless, sacrificial love with one another? I believe that our 
sexual relations and lack of true intimacy as Christians are a secretive and hurtful issue, but it is something that 
needs to be addressed. I know this is an altar call few would come down for because of our pride, yet, it is an area 
of hurt and despair in which our loving Savior wants to see us set free. I know all you pastors, pastors’ wives, 
deacons, and spiritual authorities would never admit to this kind of problem. With a divorce rate in the church no 
less than that of the world, and many pastors and church leaders falling into pornography and adultery, I think it’s 
time we stopped pretending everything is fine, and instead let Jesus heal our hurt hearts and lives. 

Most people don’t admit the truth, but since the Lord has made me transparent, I’ll tell you the truth in 
my life. The truth is that my husband and I both came into the marriage relationship defiled. Neither of us had 
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thought enough of the gift of our bodies and the coming together of two into one important enough or special 
enough to save for that one person that God had chosen to be our lifelong mate. Instead, before we were Christians 
and before we were married, we succumbed to the pleasures of the moment and both gave into lustful desires 
with other partners. 

The Bible is clear that it was the act of the two bodies coming together that created a marriage bond. 
(Matthew 19:5,6) You may not want to admit it, but you may need to spiritually untie some bonds you made 
outside of wedlock, since according to how God views marriage, you are married to anyone you united your body 
with. 

To amplify how important marriage is to God, He ratified it with a covenant. If you look back throughout 
history, God put it on the heart of all races of people that if you really wanted to seal an agreement, you used 
blood. When families would make a peace treaty, the head of each clan would cut their hand in the presence of 
all and shake hands, thus exchanging blood with one another. I remember as children, long before I had ever 
heard a single word from the Bible, when we took a solemn oath with one another, we would each prick our 
fingers and touch them to one another, thus making a blood covenant that couldn’t be changed. God set up 
marriage to be that way. 

In the Old Testament, at the time of the wedding, the virgin would be brought to the groom. The marriage 
took place not when they exchanged rings or said vows, but when he went into her, broke her hymen, and created 
a blood covenant with her. They would even use the sheets as evidence of whether or not she was a virgin, by the 
evidence of blood, because of the great importance of the blood covenant. That is a symbol of the spiritual 
marriage that God did in us when Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, went behind the veil in the heavenly 
Holy of Holies and placed His Own blood on the mercy seat on the altar of God. He made a blood covenant with 
God, buying us for Himself as His Bride. 

To promote abstinence until marriage, some friends of mine go into the high schools in our area. In one 
of their illustrations, they take two pieces of tissue paper and tape them together, representing two people coming 
together in a sexual relationship. Then they pull the two pieces of tissue apart to show what happens when there 
is a break-up. They take those two shredded pieces and stick them to two other pieces, and so on. Each time they 
joined and separated the tissues, each became more and more shredded. With each person you are intimate with, 
it not only shreds your heart, but it acts as a robber of your dignity, purity, and God’s covenant. Every person you 
have been intimate with also took part of you with them. After multiple partners, there is very little left of you to 
finally give to the one God has chosen for you and to give to God Himself. 

I’ll be very honest with you, when I gave my body away outside of marriage, there was little left that was 
special enough to give to my true love. When I became a Christian, I had a very hard time with sex. How could 
what I now understood to be sin and filthy and totally impelled from the carnal nature now not only be acceptable, 
but a holy and pure act of love? I mention this because I’m sure that I was not alone in my thinking. I think this 
is something that eats away at Christian couples like a cancer and I want us to allow Jesus to heal and restore us. 

After my spirit was awakened and I was born again, the Lord had to show me that any sexual relationship 
outside of marriage was sin in His holy eyes. Whatever sin any of us has committed, we first have to see it for 
what it is and let it make us sick to think of hurting a holy God before we can truly repent from it and be forgiven 
and cleansed from all wrong doing. The problem was that once I saw it as sin—which sex is not sin, but sex 
outside of marriage is—I had a hard time seeing sex as anything but filthy, even after I got married. 

My spirit had been awakened and now was ruling my bodily members; the problem was that my husband 
and I had not yet learned to make love spirit, soul, and body. That is how God intended it to be—a union of our 
triune personality, a complete harmony of pleasure in all three realms. I think the reason many couples struggle 
with dissatisfaction in their sexual relationship is because they are only making love on one or two of the three 
levels. Any woman will tell you she feels cheap if she feels her husband is only interested in her body. She needs 
the emotional connection, heart-to-heart, and the supernatural, spirit-to-spirit. I think men need all three levels 
too, although they may not admit to it. 

We also need to remember who rules our triune being. Women, we are not ruled by our emotions, but by 
the Spirit of God living inside us. Men, you are not ruled by the pleasures of your body, but by the Holy Spirit. 
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Let God into your bedrooms because He is the One Who created sex in the first place and He wants to make you 
whole and complete, lacking nothing. 

When I laid my need to be loved by my daughter on the altar before the Lord, He instantly united our 
family in perfect love and a supernatural bond. And as He did with my daughter, He did in my marriage. As I laid 
down all of my fears of rejection, fears of true intimacy, fears of humiliation and misuse, He burned in me a true 
and everlasting passion, a greater intimacy, and a desire to shower the one that I love with all of my love—without 
condition. 

Passion Breeds More Passion 

Amazingly, my new passion in my marriage and the new intimacy in my home directly correspond to the 
new passion and intimacy I have for the Lord. Everything from God has meanings in the different realms. He 
wants us to enjoy sex with our spouse, but there is an even greater reason for sex. He wants us to have a 
relationship on earth that is a shadow of His relationship to us in the heavenlies. His desire is for us to be intimate 
with Him. 

One of the translations of the word for worship, which will probably give a coronary to any of you who 
are prude like me, is intercourse. God wants to be intimate with us. He wants to enter into us in purity and love. 
How can we understand such spiritual intimacy unless we can first understand it in the natural? 

I’m sure it is easy to tell who has a passionate relationship with their spouse and who doesn’t, simply 
based on how they worship God. The Bible tells us, "For he who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, 
cannot love God, Whom he has not seen." (1 John 4:20b) How can you be passionate and intimate with God 
Whom you cannot see when you are not passionate and intimate with your spouse whom you can see? 

At times, even in the holy bond of marriage, one partner just wants their physical needs met, while the 
other needs to connect heart-to-heart and spirit-to-spirit, as well. We have the opportunity to give and to take 
away, to bless and to curse, and when our eyes are only on our own needs, we can actually take away from the 
one we love the most, instead of adding to them. Unfortunately, the selfish desire to only meet our own needs 
will leave the other feeling cheap and used. God showed me that this is exactly how He feels when we don’t come 
to Him with our whole hearts. When we just want something from Him, instead of just wanting to be with Him. 

Let that sink in a moment. God feels cheap and used when we come into His presence without giving Him 
our whole hearts! When you come before the Lord, are you in a hurry, or distracted, or uncomfortable, or 
unthankful, or unloving, or distant, or jaded, or angry? How often are you selfish, wanting to get what you came 
for and get back to meeting your own carnal desires as fast as you can? How often do you come before Him with 
impure motives, only wanting your flesh tickled or your circumstances changed or your name praised, but have 
no plan whatsoever to honor and adore Him just for Who He is? How often do you come before the King without 
a gift—and don't let anyone trick you into thinking that money is the gift that really gets God excited. He wants 
the gift of your whole heart. 

He does not want our sacrifices. He does not need our songs. He doesn’t need your weekly tip that you 
throw into the basket. He wants your heart. If you come into His presence without giving Him your whole heart, 
you make Him feel cheap and dirty, like a whore. And there you stand before Him, unappreciative, unyielded, 
untouched, saying, "Bless me, bless me, bless me." Thank God for His mercy and His grace, but don’t take 
advantage of the One who bought your very life for you. "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God [do not offend 
or vex or sadden Him], by Whom you were sealed (marked, branded as God's own, secured) for the day of 
redemption (of final deliverance through Christ from evil and the consequences of sin)" Ephesians 4:30 Give Him 
your heart. 
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Till Death Do Us Part 

Because of our earthly marriage being a foreshadowing of our heavenly one, God always designed it to 
be "'till death do us part". I believe that when we entered this earth, we were in covenant, like a marriage 
relationship, with the devil. Romans 7:2, 3 states, "For instance, a married woman is bound by law to her husband 
as long as he lives; but if her husband dies, she is loosed and discharged from the law concerning her husband. 
Accordingly, she will be held an adulteress if she unites herself to another man while her husband lives. But if 
her husband dies, the marriage law no longer is binding on her [she is free from that law]; and if she unites 
herself to another man, she is not an adulteress." 

Obviously, since Satan was created as an angelic being with eternal life that could not be revoked "for 
God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable. [He never withdraws them once they are given" (Romans 11:29), we 
can’t wait for him to die to be set free from that covenant – we must die ourselves. 

I believe that is one of the many reasons it is so important to be born again. If we really have died to our 
flesh, crucifying our own human nature, we are free from our covenant with the devil, because he only owns us 
as human beings and our covenant only stands until we die. Once we die to ourselves, we are released from that 
covenant of destruction and death and are reborn as totally new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17), free from the law 
of sin and death, "For the law of the Spirit of life which is in Christ Jesus [the law of our new being] has freed 
me from the law of sin and death." (Romans 8:2). Being freed from the covenant of death, we are now born again 
to enter a new, better covenant of life everlasting, through the shed blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

God is not a Polygamist 

God has blessed us beyond what we could ever imagine with the greater covenant He has given us, but 
somehow our minds must have become blinded. Somehow, while we continue to worship Him, we must have 
lost sight of His character and His goodness. For if we understood His character and His holy nature, we would 
never accuse Him of being a polygamist! He is not chasing and wooing one Bride, while working on another 
down the street. He is not a pervert or "making the rounds". He is after one Bride—one Bride that is united in 
heart and purpose. One Bride that shares His heart and His passion. One Bride that wears no other name than His. 
She is not one Bride severed into many pieces and strewn across the land. She is one. 

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is (springs) from God; and he who loves his fellowmen is 
begotten (born) of God and is coming progressively to know and understand God [to perceive and 
recognize and get a better and clearer knowledge of Him]. He who does not love has not become 
acquainted with God [does not and never did know Him], for God is love." (1 John 4:7,8) 

If we are crying out for revival and for our precious Savior to come back to claim His Bride, it’s about 
time we tore down the denominational barriers and put His Bride in her rightful place—together! Don’t wait until 
the pastor decides to call a truce with the church down the street, because it may precisely be the blinding power 
of his own pride that kept him from his fellow brothers all these years anyway. It is only pride that could separate 
and devour, only pride that could thumb its nose at the brotherhood and still claim to love God, and only pride 
that could cause a rift so thick that no human can repair the gap. But it is precisely in the midst of the impossible 
that our precious Way Maker can make Himself known to be exactly Who He is—King of Kings, Lord of Lords, 
and our perfect Husband, without spot or wrinkle. 
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A Holy Bride 

The Bride of Christ is perfectly suited for Him, without spot or wrinkle or blemish of any kind. "And I 
saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, all arrayed like a bride beautified and 
adorned for her husband. Then in the Spirit He conveyed me away to a vast and lofty mountain and exhibited to 
me the holy [hallowed, consecrated] city of Jerusalem descending out of heaven from God, clothed in God’s glory 
[in all its splendor and radiance]. The luster of it resembled a rare and most precious jewel, like jasper, shining 
clear as crystal. But nothing that defiles or profanes or is unwashed shall ever enter it, nor anyone who commits 
abominations (unclean, detestable, morally repugnant things) or practices falsehood, but only those whose names 
are recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life." (Revelation 21:2,10,11,27 [Isaiah 24:33; Isaiah 60:1,19; Ezekiel 40:2]) 

The Bride of Christ is holy, hallowed, consecrated and set apart for God. Her eyes do not look on any 
unclean thing. Her lips do not speak forth lies, exaggerations, falsehoods, slander, or gossip. Her ears are free of 
foul language and blasphemy. Her hands are clean – innocent of the blood of others, blameless of any wrongdoing. 
Her feet do not stray from their appointed path. Her stride is steady and sure. Her heart is free from hypocrisy, 
bitterness, pride, vanity, jealousy, strife, and greed. She is eager and alert, waiting joyfully for her Groom. Her 
mind is free from idle talk, senseless reasonings, doubt, and fear. She is dressed in white and adorned in treasures. 
She is pure in word, in thought, and in deed. She is undefiled by the filth of the world. She is holy because He is 
holy. (Leviticus 11:44) She is ready because He is coming soon. ("Let all men know and perceive and recognize 
Your unselfishness (Your considerateness, Your forebearing spirit). The Lord is near [He is coming soon]." 
Philippians 4:5) 

He is looking for a Bride. The day is quickly approaching. Are you ready? 

Dearest Heavenly Father, please forgive my stupidity. Forgive my selfishness. Forgive me for not coming 
before Your holy presence with the only gift you want from me, my heart. Forgive me for holding parts of 
my love back from you. Forgive me for not giving myself to You wholly, spirit, soul, and body. Forgive 
me, Lord, for withholding my love from my spouse. Forgive me for being selfish in our bedroom. Forgive 
me for not meeting his/her needs with a worshipful heart and for not letting You into our bedroom. You 
alone, Lord, are the third strand of the cord that holds us together. Bind us together with You, in perfect 
union, Lord, spirit, soul, and body. Forgive me for not saving myself for the one you had chosen for me. 
Forgive me for taking lightly what You call sacred. Release me from the bonds of covenant with every 
other partner I have had. Purify me, Lord, and purify my marriage bed. Don’t let me be too proud to 
accept Your help and forgiveness. Teach us to enter into a bond of holy matrimony, as You had ordained 
it to be. Remove everything that is indecent or impure from our midst and give us the joy of renewed purity 
and wholeness in You. Teach me to love You more, be more intimate with You, be more transparent before 
You, be more worshipful of You, and give me a burning passion for time alone in Your holy presence. I 
love you, Lord. Lord of Glory, please reveal to me what I need to do to prepare myself to be a bride ready 
for You, without spot, or wrinkle, or blemish of any kind. Teach me what it means to be Your betrothed. 
Let my prayers come before Your throne as sweet smelling incense and luxurious perfume. Teach me what 
it means to be Your representation in the earth. Wash me with Fuller’s soap and burn me with the Refiner’s 
fire to remove all the dross and impurities from my life. Give me a greater revelation of You as my awaiting 
Groom. Anoint me with the oil of Your precious Holy Spirit, and help me to be ready for Your soon return, 
in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look them up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Revelation 21:2,10,11,27 
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- Proverbs 18:24 
- John 10:10a 
- Genesis 2:23,24 
- Matthew 19:5,6 
- 1 Corinthians 6:16 
- Ephesians 5:31-33 
- 1 John 4:7,8,20b 
- Romans 7:2,3 
- Romans 11:29 
- 2 Corinthians 5:17 
- Romans 8:2 
- Isaiah 24:23 
- Isaiah 60:1,19 
- Ezekiel 40:2 
- Ephesians 4:30 
- Leviticus 11:44 
- Philippians 4:5 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 4: Commanded to Holiness 

"For I am the Lord your God; so consecrate yourselves and be holy, for I am holy; For I am the Lord your God 
Who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore you shall be holy, for I am holy." (Leviticus 

11:44a,45 [1 Thessalonians 4:7,8; 1 Peter 1:14-16]) 

God is Holy 

We must first understand that God is holy. Completely. Totally. Unmistakably. He is holy, perfect, just, and true. 
Without a revelation of the holiness of God, there is no fear of God, and thus no true wisdom, for the Bible says 
that "The reverent and worshipful fear of the Lord is the beginning (the chief and choice part) of Wisdom, and 
the knowledge of the Holy One is insight and understanding." (Proverbs 9:10) Yes, God is love and he is forgiving 
and merciful, but He is also our righteous King. 

In the book of Esther, God gives us a prototype of Himself as King through the life of King Ahasuerus 
(Xerxes). At this period of time, the king was so powerful and revered, that even King Ahasuerus, a pagan king 
outside of God’s covenant, had the power to put his own wife to death if she came into his presence without 
permission. "All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that any person, be it man or 
woman, who shall go into the inner court to the king without being called shall be put to death; there is but one 
law for him, except him to whom the king shall hold out the golden scepter, that he may live." (Esther 4:11a) 

God wanted to make sure that we understood the office of King and of His immeasurable holiness. If it 
were not for the blood of Jesus Christ, by which He personally gives us His invitation into His inner courts, the 
very Holy of Holies, and extends to us the favor of the golden scepter, we too would be consumed and cremated 
upon trying to enter into His very throne room without that covering of Jesus’ holy blood. 

In the American church today, I think we downplay His righteousness. We present a greasy gospel so that 
we can get a lot of names on decision cards, keep a record of how many lives WE have touched, and feel that we 
are being successful for the kingdom of God--or even worse, we fill the seats of the church in order to fill the 
offering buckets. We give people just the easy side of Christian life, like "God will provide all of your needs" 
(Philippians 4:19), and "God will heal your body and your marriage" (1 Peter 2:24, Ephesians 5:21-33), while 
leaving out the holy requirements of His promises— not letting people count the costs of following Him for 
themselves. 

Jesus instructs us to count the costs before following Him, "For which of you, wishing to build a farm 
building, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see whether he has sufficient means to finish it? 
Otherwise, when he has laid the foundation and is unable to complete the building, all who see it will begin to 
mock and jeer him, saying, This man began to build and was not able (worth enough) to finish. Or what king, 
going out to engage in conflict with another king, will not first sit down and consider and take counsel whether 
he is able with ten thousand men to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if he cannot do 
so, when the other king is still a great way off, he sends an envoy and asks the terms of peace. So then, any of you 
who does not forsake (renounce, surrender claim to, give up, say good-bye to) all that he has cannot be My 
disciple." (Luke 14:28-33) Wow! Is that what the Bible says? That is some pretty tough language. Whoever does 
not kiss all his stuff goodbye cannot be God's disciple? God is not our lottery check or our sugar daddy in the sky. 
He is holy and is to be feared with awe. 

33 
 



The New Covenant Ark 

If you are full of the Holy Spirit, you are the New Covenant Ark of the Covenant that carries the power 
and majesty of God Almighty in your earthen vessel. Don’t forget what happened to Uzzah when David went to 
retrieve the Old Covenant Ark of the Covenant from Kiriath-jearim. Don't remember Uzzah, well let me tell you 
why he is important enough to be mentioned in the Bible. "And they set the ark of God upon a new cart and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, drove the 
new cart. And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, with the ark of God; and Ahio 
went before the ark. And David and all the house of Israel played before the Lord with all their might, with songs, 
lyres, harps, tambourines, castanets, and cymbals. And when they came to Nacon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put 
out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled and shook it. And the anger of the Lord 
was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for touching the ark, and he died there by the ark of God. 
David was grieved and offended because the Lord had broken forth upon Uzzah, and that place is called Perez-
uzzah [the breaking forth of Uzzah] to this day." (2 Samuel 6:3-8) 

There's not really a gentle way to say this, so I'll just say it. Uzzah was severed in half by the power of 
God because he casually touched what was holy to God. I'm sure he didn't think what he was doing was wrong. 
And it's not like he was spraying it with graphiti and defiling it. It shook. He steadied it. He died. Dramatically. 
We cannot be casual in the manner in which we handle what God considers holy. Now we're going to get a bit 
scary. The ark carried the glory of God, right? Don't we, if we're born again? God considers your body holy, for 
you are the New Covenant Ark of the Covenant in an earthen vessel. Do not defile the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
"Do you not know that your body is the temple (the very sanctuary) of the Holy Spirit Who lives within you, 
Whom you have received [as a Gift] from God? You are not your own." 1 Corinthians 6:19 So, do not carry the 
Glory of God unworthily. 

His holiness and power are so apparent throughout all of the Old Testament, but for some reason we think 
that today He will just overlook our sins or sweep them under the carpet. We say that, "Jesus Christ (the Messiah) 
is always the same, yesterday, today, yes and forever to the ages." (Hebrews 13:8) If we truly believed that, we 
would not live like we live. 

It should go unsaid that a Christian has no business defiling his temple by drinking, smoking, doing drugs, 
watching violent movies, looking at pornography, or being greedy for gain. But what equally defiles the temple 
of our bodies, yet is a much more subtle deceiver is pride, envy, jealousy, strife, backbiting, contentions, lust, 
covetousness, ambition, stinginess, bitterness, unforgiveness, finger-pointing, self-righteousness, hypocrisy, 
disobedience, etc. To have the honor of carrying the Glory of a holy God, we must continually check the quality 
of the character of our vessel, for even only a little dirt ("Well, it only has a few swear words, but they’re really 
not that bad.") can corrupt the entire vessel. "A little leaven (a slight inclination to error, or a few false teachers) 
leavens the whole lump [it perverts the whole conception of faith or misleads the whole church]." (Galatians 5:9) 

Unholy Fire 

God’s holy nature requires our obedience, whether we understand why or not. When Aaron’s two sons, 
as priests unto God, went into the holy place and burned a different kind of incense to God than what He had 
commanded, they were instantly burned to a crisp. "And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer 
and put fire in it, and put incense on it, and offered strange and unholy fire before the Lord, as He had not 
commanded them. And there came forth fire from before the Lord and killed them, and they died before the 
LordÖAnd Moses said to Aaron and Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons [the father and brothers of the two priests 
whom God had slain for offering false fire], Do not uncover your heads or let your hair go loose or tear your 
clothes, lest you die also and lest God’s wrath should come upon all the congregation." (Leviticus 10:1,2,6a) 

Priest Nadab and Priest Abihu were trained in the ways of God, and they, themselves were purified and 
consecrated unto God as His holy priests. God had been very specific in commanding them what incense to burn 
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before Him, and they knew it well. But this day, they thought they would offer up something special to God, 
something a little different than what He had commanded. It was still incense. It still smelled good and seemed 
to fulfill the same purpose, but when they burned before God what He did not command them to burn, He 
consumed them in the fire of His holiness. 

When Joshua went up against the enemies of Israel, in Ai, to take the land that the Lord had promised 
him, to his surprise, thirty-six of his soldiers were killed in the battle that they should have so easily won from 
their enemies. Joshua fell down on his face before the Lord to find out why this catastrophe had come on God’s 
people. Then the Lord, in His holiness, revealed to Joshua that a member of the family of God had taken of the 
plunder that the Lord said to destroy. "The Lord said to Joshua, Get up! Why do you lie thus upon your face? 
Israel has sinned; they have transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. They have taken some of the 
things devoted for destruction; they have stolen, and lied, and put them among their own baggage. That is why 
the Israelites could not stand before their enemies, but fled before them; they are accursed and have become 
devoted for destruction. I will cease to be with you unless you destroy the accursed (devoted) things among you." 
(Joshua 7:10-12) 

Achan had only taken a few little trinkets that were going to the garbage anyway. It wasn’t like actually 
stealing, was it? It was just such a small amount, what could that hurt? (Don’t forget, Adam didn’t fall because 
he ate a bushel of apples from the forbidden tree, but all of mankind fell from only one bite.) (Genesis 3) 

Because of Achan’s disobedience to the direct command of the Lord, God commanded that Achan, his 
wife, and his children be stoned to death and that all of his belongings, including his livestock be burned by fire. 
"And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan son of Zerah, and the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his 
sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had; and they brought them to the 
Valley of Achor. And Joshua said, Why have you brought trouble on us? The Lord will trouble you this day. And 
all Israel stoned him and those with him with stones, and afterward burned their bodies with fire." (Joshua 
7:24,25) Seems extreme? Maybe—but then again, maybe not. 

What if God would have had such an attitude as Nadab and Abihu or Achan or Adam when He sent Jesus 
to earth to redeem us from our sins? What if Jesus didn’t follow God’s commands exactly? What if He let His 
eye look on a beautiful woman one moment too long? What if He picked twelve different apostles? What if He 
died, but not by way of the cross, what would be of us? If He diverted from God’s command in the least degree, 
He would have made God out to be a liar and there would be no sacrifice able to meet God’s holy requirements 
and atone for our sins. There would be no salvation and no hope...for any of us. 

God’s Holiness Requires Extreme Obedience 

Everything in the Old Testament was a sign and a symbol to us about the Christ and God’s plan for the 
salvation of men. Those who did not follow God’s commandments exactly suffered the consequences of 
misrepresenting God’s plan. 

In the book of Numbers, God records for us how the people that Moses had delivered from bondage in the 
land of Egypt began to complain and grumble against him in the wilderness on their way to the Promised Land. 
"Now there was no water for the congregation, and they assembled together against Moses and Aaron. And the 
people contended with Moses, and said, Would that we had died when our brethren died in the plague before the 
Lord! And why have you brought up the congregation of the Lord into this wilderness, that we should die here, 
we and our livestock? And why have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring us into this evil place? It is no 
place of grain or of figs or of vines or of pomegranates. And there is no water to drink. Then Moses and Aaron 
went from the presence of the assembly to the door of the Tent of Meeting and fell on their faces. Then the glory 
of the Lord appeared to them. And the Lord said to Moses, Take the rod, and assemble the congregation, you and 
Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to give forth its water, and you shall bring forth to them 
water out of the rock; so you shall give the congregation and their livestock drink. So Moses took the rod from 
before the Lord, as He commanded him. And Moses and Aaron assembled the congregation before the rock and 
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Moses said to them, Hear now, you rebels; must we bring you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his 
hand and with his rod he smote the rock twice. And the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, 
and their livestock. And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, Because you did not believe in (rely on, cling to) Me 
to sanctify Me in the eyes of the Israelites, you therefore shall not bring this congregation into the land which I 
have given them. These are the waters of Meribah (strife), where the Israelites contended with the Lord and He 
showed Himself holy among them." (Numbers 20:2-13; [Numbers 16:49; Psalm 106:32,33]) 

In 1 Corinthians 10:4, Paul, through the Holy Spirit, explains that, "the Rock was Christ". In Exodus 17:1-
7, the Lord tells how the Rock was already struck at Rephidim. Because Moses struck the Rock more than once 
in the book of Numbers, he implied that Christ’s death on the cross was not sufficient for all of time. Although 
Moses never understood the significance of what he did, God in His absolute holiness could not allow that kind 
of misrepresentation of Christ to happen, even if Moses’ intentions were good, because Christ did not need to be 
smitten or crucified again. 

Moses, although he was obedient to God in leading God’s people out of Egypt and through the wilderness, 
and even stood between God and His people, keeping God from killing them all, he and Aaron failed to 
demonstrate God’s holiness to the people of Israel in the wilderness at the waters of Meribah, and had to see the 
promise from afar off, both of them dying in the wilderness without getting to set foot in the Promised Land. They 
came to the edge of the Promised Land, as the remaining Israelites were about to go in, "And the Lord said to 
Moses that same day, Get up into this mountain of the Arabim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, opposite 
Jericho, and look at the land of Canaan which I give to the Israelites for a possession. And die on the mountain 
which you ascend and be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother died on Mount Hor and was gathered 
to his people, because you broke faith with Me in the midst of the Israelites at the waters of Meribah-kadesh in 
the Wilderness of Zin and because you did not set Me apart as holy in the midst of the Israelites. For you shall 
see the land opposite you at a distance, but you shall not go there, into the land which I give the Israelites." 
(Deuteronomy 32:48-52) 

God didn’t look at the grocery list of all Moses’ accomplishments throughout the years and overlook one 
small foible. He didn’t give him a little spank and say, "Well, you tried—do a better job next time." NO! Moses 
missed the very promise that kept him going for forty years, while leading an ungrateful and rebellious people 
through the wilderness, and died in the wilderness for missing the mark one time! 

Don't think that I'm preaching a docrine of works, without grace, for the Bible says, "What is the use 
(profit), my brethren, for anyone to profess to have faith if he has no [good] works [to show for it]? Can [such] 
faith save [his soul]?" James 2:14. It is true that we do not live under the Law, "for the code of the Law kills, but 
the Holy Spirit makes alive" (2 Corinthians 3:6 [Jeremiah 3:6b]), but He is the same God, and being the same 
yesterday, today, and forever, He is perfectly and totally holy. 

God’s Severe Judgment 

You may think that God only demonstrated His grace and mercy in the New Covenant, instead of His 
holiness and judgment. Ananias and Sapphira wished that that were true, but in the book of Acts they found out 
the severity of God’s holiness for themselves. 

"But a certain man named Ananias with his wife Sapphira sold a piece of property, and with his wife’s 
knowledge and connivance he kept back and wrongfully appropriated some of the proceeds, bringing only 
a part and putting it at the feet of the apostles. But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart 
that you should lie to and attempt to deceive the Holy Spirit, and should, in violation of your promise, 
withdraw secretly and appropriate to your own use part of the price from the sale of the land? How could 
you have the heart to do such a deed? You have not simply lied to men, playing false and showing yourself 
utterly deceitful, but to God. Upon hearing these words, Ananias fell down and died. And Peter said to 
her (Sapphira), Tell me, did you sell the land for so much? Yes, she said, for so much. Then Peter said to 
her, How could you two have agreed and conspired together to try to deceive the Spirit of the Lord? 
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Listen! The feet of those who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also. And 
instantly she fell down at his feet and died; and the young men entering found her dead, and they carried 
her out and buried her beside her husband." (Acts 5:1-3, 4b, 8-10, parenthesis mine) 

Ananias and Sapphira conspired together to lie to the Holy Spirit and it cost them their very lives. They 
wanted men to think they were so generous by donating all of the money of the land sale to the work of the 
apostles’ ministry, but their hearts were evil, wanting the praises of men instead of the praise of God and greedily 
held back from the Lord for their own selfish gain. If you get anything from this New Testament example of 
God’s holiness and severe judgment, get this: do not hold anything back from God! Do not hold back your money, 
or your time, or your talent, or your heart. He wants you, but He won’t have you unless He can have all of you. 

God is holy and perfect and we defile His temple (our bodies) when we walk in the ways of our carnal 
nature, as Ananias and Sapphira did, with all of its lust, greed, pride, and selfish ambition. Don’t forget, that a 
holy God cannot simply overlook your sin, because by His own righteous law, "the wages sin pays is death." 
(Romans 6:23a) 

Is Grace a License to Sin? 

Some Christians live like hell, but are banking on the hope of God’s grace protecting them from judgment. 
The Bible says in Romans 6:1, 2, "What shall we say to all this? Are we to remain in sin in order that God’s grace 
(favor and mercy) may multiply and overflow? Certainly not! How can we who died to sin live in it any longer?" 
The Bible also says that if we turn from the forgiveness of the saving power of the blood of Jesus Christ, how can 
we be made clean again? If we have turned our nose up at His sacrifice, thus spitting in the face of a holy God, 
with what can we save our souls? 

"For if we go on deliberately and willingly sinning after once acquiring the knowledge of the Truth, there 
is no longer any sacrifice left to atone for our sins [no further offering to which to look forward]. There 
is nothing left for us then but a kind of awful and fearful prospect and expectation of divine judgment and 
the fury of burning wrath and indignation which will consume those who put themselves in opposition to 
God. Any person who has violated and thus rejected and set at naught the Law of Moses is put to death 
without pity or mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse (sterner and heavier) 
punishment do you suppose he will be judged to deserve who has spurned and thus trampled underfoot 
the Son of God, and who has considered the covenant blood by which he was consecrated common and 
unhallowed, thus profaning it and insulting and outraging the Holy Spirit Who imparts grace (the 
unmerited favor and blessing of God)? For we know Him Who said, Vengeance is Mine [retribution and 
the meting out of full justice rest with Me]; I will repay [I will exact the compensation], says the Lord. 
And again, The Lord will judge and determine and solve and settle the cause and the cases of His people. 
It is a fearful, formidable, and terrible thing to incur the divine penalties and be cast into the hands of the 
living God!" (Hebrews 10:26-31 [Isaiah 26:11; Deuteronomy 17:2-6; Exodus 24:8; Deuteronomy 
32:35,36]) 

"For I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, that our forefathers were all under and protected by the 
cloud [in which God’s Presence went before them], and every one of them passed safely through the Red 
Sea, and each of them allowed himself also to be baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea [they 
were thus brought under obligation to the Law, to Moses, and to the covenant, consecrated and set apart 
to the service of God]; and all of them ate the same spiritual (supernaturally given) food, and they all 
drank the same spiritual (supernaturally given) drink. For they drank from a spiritual Rock which 
followed them [produced by the sole power of God Himself without natural instrumentality], and the Rock 
was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with the great majority of them, for they were overthrown 
and strewn down along the ground in the wilderness. Now these things are examples (warnings and 
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admonitions) for us not to desire or crave or covet or lust after evil and carnal things as they did." (1 
Corinthians 10:1-6 [Exodus 13:21; Exodus 14:22,29; Exodus 16:4,35; Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11; 
14:29,30; Numbers 11:4,34]) 

In the above Scripture in 1 Corinthians, Paul is warning the New Testament church through the Holy Spirit 
not to get too careless. The Israelites, although God delivered them from bondage, showed them great miracles, 
sustained them for forty years supernaturally, didn’t let them get swollen feet or need new clothes, and had His 
presence walk before them in the cloud by day and pillar of fire by night, still died in the wilderness because they 
took His holiness for granted. That happened as a warning for us. Wake up, church! They were His covenant 
people, they saw His manifest presence every day and night, were baptized, were led, were fed and watered by 
the very hand of God, and they didn’t make it because they took God’s holiness for granted! 

"Give glory to the Lord your God before He brings darkness and before your feet stumble upon the dark 
and twilit mountains, and before, while you are looking for light, He turns it into the shadow of death and 
makes it thick darkness. But if you will not hear and obey, I will weep in secret for your pride; my eyes 
will weep bitterly and run down with tears." (Jeremiah 13:16,17a) 

The Israelites were full of pride in the fact that they were children of Abraham. John the Baptist attempted 
to bring them to repentance by showing them the filth of their pride in their heritage. He said, "You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee and escape from the wrath and indignation of God against disobedience that is 
coming? Bring forth fruit that is consistent with repentance [let your lives prove your change of heart]); and do 
not presume to say to yourselves, We have Abraham for our forefather; for I tell you, God is able to raise up 
descendants of Abraham from these stones!' (Matthew 3:7b-9, emphasis mine) 

Be Holy 

We must also be careful not to have pride in our Christian heritage, our denomination, our own ideas, or 
our own feelings. It is not our heritage that makes us children of Abraham, and heirs of the promise, but our faith 
in Christ and our total and complete submission to Jesus as Lord of our lives. Once we have truly submitted, 
which is a day-by-day commitment, putting Him in complete and total charge, we must obey anything and 
everything He says. And one thing He says is, "For I am the Lord your God; so consecrate yourselves and be 
holy, for I am holy." (Leviticus 11:44a) It sounds impossible, doesn’t it? We are not holy at all, but He, being 
perfect in all His ways, would never have given us a command that we couldn’t obey. We can’t do it on our own, 
but we can through the blood of the holy Lamb of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus prayed for our sanctification in the prayer He offered up to the Father as the High Priest of our 
confession recorded in John 17. "And now I am coming to You; I say these things while I am still in the world, so 
that My joy may be made full and complete and perfect in them [that they may experience My delight fulfilled in 
them, that My enjoyment may be perfected in their own souls, that they may have My gladness within them, filling 
their hearts]. I have given and delivered to them Your word (message) and the world has hated them, because 
they are not of the world [do not belong to the world], just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that You will 
take them out of the world, but that You will keep and protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world 
(worldly, belonging to the world), just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them [purify, consecrate, separate them 
for Yourself, make them holy] by Truth; Your Word is Truth." (John 17:13-17) 

To be holy means to be sacred, sanctified, consecrated, hallowed, set apart, and completely dedicated to 
God. Holiness is an ugly word in some Christian circles, but it is the call of a Holy God on His church, particularly 
in this season. Time is getting shorter; He has less time to accomplish His purposes on this earth before the great 
and glorious return of the King of Glory. 

Time is too short to mess around and there are still too many people in this world unsaved. We are called 
to walk a fine line, not because God wants to reduce our freedom, but that perfect freedom lies right in the center 
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of His will. We are a chosen generation and this is a chosen time. The prophets of old wished that they could see 
what we see (Luke 10:24) and what will be revealed in our lifetimes. 

The Glory of God is falling around the world and if we want to see His power truly manifest in our lives, 
as He wants to do, we must be holy as He is holy, by the power of the Holy Spirit working in our bodily members. 
We must be prepared to be a spotless and holy Bride at His coming. We must submit to the Refiner’s fire and be 
cleansed with Fuller’s soap. We must consecrate ourselves for that great and glorious day. 

Lord, in the name of Jesus, I ask You to forgive me. Forgive me for not understanding the goodness and 
severity of Your holiness. Forgive me for walking like the world and not living a set-apart, holy, and 
consecrated life for You. Forgive me for not being a light on a hill that would draw those walking in 
darkness into Your glorious presence. Forgive me for getting comfortable in my circumstances and 
compromising on Your holiness. Forgive me for not fearing You enough to walk uprightly before You. 
Give me a revelation of You as a holy, righteous Judge, and give me a heart that is reverently fearful and 
prompt to obey Your Word. Forgive me for trying to walk in my own righteousness, which is as filthy rags. 
Only You can change my heart if I yield myself to be clay in the Potter’s hands. I’m asking You now, Lord, 
to take up this lump of clay that You created and mold me and shape me for Your glory, not mine. Purify 
my heart and my mind, Lord, that I can be a vessel, sanctified, holy, and set apart for the King of Glory. 
Mold me and make me into the image of Your dear Son. I yield myself to You now, to have Your way in 
me. Make me holy, consecrated, set apart, and purified by Your Refiner’s fire that I might be a bride ready 
for the King of Glory’s soon return. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Leviticus 11:44a,45 
- 1 Thessalonians 4:7,8 
- 1 Peter 1:14-16 
- Proverbs 9:10 
- Esther 4:11a 
- Luke 14:28-33 
- Philippians 4:19 
- 1 Peter 2:24 
- Ephesians 5:21-33 
- 2 Samuel 6:3-8 
- Hebrews 13:8 
- Galatians 5:9 
- Leviticus 10:1,2,6a 
- Joshua 7:10-12,24,25 
- Genesis 3 
- Numbers 20:2-13 
- Numbers 16:49 
- Psalm 106: 32-33 
- 1 Corinthians 10:1-6 
- Exodus 17:1-7 
- Deuteronomy 32:35,36,48-52 
- 2 Corinthians 3:6b 
- Jeremiah 31:31 
- Acts 5:1-3,4b,8-10 
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- Romans 6:1,2,23a 
- Hebrews 10:26-31 
- Isaiah 26:11 
- Deuteronomy 17:2-6 
- Exodus 24:8 
- Exodus 13:21 
- Exodus 14:22,29 
- Exodus 16:4,35 
- Numbers 14:29,30 
- Numbers 11:4,34 
- Jeremiah 13:16,17a 
- Matthew 3:7b-9 
- John 17:13-17 
- 1 Corinthians 6:19 
- James 2:14 
- Luke 10:24 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me?  
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 5: The Preparation of the Bride 

"Let us rejoice and shout for joy exulting and triumphant! Let us ascribe to Him glory and honor, for the 
marriage of the Lamb at last has come, and His bride has prepared herself." (Revelation 19:7 [Psalm 118:24]) 

Get Ready! 

We, the church, are the betrothed of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. Everyone who has truly made Jesus the 
Lord of their lives becomes the Bride of Christ in eternity, but in Revelation 19:7 the Bible says that "His bride 
has prepared herself." 

What? Prepared herself? That must be a misprint! Where’s my attorney? There has to be a loophole! 
Surely God doesn’t expect me to prepare myself—or does He? 

When I think about my own wedding day, I can easily remember all of the preparations. It took months to 
get everything ready. I had my wedding dress custom made with a beautiful brocade, imported from France, 
which was embroidered with real gold thread and fine satin. I went to fittings as my seamstress made the flowing 
gown and chiffon veil custom tailored and designed only for me. I embellished my shoes with sequins and lace. 
I ordered the cake, the flowers, designed the rings, and hand addressed all of the invitations. I selected my 
attendants and chose their gowns. I arranged the formal attire for the fathers, ushers, and groomsmen. I arranged 
the rehearsal dinner and the menu for the wedding banquet. I hired the musicians and arranged the transportation. 
I wrote the ceremony and prepared my vows. I wore a sweet smelling perfume and adorned my hair and face. I 
knew I would only do this one time in my life and I wanted it to be absolutely perfect. I crossed every ìtî and 
dotted every ìiî. I was ready to walk down the aisle, join my wonderful groom, change my name, and change my 
life forever. 

Shouldn’t we prepare so much more for our eternal Groom? 
"His bride has prepared herself." Unfortunately, much of the time we are too busy preparing a church, 

preparing our sermons, or preparing our programs. For some of us, the only preparation we give ourselves is a 
quick washing of the water by the Word once a week and then we live like hell the rest of the time. The reason 
we need to be continually washed in the Word is "So that He might sanctify her (the church), having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the Word, that He might present the church to Himself in glorious splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such things [that she might be holy and faultless]." (Ephesians 5:26,27, parenthesis mine) 

If I only bathed once a week before my wedding, I don’t think I would have been a very attractive bride 
to my husband. We need to continually be bathing in His Word and His holy presence so that He can make us 
ready, without spot or wrinkle. Holiness is not an elected course or an option—it is a mandate. He says we must 
be holy and faultless. 

The Virgin’s Purification 

In the book of Esther, God talks about how the young virgins prepared themselves for a year, bathing with 
the finest scented oils and eating the finest foods just to prepare them for a moment in the presence of the king. 
"Now when the turn of each maiden came to go into King Ahasuerus, after the regulations for the women had 
been carried out for twelve months—since this was the regular period for their beauty treatments, six months with 
oil of myrrh and six months with sweet spices and perfumes and the things for the purifying of the women—then 
in this way the maiden came to the king: whatever she desired was given her to take with her from the harem into 
the king’s palace. She came to the king no more unless the king delighted in her and she was called for by name.." 
(Esther 2:12-14b) 
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We are called by name by the King of Kings. He delights in us, not because of us, but because He has 
inspected the Sacrifice and approves of Jesus, Who died for us. If an orphaned Jewish girl spent a year purifying, 
cleansing, and preparing herself for a moment in the presence of an earthly Gentile king, how much more should 
we prepare ourselves for an eternity with the King of the Universe? 

The finest food that the virgins ate represents the Word of God that we need to be feasting on. Jesus said, 
"I am the Bread of Life [that gives life—the Living Bread]." (John 6:48) When tempted with natural, temporal 
bread, Jesus warned, "Man shall not live and be upheld and sustained by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes forth from the mouth of God." (Matthew 4:4 [Deuteronomy 8:3]) He is also the Word of God made flesh, 
Who dwelt among us (John 1:14). We need to devour His Word and get it down deep on the inside of us. 

In all of Scripture, the oil is a symbol of the anointing of the Holy Spirit. The virgins in the story of Esther 
soaked in perfumed oils and spices for twelve months. We, likewise, need to be drenched in His Oil to be prepared 
for an eternity with our King. 

The Virgin’s Prudence 

Another parable of virgins awaiting their Bridegroom is the story Jesus told of the ten virgins in Matthew 
25, verses 1-13, five wise virgins and five foolish. "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish (thoughtless, without 
forethought) and five were wise (sensible, intelligent, and prudent). For when the foolish took their lamps, they 
did not take any extra oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil along with them also with their lamps. While 
the bridegroom lingered and was slow in coming, they all began nodding their heads, and they fell asleep. But at 
midnight there was a shout, Behold, the bridegroom! Go out to meet him! Then all those virgins got up and put 
their own lamps in order. And the foolish said to the wise, Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out. 
But the wise replied, There will not be enough for us and for you; go instead to the dealers and buy for yourselves. 
But while they were going away to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were prepared went in with him to 
the marriage feast; and the door was shut. Later the other virgins also came and said, Lord, Lord, open the door 
to us! But He replied, I solemnly declare to you, I do not know you, I am not acquainted with you. Watch therefore 
[give strict attention and be cautious and active], for you know neither the day nor the hour when the Son of Man 
will come." (Matthew 25:1-13) 

All of the ladies were virgins, pure from defilement. All were waiting for, expecting, and excited to meet 
the Bridegroom. Dare we say all were Christians? Five took extra oil for their lamps and five did not. Only one 
half of these pure, undefiled, holy, consecrated virgins who were eagerly awaiting the return of the Bridegroom 
were prepared with enough oil. 

A lamp is only a lamp if it has oil to burn. With oil, its light burns brightly for all to see and to lead them 
from darkness into light. But even oil doesn’t produce light unless it is burned. We must allow God to continue 
to burn His holy fire inside us. Without oil, the lamp is simply a jar of clay. Without the oil of the Holy Spirit, we 
are nothing more than jars of clay, unfit for the use of the Master. The five who were not prepared to wait on the 
arrival of the Groom, who grew lukewarm, were locked out in the darkness where there was weeping and gnashing 
of teeth as the Groom said to them, "I do not know you." We need to prepare ourselves! 

Don’t be too proud to receive this word. All were consecrated, holy, set apart, and undefiled. All were 
anxiously waiting for the Groom. All of them called Him Lord. All of them heard the trumpet and the voice of 
the angel. All thought they were going, but only half of them were truly prepared. Half went into the wedding 
banquet and half were cast into the pit of hell. Be prepared! 
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Clothed in His Righteousness 

In Matthew, Chapter 22, Jesus taught about the kingdom of heaven, again warning His listeners to be 
prepared, by telling the parable of a man who was not prepared in the proper wedding attire at the banquet for the 
king’s son. 

"The kingdom of heaven is like a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son and sent his servants to 
summon those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they refused to come. Again he sent other 
servants, saying, Tell those who are invited, Behold, I have prepared my banquet; my bullocks and my fat 
calves are killed, and everything is prepared; come to the wedding feast. But they were not concerned and 
paid no attention [they ignored and made light of the summons, treating it with contempt] and they went 
away – one to his farm, another to his business, while the others seized his servants, treated them 
shamefully, and put them to death. Hearing this the king was infuriated; and he sent his soldiers and put 
those murderers to death and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, The wedding feast is 
prepared, but those invited were not worthy. So go to the thoroughfares where they leave the city [where 
the main roads and those from the country end] and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find. And 
those servants went out on the crossroads and got together as many as they found, both bad and good, so 
the room in which the wedding feast was held was filled with guests. But when the king came in to view 
the guests, he looked intently at a man there who had on no wedding garment. And he said, Friend, how 
did you come in here without putting on the appropriate wedding garment? And he was speechless 
(muzzled, gagged). Then the king said to the attendants, Tie him hand and foot, and throw him into the 
darkness outside; there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. For many are called (invited and 
summoned), but few are chosen." (Matthew 22:2-14) 

How did the king know that the man did not have on wedding clothes? His garments were filthy. He tried 
to get into the presence of the king on his own merit. Any deeds of our own righteousness are as filthy rags, or as 
one translation puts it, our righteousness is as the filthy cloth of a woman during menstruation. That sure paints a 
picture, doesn't it. "For we have all become like one who is unclean [ceremonially, like a leper], and all our 
righteousness (our best deeds of rightness and justice) is like filthy rags or a polluted garment; we all fade like a 
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away [far from God’s favor, hurrying us toward destruction]." 
(Isaiah 64:6 [Leviticus 13:45,46]) The man tried to get into the wedding feast on his own works and his own 
merit, but he was not worthy of such an honor – none of us are. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God. (Romans 3:23) "As it is written, None is righteous, just, and truthful and upright and conscientious, no, 
not one." (Romans 3:10 [Psalm 14:3; Psalm 53:3]) 

The only way we can come into the feast, is through the righteousness of Jesus. Since God cannot be in 
the presence of sin because of His holiness, we need to be free from sin by letting Him wash us in the precious 
blood of "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29b [Exodus 12:3; Isaiah 53:7]) 

The Bible says that you, if you have truly surrendered to Him, are washed in the blood of the Lamb and, 
"though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be 
like wool." (Isaiah 1:18b) Without Him making our garments white, we are filthy and a stench in the nostrils of 
God Almighty. We can’t get into heaven in our own clothes or our own works; we must take off our rags of 
filthiness, lay ourselves bare and naked before Him in absolute Truth, and put on the righteousness of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord (Isaiah 61:10). 

Dressed in White 

Regarding the apparel of the Bride, the Bible says that, "She has been permitted to dress in fine (radiant) 
linen, dazzling and white—for the fine linen is (signifies, represents) the righteousness (the upright, just, and 
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godly living, deeds, and conduct, and right standing with God) of the saints (God’s holy people)." (Revelation 
19:8) Now don’t misunderstand this, there is nothing we can do to become righteous. Our righteousness is 
imputed to us, not because of anything that we have done, but because of Whose we are. But we do need to clothe 
ourselves in good deeds, not to be saved, but because we are saved. 

His Bride has prepared herself, soaking in His presence, feeding on His Words, keeping herself aflame 
with desire and expectancy, humbling herself, denouncing her own worth and self-righteousness, being washed 
white as snow in the blood of the spotless Lamb of God, and clothing herself in godly living and righteous conduct. 
She is pure. She is holy. She is without spot or wrinkle of any kind. 

Are you preparing yourself to be the Bride of the King of Glory, the Bride of the Master of time and space 
and Creator of the Universe? He is looking for a Bride—be ready! 

Dear Heavenly Father, forgive me for not preparing myself to be a bride fit for the King of all Kings. 
Forgive me for preparing myself more for my earthly mate than for my eternal Mate. Forgive me for not 
feasting on You, the Bread of Life and soaking in the nurturing Oil of Your Holy Spirit. Forgive me for 
trying to get to You on my own merit and my own deeds, when in fact they are nothing more than a stench 
in Your nostrils. Forgive me for thinking that there is any goodness in me that will lead me to You; it is 
only by Your grace—nothing that I have done or ever could do, but because of Your great love and tender 
mercies. Don’t let me be fooled in my own mind into thinking that my lamp is full, if it is not. Don’t let me 
become a cold, hard, clay pot, unfit for the Master’s use. Keep me hot; keep me burning with desire to see 
You face to face. Lord, I remove my own garments of self-righteousness and pride that are nothing but 
filthy rags, and lay myself naked and bare before You. Clothe me in Your righteousness, not because of 
anything I have done, but because I am Yours. Cleanse my mind, my emotions, my heart, and my memories. 
I will feast on Your Word, I will bathe in Your anointing, and I will prepare the white linen garments of 
good deeds, so that I can offer myself up to You, a bride ready for the King of Kings. Help me, Lord, to be 
truly submitted and committed to You and to Your kingdom. Teach me to be cleansed, sanctified, and set 
apart for You and for Your glory. Teach me to hear Your voice and walk in Your Spirit. Anoint me for 
doing good deeds and laying down my own selfish desires. Keep me ever mindful of preparing myself for 
You as an athlete trains and sacrifices to win a crown. Lord, please don’t ever let my lamp grow dim and 
don’t let my light fade. Fill me with so much of the Oil of Your Holy Spirit, that I will never run dry. Keep 
me from idols and everything that defiles. Cleanse me, purify me, mold me, and shape me, that on that 
day, I will be ready. Thank You, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
- Revelation 19:7,8 
- Psalm 118:24 
- Ephesians 5:26,27 
- Esther 2:12-14b 
- John 6:48 
- Matthew 4:4 
- Deuteronomy 8:3 
- John 1:14 
- Matthew 25:1-13 
- Matthew 22:2-14 
- Isaiah 64:6 
- Leviticus 13:45,46 
- Romans 3:10,23 
- Psalm 14:3 
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- Psalm 53:3 
- John 1:29b 
- Exodus 12:3 
- Isaiah 53:7 
- Isaiah 1:18b 
- Revelation 19:8 
- Isaiah 61:10 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of?  
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 6: Our Jealous Husband 

I am jealous of your time and attentions! 

Dream Number One 

Through three powerful and disturbing dreams and their subsequent interpretations, God revealed the sin, shame, 
and disgust of my own "Christian sins", and how I unknowingly had been breaking the heart of my beloved 
Groom and Savior of my soul. I share this with you, not only to come clean of my own guilt and shame, but also 
to let the Lord, in his mercy, reveal your own, so that you can free yourself of sins you may not even know you 
have committed against our Lord and grow into deeper and more passionate fellowship with Him. 

Below is the account of the first of these three dreams, pulling back the veil of our guilt and exposing it 
to the perfect and holy Light of our loving and compassionate Lord: 

I found myself away from my husband, in the arms of another man (someone I had formerly given my 
heart to) in an iniquitous affair. I could tell by my attitude that this wasn’t the first time. As my lover was 
staring into my eyes, unashamedly, I said, "This will be the last time, because I do love my husband." He 
looked me right in the eye and said, "If you really loved him, you wouldn’t have come here at all." 

When I awoke from the dream, I felt filthy, like I had really cheated on my husband. As my husband, 
Paul, woke up and smiled at me and held me in his wonderfully strong arms, I wondered why he could be so kind 
when I was having illicit affairs in my sleep—I felt awful! Obviously, I didn’t tell my precious husband about the 
dream right away, because it ate away at me, filling me with shame and disgust. So, I, like Joseph in Genesis 41, 
prayed for God to give me the interpretation of the dream. I thought a logical explanation would give me peace 
about it, instead, the Lord revealed to me wickedness in my heart that I had to repent from. He also revealed 
Himself to me in a new way that I will never forget. 

"Lord, why did I have a dream like that? You know I love my husband. I don’t even look at any other 
men—I don’t have lust for anyone or feelings for anyone other than him. It disgusts me to think about giving 
myself, heart, body, or even imagination, to someone else." 

Then the Lord said to me, "That’s how you should feel when you give your attentions to anything other 
than Me, for I am jealous of your time and attentions!" 

God is a Jealous God 
I had never before seen giving my time and my attentions to other things as spiritual adultery, but God 

did! My dream was not a dream of flesh and blood, but of symbols of spiritual truths. My husband was symbolic 
of my eternal Husband and this ìother manî was symbolic of things of the world. I had left the bed of my Husband 
and had crept off in the darkness of night to once again give my time and my attentions to another. I had cheated 
on my King! 

I would never even think about cheating on my husband. I love him too much and would never want to 
hurt him. He is everything I ever dreamed of and the one I want to spend the rest of my life with. How could I 
ever conceive of doing such a thing? Yet, I did just that, not to Paul, but to Jesus. It makes me sick to think about 
it. My beloved Bridegroom is trying to whisper sweet nothings in my ear, like young lovers on holiday, yet in 
frigidity I have turned my back on Him, saying, "I’m too busy now, maybe later I’ll show You my love." "I’m 
doing other things right now that are just too important to wait." "We’ll catch up in the morning before I rush 
off—I’m too tired to love You now." 
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The World or Worship 

In the tenth chapter of the book of Luke, Jesus describes another who got too busy. "Now while they were 
on their way, it occurred that Jesus entered a certain village, and a woman named Martha received and welcomed 
Him into her house. And she had a sister named Mary, who seated herself at the Lord’s feet and was listening to 
His teaching. But Martha [overly occupied and too busy] was distracted with much serving; and she came up to 
Him and said, Lord, is it nothing to You that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me [to 
lend a hand and do her part along with me]! But the Lord replied to her by saying, Martha, Martha, you are 
anxious and troubled about many things; there is need of only one or but a few things. Mary has chosen the good 
portion [that which is to her advantage], which shall not be taken away from her." (Luke 10:38-42) 

In the Gospels of John and Matthew, we hear not only of how Mary sat at the Lord’s feet, but also how 
she showered Him with worshipful abandon. "Mary took a pound of ointment of pure liquid nard [a rare perfume] 
that was very expensive, and she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair. And the whole house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume." (John 12:3) 

"A woman came up to Him with an alabaster flask of very precious perfume, and she poured it on His 
head as He reclined at table." (Matthew 26:7) And Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, wherever this good news 
(the Gospel) is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will be told also, in memory of 
her." (Matthew 26:13) 

We think we have so many things to do. Martha was sure that she had to make Jesus a gourmet feast, wash 
the dishes, do the laundry, make some phone calls, check in with her accountant, run by the office to pick up the 
paperwork, refinish Grandma’s armoire, start a college fund for the kids, draft up plans for an addition on the 
house, feed the dogs, pick up her neighbor’s nephew from soccer practice, and change the oil in the pickup truck. 
It seemed absolutely vital that Martha get everything done and done perfectly—she was entertaining Jesus, you 
know. So much to do, and she did it all for Him, while her sister sat lazily at His feet. Although Martha’s intentions 
were good and she preoccupied herself with service, Mary chose the only necessary thing – to simply worship 
and adore Him. 

Our Most Valuable Offering 

He is jealous of our time. Tick tock. Tick tock. The clock is ticking. Like Martha, I have missed the one 
thing that’s important, just sitting at His feet. Just bathing Him with my tears. Just hearing Him whisper my name. 
Just pouring out my alabaster box of love and adoration on Him. 

Only God knows the real value of our time—two minutes here. Five minutes there. An hour here. A day 
there. Tick tock. Tick tock. He is the only One who knows what each minute of your life is worth. Tick tock. Tick 
tock. He is the only One who knows how much of it you have left. Tick tock. Tick tock. He is the only One who 
truly understands what it cost Him. 

Two years ago, we got word that our dear friend, Joyce, had been rushed to the hospital. As soon as she 
arrived at Saint Luke’s in Denver, she was placed on life-support in critical condition. The day before that she 
was fine, but this day, her lungs, heart, and stomach all decided to shut down. They put her on a breathing machine, 
monitored her heart, had her on all sorts of medications, and had to perform an emergency surgery to remove 
75% of her large intestine and gave her almost no chance for survival. To walk into the room, all you could see 
was a lifeless form in a bed with machines wheezing and beeping all around her. Alarms would sound and soon 
we’d be moved out into the hallway as a team of doctors and nurses rushed in. 

With friends and family surrounding her, they prepared their heartfelt goodbyes as they wheeled her for 
surgery, knowing that they might never see her alive on this earth again. We sat in the waiting room and prayed. 
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We believed that our precious Lord was going to do a miracle in her life, although to look at her lying lifeless in 
that bed could take every bit of faith out of the most powerful believer. 

Although everything in the natural looked bleak, and she spent three months on life-support with the 
doctors reporting very little chance of survival, our God completely restored her back to health and she looks 
better now than she did before she got sick—full of energy and life with a new sparkle in her eye and a new 
appreciation, not only for life, but more importantly, for the Giver of it. We praise our wonderful God for 
answering our prayers and the prayers of so many others as He chose to give her a most precious, and often 
unappreciated, gift – more time. 

When we stopped by her home to see how she was doing after her release, she handed me a beautiful 
plaque without saying a word. The plaque is called "Today", it reads, "This is the beginning of a new day. God 
has given me this day to use as I will. I can waste it or use it for some good purpose. But what I do with this day 
is important because I have exchanged one day of my life for it. When tomorrow comes today will be gone forever. 
I hope I will not regret the price I paid for it." Author Unknown. 

God knows the value of our time. If you think about it, it is one thing we cannot control, the one thing 
where we are all the same. Everyone has twenty-four hours in a day. It is our most valuable resource. It is also 
our most valuable offering. He wants our time and attentions. What do we give our time to? Where do we invest 
our attentions? 

I don’t watch secular television or listen to secular music. I read His Word everyday, or almost everyday. 
I’m always thinking about Him, well almost always, often anyway. Tick tock. Tick tock. I listen to preachers on 
Christian television and go to church three times a week. Tick tock. Tick tock. I listen to teaching tapes in the car 
and go to a women’s Bible Study. Tick tock. Tick tock. I go to Christian conferences and teach children’s 
ministries. Tick tock. Tick tock. I collect clothing and toys for the poor and try to minister to young girls who 
might otherwise have abortions. Tick tock. Tick tock. I spend my time singing about God, learning about God, 
talking about God, and spending significantly less time with God. 

He doesn’t care about your credentials—He’s not impressed with your degrees, your dancing, your 
sermons, or your song. He wants you. He bought you and the Dowry price He paid for you was the Premium. For 
God so loved you that He gave His only begotten Son. (John 3:16, my version) He wants your time and your 
attentions. He wants to be intimate with you. 

Dear Lord God, forgive me for taking You for granted. Forgive me for giving my time and my attentions 
to other things. Forgive me for not just sitting at Your feet and feasting on Your Word as if my very life 
depends on it, which it does. Forgive me for getting so busy going through the motions of serving You, 
that I don’t have time to sit at Your feet. Forgive me for getting distracted away from the one thing that is 
important, spending time in Your presence. Forgive me for trying to drag others out of Your presence and 
into the kitchen. Forgive me for demanding You to change them, when it is me who needs to change. If I 
have not been already, please wash me in the blood of the holy and sinless Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, 
that I might be white as snow, though my sins are red as scarlet. Wash me with the water of Your Word 
everyday, that on that day, I might be found without spot or wrinkle, and faultless in Your sight. Anoint 
me with the oil of Your Holy Spirit, continually, so that my flame may never grow dim. Ignite a holy fire 
in me that burns hotter and brighter with each passing day, so that I can lead others out of darkness and 
into Your marvelous Light. Help me to prepare myself for Your use. Help me to prepare myself for my 
eternal Groom. Help me to be ready when the trumpet sounds so that I may come into Your holy presence 
to meet You face to face. I pray that I would no longer make You jealous by giving my time and attentions 
to other things. Forgive me for hurting You. Keep me attentive to Your voice. I thank You and praise You 
for Who You are. Thank You for revealing Yourself to me as a Beloved Husband Who wants my time and 
my attentions, Who wants to be intimate with me. Help me to love You more, trust You more, live for You, 
and die for You. Thank You for Your loving hand of correction and thank You for changing my heart, in 
Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Luke 10:38-42 
- John 12:3 
- Matthew 26:7,13 
- John 3:16 
- Genesis 41 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of?  
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 7: Adultery is Idolatry 

"You shall have no other gods before or besides Me." (Exodus 20:3) 

In Covenant or Covenant Breaker? 

As the betrothed Bride of Christ, we are in covenant with Him, His promised Bride. He bought us with a Price—
the precious blood of Jesus Christ—more precious than all of the gold, diamonds, silver, pearls, and all of the 
precious gemstones and riches of the earth combined. The Dowry is paid and the date is set, which only the Father 
knows. 

In Jewish custom, when a man and woman became betrothed, or engaged to one another, they entered into 
a covenant. This covenant held as much weight as the marriage vow itself. That’s why in Matthew 1:19, the Bible 
says that when Joseph found out that Mary was pregnant, being a decent man, he sought to divorce her privately. 
Because of the Law, he would have had the right to have her stoned to death for breaking her covenant with him, 
even though they were not yet married. (Leviticus 20:10; John 8:4-11; Deuteronomy 22:22-24) Of course we 
know that the Baby was of the Holy Spirit, so she had not been unfaithful to Joseph, her betrothed, but an 
unblemished vessel of the Most High God. 

As the betrothed Bride of Christ, in covenant with God Almighty, have you been faithful to Him, taking 
your vow of marriage seriously, or have you flirted with the things of this world for your pleasure? Jesus said, 
"But I say to you that everyone who so much as looks at a woman with evil desire for her has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart." (Matthew 5:28) It is the condition of your heart that is important to God. Have 
you maintained your vow to the Lord and Him alone, or have you broken your covenant with Him, chasing after 
other lovers, lusting after things that are built with human hands, and thus falling into idolatry? 

Spiritual Adultery 

In the book of Judges, God refers to covenant breakers as spiritual adulterers, fornicators, and harlots. 
"And the people of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and served Baals. And they forsook the Lord, the God 
of their fathers, Who brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods of the peoples round about 
them and bowed down to them, and provoked the Lord to anger. And they forsook the Lord and served Baal [the 
god worshipped by the Canaanites] and the Ashtaroth [female deities such as Ashtoreth and Asherah]. So the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and He gave them into the power of plunderers who robbed them; 
and He sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could no longer stand before their 
foes. Whenever they went out, the hand of the Lord was against them for evil as the Lord had said, and as the 
Lord had sworn to them; and they were bitterly distressed. But the Lord raised up judges, who delivered them out 
of the hands of those who robbed them. And yet they did not listen to their judges, for they played the harlot after 
other gods and bowed down to them. They turned quickly out of the way in which their fathers had walked, who 
had obeyed the commandments of the Lord, and they did not so." (Judges 2:11-17 [Leviticus 26:14-46]) 

God had delivered the Israelites from the land of Egypt, from their place of bondage and torment, and yet 
they turned their hearts away from Him. He disciplined them by letting their enemies triumph over them, yet their 
love for Him was cold. He even raised up deliverers to protect them from the enemies that He had sent to discipline 
them, yet they played the harlot, committing spiritual fornication against their God, thus breaking the first 
commandment in Exodus 20:3, "You shall have no other gods before or besides Me", and bowing down to pagan 
idols. 
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In the sixteenth chapter of the book of Ezekiel, God describes us, who are born with no hope and in great 
need of a Savior. He also describes His great love for us, and in vivid detail describes how His beloved, whom 
He cleansed, turned away from His great love. 

'And as for your birth, on the day you were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed with 
water to cleanse you, nor rubbed with salt or swaddled with bands at all. No eye pitied you to do any of 
these things for you, to have compassion on you; but you were cast out in the open field, for your person 
was abhorrent and loathsome on the day that you were born. And when I passed by you and saw you 
rolling about in your blood, I said to you in your blood, Live! Yes, I said to you still in your natal blood, 
Live! I caused you [Israel] to multiply as the bud which grows in the field, and you increased and became 
tall and you came to full maidenhood and beauty; your breasts were formed and your hair had grown, yet 
you were naked and bare. Now I passed by you again and looked upon you; behold, you were maturing 
and at the time for love, and I spread My skirt over you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I plighted My 
troth to you (became engaged to be married, according to Webster’s Dictionary) and entered into a 
covenant with you, says the Lord, and you became Mine. Then I washed you with water; yes, I thoroughly 
washed away your clinging blood from you and I anointed you with oil. I clothed you also with 
embroidered cloth and shod you with fine seal leather; and I girded you about with fine linen and covered 
you with silk. I decked you also with ornaments and I put bracelets on your wrists and a chain on your 
neck. And I put a ring on your nostril and earrings in your ears and a beautiful crown on your head! Thus 
you were decked with gold and silver, and your raiment was of fine linen and silk and embroidered cloth; 
you ate fine flour and honey with oil. And you were exceedingly beautiful and you prospered into royal 
estate. And your renown went forth among the nations for your beauty, for it was perfect through My 
majesty and splendor which I had put upon you, says the Lord God. But you trusted in and relied on your 
own beauty and were unfaithful to God and played the harlot [in idolatry] because of your renown, and 
you poured out your fornications upon anyone who passed by [as you worshipped the idols of every nation 
which prevailed over you] and your beauty was his." (Ezekiel 16:4-15, parenthesis mine) 

The Lord goes on to describe His betrothed, this one whom He had cleansed from unrighteousness, whom 
He adorned with His fine garments, gold, and jewels, whom He made beautiful instead of abhorrent, whom He 
cherished and loved as His own, who played the harlot with anyone who would pass by, anyone who would give 
her attention, anyone who would appreciate her beauty, anyone who would gratify the lustful desires of her flesh. 
Then, the Lord declares in His wrath against her, "How weak and spent with longing and lust is your heart and 
mind, says the Lord God, seeing you do all these things, the work of a bold, domineering harlot, in that you build 
your vaulted place (brothel) at the head of every street and make your high place at every crossing. But you were 
not like a harlot because you scorned pay. Rather, you were as an adulterous wife who receives strangers instead 
of her husband! Men give gifts to all harlots, but you give your gifts to all your lovers and hire them, bribing the 
nations to ally themselves with you, that they may come to you on every side for your harlotries (your idolatrous 
unfaithfulness to God)...And I the Lord will judge you as women who break wedlock and shed blood are judged, 
and I will bring upon you the blood of your divine Husband’s wrath and jealousy." (Ezekiel 30-33,38 [Numbers 
5:18]) 

In this passage of Scripture, Ezekiel is specifically prophesying to Israel, a nation that God had made His 
very own possession, yet they kept seeking after other treasures. What about you? God found you when you were 
nothing, born in this world to die and be separated from God for all eternity, outside of covenant and without 
hope, yet He called you unto Himself and washed you white as snow in the precious blood of His only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ. He clothed you in righteousness and put His signet ring on your finger, the name of Jesus 
Christ, giving you all authority in earth through the power of His name. He set your feet upon a Rock and made 
you beautiful and made you more than a conqueror. (Isaiah 1:18; Revelation 7:14; Genesis 49:11; Daniel 12:1; 
Job 29:14; Psalm 132:9; Luke 10:19; Psalm 40:2; Romans 8:37) 

When the Lord gave me this dream and its interpretation, I realized that I had unknowingly entered into 
idolatry, thus committing spiritual adultery against my precious Lord. Have you trusted in your own beauty, your 
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own strength, your own riches, or your own abilities? Have you trusted in other people or other things to satisfy 
you? God won’t take second place in our lives. Jesus said, "He who loves and takes more pleasure in father or 
mother more than in Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves and takes more pleasure in son or daughter more 
than in Me is not worthy of Me; and he who does not take up his cross and follow me [cleave steadfastly to Me, 
conforming wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying also] is not worthy of Me." (Matthew 
10:37,38) 

Have you left your First Love (Revelation 2:4)? Have you frolicked with the god of this world? Have you 
compromised God’s holy principles and commandments? Have you trusted in anything, or anyone, in this world 
to give you love, peace, joy, health, prosperity, and fulfillment? That is idolatry. That is spiritual adultery against 
the Creator of the Universe. 

After He laid down His life for us, cleansed us from all sin, adorned us with jewels, clothed us in His 
righteousness, gave us the power and authority of His name, and filled us with His precious Holy Spirit, have we 
still played the harlot, giving our time and attentions to the things of this world that will soon be burned up by 
unquenchable fire? 

Dear Lord, please forgive me. I see the wickedness of my own heart. You have pulled me out of the miry 
clay and brought me out from the very pit of hell. I have done nothing to deserve life, for the wages of sin 
is death. I have sinned. I have missed the mark. I have trusted in myself. I have trusted in the systems of 
this world to care for me and give me protection. I have trusted in people to meet my needs and the desires 
of my heart more than I have trusted in You. You are the God of all creation. Forgive me for trusting the 
things more than the Maker of the things. I have trusted in the gifts more than the Giver of the gifts. I have 
even trusted in the gifts of the Spirit more than the One Who is Spirit and Truth forevermore. Forgive me, 
Lord, for my idolatry. Forgive me for exalting my own mind and emotions more than Your Word. Forgive 
me for exalting and trusting in my circumstances. Forgive me for thinking I have any strength and ability 
and worth outside of You. You and You alone are the only King of my life. I will trust in You more than in 
my next breath because You control all things and you hold the seven seas in the very palm of Your hand. 
I cannot even make my heart produce one beat. You are gracious and eternal, from everlasting to 
everlasting. May Your name be glorified in all the earth. I love You more than my own life and I ask You 
to cleanse me from my wickedness, cleanse me from spiritual fornication and idolatry, cleanse me from 
the wickedness of this world. Wash me white as snow and draw me close to Your bosom, I pray. I thank 
You for Your great love and abounding mercies. Keep me in the palm of Your hand, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Exodus 20:3 
- Matthew 1:19 
- Leviticus 20:10 
- John 8:4-11 
- Deuteronomy 22:22-24 
- Matthew 5:28 
- Judges 2:11-17 
- Leviticus 26:14-46 
- Ezekiel 16:4-15,30-33,38 
- Numbers 5:18 
- Isaiah 1:18 
- Revelation 7:14 
- Genesis 49:11 
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- Daniel 12:1 
- Job 29:14 
- Psalm 132:9 
- Luke 10:19 
- Psalm 40:2 
- Romans 8:37 
- Matthew 10:37-38 
- Revelation 2:4 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 8: The Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil 

"You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and blessing 
and calamity you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." (Genesis 2:16b,17) 

Discipline or Divination? 

As strange as it may seem, we can even make idols out of our pastor, a preacher, a worship leader, our 
denominational doctrine, or even a part of Scripture. 

Several years ago, I went to a Christian women’s conference in Denver, Colorado. There were several 
aspects to the conference, but it was at the more intimate setting in a church, where one of the speakers spoke 
words that really got me excited. She told of her life story and her testimony of coming to the Lord, her struggles 
with different addictions, physical and emotional, her family, and her strategies in her Christian walk. The thing 
that really caught my attention was her very organized way of spending time with the Lord. She had an entire 
system to ensure time with the Lord each day and she sold the tools that would help each of us become more 
disciplined in our walk with Jesus Christ. I was so excited that I bought the journal, the video, and the Daily Bible 
with 365 scheduled readings. Her plan was to spend from ten minutes to an hour with God each day—talking to 
Him, listening to Him, confessing our sins, clarifying our dreams, and reading a verse from the Old Testament, 
New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs. 

I knew that I needed more discipline in my walk, so I quickly devoured the information and began to put 
it into practice. Some people in my group said that they would do just what she said and commit to ten minutes a 
day with the Lord. I thought, ìWhat wimps!î I already spent between thirty minutes and one hour every morning 
in prayer, in addition to reading my Bible for about thirty minutes every night, so I could at least commit to one 
hour a day with the Lord. (By the way, not to be legalistic or anything, but you may think you are a tither, giving 
ten percent of your income, but do you tithe your time? That would be a sacrifice of about two and a half hours 
per day with your King. Truly we should not be tithing our time or money in the way that we think—He bought 
us, we are His—our time, our car, our house, our money—all His. It is foolish to think we can give Him only 
10% of the 100% that is already His anyway. Give it all to Him and see what He would have you do with it. Just 
a thought.) I did just as she said, determined in my mind that I had an appointment with the King, had my cup of 
tea, my journal, and my Daily Bible all in hand in my secret place. 

At the time, my husband and I were building the dream home that God had instructed us to build and were 
temporarily renting a five-hundred square foot studio condo that my husband, our three giant dogs, and I were 
sharing. I would get up while it was still dark, careful not to disturb my husband, climb out of the Murphy bed 
that opened nearly into the kitchen, and try not to trip over the three giant dogs on my way to the bathroom to sit 
on the cold, hard floor and spend time with my God. 

The plan was to read the entry for that date in the Daily Bible and that was God’s Word for me that day. 
Then I would journal what I thought God was specifically telling me from that verse—that was listening to God. 
Then I would journal everything I was praying for—that was talking to God, etc., etc. 

I did it faithfully for about a week, but couldn’t get rid of a nagging feeling I had deep down inside. It 
bothered me that it seemed so easy to get God’s perfect direction in my life. It seemed so much more simple than 
how I usually listened for His voice, like by fasting and praying, waiting on Him, reading much more of the Word, 
speaking in tongues and praying for the interpretation, etc. I kind of liked this easy method and the freedom from 
really seeking God’s face, but I couldn’t feel peace about it. 

When I prayed and asked the Lord why it was bothering me, He spoke one word to me, which opened up 
my eyes to see everything differently than I ever had before. The word was "divination". What? Divination? 
Fortune-telling? Witchcraft? "Lord, how could that be—I am reading right out of Your Word?" 
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Eating From the Wrong Tree 

Since the beginning of time, God’s greatest desire has always been to walk amongst His people and 
fellowship with them. Before the fall, Adam and Eve used to walk and talk with the Lord in perfect fellowship. 
In the beginning, there was no sin, no corruption, and thus no broken fellowship, because God, in His holiness, 
cannot be in the presence of sin. (Matthew 27:46) 

You know that when Adam fell, it was because he ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil that 
God told him not to eat of it or he would die. "And the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden 
to tend and guard and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, You may freely eat of every tree 
of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and blessing and calamity you shall not eat, for 
in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." (Genesis 2:15-17) 

Satan, in the guise of the serpent, told Eve, "You shall not surely die. For God knows that in the day you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing the difference between good and evil and 
blessing and calamity. And when the woman saw that the tree was good (suitable and pleasant) for food and that 
it was delightful to look at, and a tree to be desired in order to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and 
she gave some also to her husband, and he ate." (Genesis 3:4b-6 [2 Corinthians 11:3]) 

The reason that God forbid them to eat it wasn’t because He specifically wanted to put a temptation in 
front of them that was too great for them to withstand, or that He loved to give out rules too hard to follow, but 
that man was not ever designed to be ruled by his thoughts or emotions, but by the Holy Spirit of God. 

Eve made a decision to disobey God based on the circumstances. She looked at the tree, saw that its fruit 
was lovely and good for eating and reasoned in her mind that the serpent was accurate in saying that they would 
be like God. She was never designed by God to make decisions based on her circumstances, her senses, her 
intellect, or her emotions. She was to make decisions based on the leading of God Himself. 

Up until that moment in time, Adam and Eve heard God’s voice perfectly, talked with Him face to face, 
and walked with God as dearly beloved children. Every question was answered and every problem solved by the 
Maker of the universe and by the One Who knows all things. Nothing was withheld from them. That was His plan 
for mankind. 

When Adam sinned, with a little help from his wife, the fellowship was broken and he hid from God, 
terrified at God’s holiness. (Genesis 3:7-10) They had never experienced lack or fear or doubt until that moment. 
Though brilliant, they no longer had the answers to all of their questions, though strong, they saw their 
weaknesses, though they were perfect, they saw their hopelessness. Though they had walked by perfect faith, now 
they walked by sight and their eyes seemed much too dim to show them the way. 

It was a great danger for them to eat of the Tree of Life in their fallen state and never be able to be 
redeemed, so in order to protect the Tree of Life from them, God kicked them out of the Garden of Eden and set 
angels with flaming swords around the Tree to guard it from them. (Genesis 3:24 [Revelation 2:7; 22:2,14,19]) It 
is worth mentioning that the word "Eden" means a spot, a moment, a place where heaven is opened. Their direct 
access to the heavenlies, that spot, that moment in time where heaven was opened to them and God’s manifest 
presence was available to them, was cut off because of their sin. 

God’s greatest desire is still to fellowship with His people and talk with them directly. At Mount Sinai, 
God wanted the entire nation of Israel to be a priestly nation, and minister before Him. "And you shall be to Me 
a kingdom of priests, a holy nation [consecrated, set apart to the worship of God]." (Exodus 19:6a) 

Men, women, children, the elderly, the young, black, white, red, yellow. His desire was to speak to all of 
them and for them to be His people and Him to be their God. But when they saw Him descend upon the 
mountaintop in thunderings and lightenings, they were afraid and told Moses to talk to God for them and they 
would listen to Moses. God wanted to draw them close, but of the millions that were there, only one, Moses, 
spoke directly with God. 

Of all of those who refused to draw near to God, only two, Joshua and Caleb, entered the Promised Land. 
Because God’s people, the Israelites, didn’t get close enough to hear God for themselves, they had no fear of God 
and continued to disobey and be rebellious against Him. 
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Finally, after many attempts to draw close to His people, documented throughout the Old Testament, God 
sent His Son, Jesus Christ. Through His shed blood at Calvary, Jesus made a way where there was no way, for 
fellowship to be restored between God and man through His shed blood and the Person of the Holy Spirit. 

The Tree of Life 

To be a Christian means to be surrendered, submitted to God, to have died to self and to live for Christ. 
Yet many Christians are walking not after the Spirit, but after the flesh, making decisions not based on the Spirit 
of the Living God, but on emotions and logic, on the soulish nature, or on their checkbook. Many people today 
think it is a prayer that saves them from eternal death and separation from Almighty God, but the Bible shows us 
that being a Christian means making Jesus Lord. When we really make Him Lord, we submit to His complete 
authority in our lives, putting to death our carnal, godless nature. Sin and death can have no power over us, 
because we have been redeemed by the precious blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

"For God has done what the Law could not do, its power being weakened by the flesh [the entire nature 
of man without the Holy Spirit]. Sending His own Son in the guise of sinful flesh and as an offering for 
sin, God condemned sin in the flesh [subdued, overcame, deprived it of its power over all who accept that 
sacrifice], so that the righteous and just requirement of the Law might be fully met in us who live and 
move not in the ways of the flesh but in the ways of the Spirit [our lives governed not by the standards and 
according to the dictates of the flesh, but controlled by the Holy Spirit]. For those who are according to 
the flesh and are controlled by its unholy desires set their minds on and pursue those things which gratify 
the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit and are controlled by the desires of the Spirit set their 
minds on and seek those things which gratify the Holy Spirit. Now the mind of the flesh [which is sense 
and reason without the Holy Spirit] is death [death that comprises all the miseries arising from sin, both 
here and hereafter]. But the mind of the Holy Spirit is life and soul peace, both now and forever. That is 
because the mind of the flesh [with its carnal thoughts and purposes] is hostile to God, for it does not 
submit itself to God’s Law; indeed it cannot. So then those who are living the life of the flesh [catering to 
the appetites and impulses of their carnal nature] cannot please or satisfy God, or be acceptable to Him." 
(Romans 8:3-8 [Leviticus 7:37]) 

God Himself says that sense and reason without the Holy Spirit is death and that if we’re not walking in 
the Spirit, we cannot please God or even be acceptable to Him. Nonetheless, we all want a way around the leading 
of the Holy Spirit. We’re lazy. We want a McDonald’s drive-thru answer to prayer. We don’t want to be submitted 
to God, we don’t want to sweat it out, walk the floor, or lie on our face all night before Him. We don’t want to 
wait upon the Lord. In fact, we don’t really want Him to direct us at all, we just want Him to ok our plans. We 
don’t want to die to our flesh or submit to His Spirit. We are carnal and corrupted. "I want the testimony you 
have, but I don’t want the test." "I want the mountain without the valley." 

So now, we, too, send our Moses to the mountain to talk to God and wait for him to spoon-feed us the 
answer. We look for a pastor who is anointed and full of the Word of God and let him go before God, while we 
sit in our comfortable pews, sing our songs, and wait for him to give us direction in our lives. Or, even worse, we 
seek ungodly council and let the ladies at the bridge club (or Bible study) guide us in how to handle the decisions 
in our lives. 

I understood that seeking ungodly council, reading the horoscope, reading tarot cards, calling psychic 
hotlines, and every other way that unbelievers seek direction would be considered witchcraft because they are 
leading you away from the will of God, but could Christians following the teachings of Christian pastors and 
Christian speakers really be involved in divination? 

And here lies the answer to the prayer I prayed, "Why is it witchcraft?" Because it is circumventing the 
Holy Spirit of God! 
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Now listen closely to what I am about to say, because this revelation has changed the way I think about 
everything. Any word, any passage in Scripture, any teaching, any prophecy, any sermon, any book, any video, 
no matter how anointed, how timely, how much it worked for someone else, or how holy it may be, if it is not 
confirmed by the Holy Spirit as a word for you, at that moment in time, it is eating of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil and not of the Tree of Life. 

Don’t forget that when the devil tempted Jesus, he used the Scriptures. (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13) He 
didn’t even lie about what God said when he told Jesus to jump from the highest pinnacle of the temple because 
"He will give His angels charge over you, and they will bear you up on their hands, lest you strike your foot 
against a stone." (Matthew 4:6b [Psalm 91:11,12]) But Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, did not receive that word, 
knowing that it was not a word for Him at that moment, but refuted the temptations of the devil with the Scripture 
that the Father showed Him. ì"esus said to him, On the other hand, it is also written, You shall not tempt, test 
thoroughly, or try exceedingly the Lord your God." (Matthew 4:7 [Deuteronomy 6:16]) 

How many Jim Joneses and Charles Mansons and David Koreshes do we need to witness before we 
understand that people can be severely and fatally and eternally misled by only part of the Scriptures. Even if the 
word is 100% true and 100% Scriptural, you must always check with the Holy Spirit to see if it is specifically for 
you, now. He is your Guide. Allow yourself to be led by Him in everything, even in Christian things, because He 
is True and His ways are always right. 

So am I saying to stop reading Christian books, stop going to church, stop listening to preachers on 
television, and stop listening to teaching tapes? Of course not! But listen to them with your eyes on Jesus and 
your spirit receptive to the Holy Spirit. Pray that you would not be deceived with emotions or logic, but that you 
would have deep and hidden truths revealed to you by the Holy Spirit alone. 

My husband, Paul, and I have been very blessed and people always ask us how we did it so they can do 
the same thing. God is not a system. The "ten steps to blessing" and the "twelve keys to deliverance" may have 
been right out of the mouth of God for the one who is teaching it, but you need to let God lead you in His perfect 
path for you! 

We can’t trust what we think or feel because we were never designed to be directed by our circumstances, 
thoughts, or emotions. Following these things will only lead us out of God’s plan and provision for our lives. 
"There is a way which seems right to a man and appears straight before him, but at the end of it is the way of 
death." (Proverbs 14:12) Don’t go by what seems right to you, but what has been revealed is right for you, now! 

A Good Thing Isn’t Necessarily a God Thing 

Several years ago, we were trying to get the finances together to pay for the adoption of our daughter from 
Russia. We knew God had led us to adoption, to Russia, and to this exact child. We knew that God wanted her to 
be home with us and have a family and not to have to stay where she was. 

In our eagerness to "get the ball rolling", we decided to sacrifice something that we enjoyed in order to 
bring our daughter home more quickly. It seemed the act of a loving family and a family trying to follow God’s 
command, while lacking the money to complete what He had called us to do. We decided to sell my car, a 1996 
Land Rover Discovery that was completely paid for and in mint condition. 

We decided not to advertise it, but only make contact with one Christian man who had said that he was 
interested in it if we ever decided to sell it. The plan was perfect. We would sell the car for about $12,000, buy a 
much lesser car for me for about $4,000, and have enough left over to pay for the remaining financial need in our 
adoption and bring our precious daughter home. So, we contacted our Christian friend and presented the offer. 
He and his wife said they would pray about it, as would we, because none of us wanted to be outside of God’s 
perfect will. 

Surprisingly, over the next week, my husband and I were both riddled with dreams about not selling the 
car. We were both overwhelmed and heavy in spirit, but absolutely sure that it was not God’s plan to sell the car. 
So, like the strong Christian man that my husband is, he took the initiative to call our friend and tell him that the 
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car was no longer for sale. But when our friend answered the phone, he was so excited, telling all the plans he 
had for the car and how this was an answer to prayer and how this would be such a great blessing for him and his 
family and how safe it would be for their brand new baby boy, that our tongues were silenced. Could it be that he 
prayed and got a different answer than we did? Could it be possible that he is more mature in the Lord and heard 
more clearly than we did? And then the clincher, ìWe did give him our word didn’t we, and we certainly, as 
Christians, can’t go back on that.î And with that, we stepped out of God’s will and sold him the car. 

He gave us cash and we went down the mountain to Denver to buy an older car for me. At night, we drove 
by a car lot and were amazingly drawn to this Toyota Land Cruiser that’s body and interior looked like a disaster 
area. We had no idea why we were even considering such a rough looking vehicle, although driving it would 
certainly humble us and complete our great martyr-like sacrifice. 

Paul had researched this particular kind of car thoroughly and knew the model and make to be of 
outstanding reputation, with an incredibly high resale value. We thought that since it was a little rough around the 
edges, we might be able to get a great deal on it. They usually resell for $9,000, but this one was willing to be 
sacrificed at about $6,000. 

We test drove it quickly that night and it seemed fine, so we made arrangements with the owner, since it 
was only at the dealership on consignment, to come by her house, run a full mechanical check on it, and bring her 
the cash for the car. The next day, I believe, we came to her house. Our rent-a-mechanic went over the car very 
thoroughly, giving it every check in the book, and said it was mechanically in good shape. Feeling good about 
the $200 we spent to ensure the car’s performance, and not specifically getting a ìnoî from the Lord, we proceeded 
to pay for the vehicle in cash and transferred the title. 

I drove the "new" car and followed Paul up the highway, to make the two-hour drive back home. Suddenly, 
about ten miles from the seller’s house, the car totally lost all power. I nearly pushed my foot through the floor, 
yet couldn’t climb the hill at all, and stalled out on the side of the road. I flashed my lights at Paul to stop and 
come see what was wrong. We immediately called the rent-a-mechanic and told him what happened. He said his 
services weren’t guaranteed—he simply gave us his opinion. Then we called the woman and told her what 
happened and told her that we just wanted to coast back down the hill, bring her car back to her and get our money 
back. She ever so eloquently told us to get lost and hung up. 

Right then and there, we knew we had gotten outside of God’s will by selling our car and were about to 
pay the consequences. We just hoped that it would only be an electrical problem and that through it all, it would 
still end up being a decent deal; still give us enough for the adoption, with our lesson being thoroughly learned. 

After coasting down the hill to the Toyota dealership, and waiting for weeks for word on the diagnosis, 
we found out that not only was the engine completely blown, but that it was already blown before and only rigged 
to make it a few miles. After picking our chins up off of the floor, we held our breath and asked the dreaded 
question, ìWhat are the damages?î To that, they replied that a new engine would cost at least $6,000 plus the cost 
of the work they had already done. 

After two and a half years of praying and crying out to God to bring our daughter home, it looked like our 
own disobedience was going to stop us from getting her at all. Of course, God did make a way for us to get her 
home, supernaturally—not of our own accord—but in his mercy, we were also able to trade in that hunk of junk 
on a Toyota pickup that was in good shape, with payments of only $265 per month. So, if you really look at it, 
we traded my beautiful, mint condition Land Rover Discovery plus $265 per month for a used pickup truck. Not 
exactly a fair trade. But then again, nothing works as well as being inside God’s perfect plan! 

We can’t even count how many times we have been outside of God’s perfect will by simply following 
someone else’s advice, following our own logic and "good sense", or even listening to an anointed teaching. It is 
very easy to do what you saw work for someone else and to stay away from what didn’t, without seeking God out 
for yourself in the matter. This is, unfortunately, how most of us want to operate in following God. We want to 
follow what someone else has done, read a book, listen to a tape, or do anything but have to spend the time with 
God to get the answer from Him for ourselves. 

You may have even bought this book with that motivation—"10 Steps to Greater Intimacy with God", or 
"12 Guaranteed Ways to Remove Your Spots, Wrinkles, and Blemishes to be a Bride Ready for the Kings of 

58 
 



Kings". That would've made it a guaranteed best-seller, but it would be appealing to your flesh. A quick fix seems 
like what we need, but it is a sure-fire way to be deceived. 

Our mind and emotions can play tricks on us. Eve looked on the circumstances, not into the face of God. 
She saw that the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil was lovely, she reasoned in her own mind 
saying, ìIf it is beautiful to look at, surely it must be good for eating.î In our Land Rover lesson, we thought we 
were justified because we wanted to do something really good with the money—bring deliverance to our daughter. 
The problem is that just because it’s "good" doesn’t mean it’s God! 

Don’t forget that Satan can also come as an angel of light. He is a deceiver. If everything looks good, is 
set up just right, and seems like God has scattered rose petals along your path, don’t go just yet. You need to hear 
from God, not just look at the circumstances. In fact, with God, most times the circumstances look horrendous at 
first, but He’s waiting for you to take the first step in faith before He clears the way for you. The fact that the 
circumstances are a mess is usually part of testing you to see if you’ll really obey Him at all costs, or simply obey 
when God’s will happens to line up with yours. 

In Spite of the Circumstances 

When Jesus was walking on water, recorded in Matthew 14:24-33, and Peter swung his legs down out of 
the boat, it wasn’t calm, dry ground. The waves were crashing all around him and the wind was roaring. Yet, in 
spite of the circumstances of the storm, not to mention that it is completely impossible and against all the laws of 
nature for someone to walk on water, he trusted the Word of Jesus, "Come", more than what he could see—at 
least for a moment. 

When the Lord showed Paul and I to build our new home, I actually protested with the Lord about it. You 
see, we are not on a set income, in fact, we have no idea how much, or if, we will make any money each month. 
The Lord told us what to do for a living and we have been faithful in that. He always provided the payment for 
our little cabin, but did we have the faith to trust that he could provide more than three times the amount we were 
used to? I didn’t want to find out. So, lying down one day in the back seat of our car, I said to God, "I really 
appreciate that you want to do this for us, but it’s hard enough to have faith for the payment we have now. I don’t 
want to be that pressed every month. I don’t want to have to worry if the money is going to come in. And besides, 
it is much more humble to live in a small house and be able to give more to the poor. Thanks, but no thanks." 

Then the Spirit of the Lord, reminding me of the above story in the book of Matthew, said to me, "I didn’t 
make any of them get out of the boat, but they all could have. If you want to live in mediocrity, you can. It is up 
to you." Then, as my jaw gaped open, He added, "If I am out on the water and tell you to come, will you get out 
of the boat?" 

I began to cry, because the last thing in the world that I want is to be mediocre or to not do all that God 
has called me to do. I really thought about it and weighed out what it all meant, in tears because the very cry of 
my heart is to do all that He’s called me to do. 

Then He said, "If the water looks like glass and I’m out on the water and tell you to come, will you come?" 
Whether the water looks like glass or not, it’s not glass! It’s impossible to walk on the water! I knew He was 
calling me to have faith for the impossible and to step out of my comfort zone, trusting Him as my only Source. 
With tears running down my face, after contemplating the enormity of the idea of walking on top of the 
impossible, I said, "Yes, if the water looks like glass and You are out there telling me to come, I’ll come." 

Then He said, "Now if there is a storm and the waves are splashing all around you, and I am out on the 
water and tell you to come, will you come?" From agreeing to do the really impossible to doing the really, really 
impossible was not that much of a jump, so I quickly agreed. And what I asked for is what I got. Every day of our 
lives it feels that we are walking on top of the very, very impossible, yet God Himself is with us and is sustaining 
us. 

The house was very irrelevant and not to become its own idol. It was simply the first baby steps down a 
much harder and steeper path He had ordained for our feet. The only way we can continue in this walk is to keep 
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our eyes on Jesus and not look at the circumstances, because the circumstances do have the ability to pull us under 
in a split second, but our God is greater than our circumstances! 

It is so much easier to do just about anything than to put your faith out there and trust God. In order to 
trust Him, you have to spend enough time with Him to know what you are trusting Him for, and most of us aren’t 
willing to take that step. Unfortunately, most of us let our eyes and ears make our decisions based solely on our 
circumstances. 

At one church my husband and I had started attending, we noticed that everyone prayed like this, "Lord, 
if it is your will for me to take this job, marry this man, buy this house, etc., open the door, if not, close it." On 
the surface there doesn’t seem to be anything wrong with a prayer like that, but there is. This is a prayer of 
weakness and unbelief. They do not know the will of the Father in this area. They are not waiting for His answer 
to whether or not they should proceed, but are going to proceed anyway and are asking God to stop them. There 
are two things in particular to note here. God does not do anything against your will, He is a Gentleman, so don’t 
count on Him stopping you if you have already willed to do something. Secondly, God is not the only one who 
opens doors. Satan is the prince of this world; when he tempted Jesus in the wilderness, he showed Him all of the 
wealth and kingdoms of this world and they are his to give (Matthew 4:8,9). Jesus would not have been tempted 
if Satan were not able to transfer all of it to Him. The serpent also can open doors, and don’t be deceived into 
thinking you must be walking in God’s will or you wouldn’t be so prosperous, the devil has money too. Be led 
by the Spirit of God and Him alone! 

The Only Way, the Only Truth, and the Only Tree of Life 

I hear people say, "Trust me as a man of God bringing you this word." Or, "You don’t have to pray about 
it, it worked for me." We are all still works in progress and are not yet fully conformed to the image of God’s 
Son. People can intentionally or unintentionally lead you astray. Unlike man, God’s ways are perfect and all His 
plans for you are good. 

"For I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare and 
peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome." (Jeremiah 29:11) And, "No good thing will He 
withhold from those who walk uprightly." (Psalm 84:11b) His plans for you are the best—follow Him. 

I do not want to be part of perpetuating a cycle of leading any person away from the inner witness of the 
Holy Spirit, which leads to deception, rebellion, and witchcraft, so please don’t believe something just because I, 
or your pastor, or anyone else says it; let the Holy Spirit be your Guide. 

Lord, I thank You right now, in the name of Jesus Christ, my Lord and the Savior of my soul for renewing 
the broken fellowship between us and giving me the precious gift of Your Holy Spirit. Lead me and guide 
me in every area of my life. Convict me of any sin in my life that I need to repent from or anything that is 
keeping me from closer fellowship with You. Forgive me for eating of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, as I have followed the words and the teachings of men and by looking to my circumstances and 
trusting in my own limited mind and emotions to lead me. Lord, only You and You alone know the number 
of my days. Only You, Lord, know the perfect path for my life. I pray that You would give me my daily 
bread – giving me all that I need to do what You have called me to do for that day and that moment. I ask 
You, Lord, to light a lamp unto my feet and reveal to me every Scripture, every teaching, every book, and 
every tape that is for me today, and give me wisdom and discernment to know the difference between Your 
Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil that only leads me away from Your path. 
Lord, right now I submit myself to You completely and totally, ask You to cleanse me from all 
unrighteousness and ask You to lead me in Your perfect way. Thank You for Your Spirit, Who is life to 
every part of my being. Baptize me right now with Your precious Holy Spirit and make me full to 
overflowing. You said out of my belly would flow rivers of living water. Well up on the inside of me and 
bring forth new life and new depth of purpose in my inner man. Lead me and guide me in Your perfect 
will for my life, for Your name’s sake. In Jesus name I pray, Amen. 
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Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Genesis 2:15-17 
- Matthew 27:46 
- Genesis 3:4b-10, 24 
- 2 Corinthians 11:3 
- Revelation 2:7 
- Revelation 22:2,14,19 
- Exodus 19:6a 
- Romans 8:3-8 
- Leviticus 7:37 
- Matthew 4:1-11 
- Luke 4:1-13 
- Psalm 91:11,12 
- Deuteronomy 6:16 
- Proverbs 14:12 
- Matthew 14:24-33 
- Matthew 4:8-9 
- Jeremiah 29:11 
- Psalm 84:11b 
- Revelation 2:4 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 9: Your Past—Dead or Alive? 

"I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of all the mercies of God, to make a decisive 
dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, 

consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual 
worship." (Romans 12:1) 

Dead to the Past 

Now, I know that you have probably always lived a perfect Christian life, even cutting your teeth on the back of 
the church pew, but I didn’t grow up that way. I grew up in sin. Big sin. I didn’t come to have a personal 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ until I was twenty-four years old and I made a lot of mistakes and a lot of 
bad choices on the road I traveled. But praise God, Jesus has made me a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17) and 
buried my sins in the Sea of Forgetfulness (Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 8:8-12; Hebrews 10:16,17), never to 
remember them again. 

That said, I find it interesting that in my dream (told in Chapter Five, ìOur Jealous Husbandî) I went to 
someone I had given my heart to years before. Someone B.C. In the dream, I left my husband, representing God, 
for this ìother manî, representing the pleasures of the flesh, the things of this world, and the old self that was not 
quite dead yet. In my dream, the "other man" was a symbol of holding onto the past. 

My past is dead because when God made me a new creature in Christ Jesus He said, "Therefore if any 
person is ingrafted in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature altogether); the old previous 
moral and spiritual condition has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!" (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

I have laid down my old life, my old nature. "I have been crucified with Christ [in Him I have shared His 
crucifixion]; it is no longer I who live, but Christ (the Messiah) lives in me; and the life I now live in the body I 
live by faith in (by adherence to and reliance on and complete trust in) the Son of God, Who loved me and gave 
Himself up for me." (Galatians 2:20) 

I have laid down my life to be alive with Him—or have I? I think this is truly one of the most important 
questions we can ask ourselves. Are you really dead or is there some part of your past or your former self you are 
still clinging to? Is there some part of your former identity you still want to be, or a hurt you haven’t let go of yet? 

Are You Dead? 

The Bible says that when we accept the sacrifice of the atoning blood of the perfect and holy Lamb of 
God, Jesus Christ, "In Him we have redemption (deliverance and salvation) through His blood, the remission 
(forgiveness) of our offenses (shortcomings and trespasses), in accordance with the riches and generosity of His 
gracious favor." (Ephesians 1:7 [Isaiah 1:18; Psalm 32:1,2; Romans 4:7,8]) It is the New Covenant. A covenant, 
like a marriage requires both parties giving something to unite the two and benefit both. God gave His Son. His 
part of the covenant is complete. If we choose to accept His covenant and receive the forgiveness of sins and 
inherit eternal life, we must give according to His terms. 

The Bible says that we must offer ourselves as a living sacrifice. "I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and 
beg of you in view of all the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your 
members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy [devoted, consecrated] and well pleasing to God, which is your 
reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world (this age), 
[fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the entire 
renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and new attitude], so that you may prove for yourselves what is the good 
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and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect in His sight for 
you." (Romans 12:1,2) 

"Are you ignorant of the fact that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
His death? We were buried therefore with Him by the baptism into death, so that just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, so we too might habitually live and behave in newness 
of life. For if we have become one with Him by sharing a death like His, we shall also be one with Him in 
sharing His resurrection [by a new life lived for God]. We know that our old (unrenewed) self was nailed 
to the cross with Him in order that our body [which is the instrument] of sin might be made ineffective 
and inactive for evil, that we might no longer be the slaves of sin. For when a man dies, he is freed (loosed, 
delivered) from the power of sin among men. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with Him." (Romans 6:3-8) 

To die to our flesh (our godless human nature), means that we give up doing things our way and let Him 
be Lord, Boss, and Ruler of our lives. Remember, a dead man cannot get offended, be angry, be lustful, or greedy. 
Unfortunately, it’s not easy to crucify our flesh. It’s also just as hard to keep it dead; it’s a daily struggle and a 
battle we will fight until the day we die. 

If you have accepted God’s costly, yet free, gift of Jesus paying the penalty for everything you have ever 
done, thought, or said, and everything you ever will do, think, or say, you have become a totally new creation; 
you are set to inherit eternal life; you will spend forever with the living, loving God, and live anew in victorious 
and abundant life on this earth. 

Discipline Your Flesh 
So, if you have said yes to Him, daily you must take up our cross and follow Him. (Matthew 16:24) No 

matter the cost. No matter how hard it may get. No matter how much it doesn’t make sense and how much it hurts 
our flesh. If we are truly to be Christians, little anointed ones, we must allow Him to rule in our bodies daily. We 
need to submit to Him totally and completely—no turning back. We need to spend time with Him in His Word, 
in prayer, in worship, and denying our selfish desires to train ourselves as an athlete, in order to hear and follow 
the voice of the Good Shepherd. 

"Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run your 
race that you may lay hold of the prize and make it yours. Now every athlete who goes into training 
conducts himself temperately and restricts himself in all things. They do it to win a wreath that will soon 
wither, but we do it to receive a crown of eternal blessedness that cannot wither. Therefore I do not run 
uncertainly (without definite aim). I do not box like one beating the air and striking without an adversary. 
But like a boxer I buffet my body [handle it roughly, discipline it by hardships] and subdue it, for fear that 
after proclaiming to others the Gospel and things pertaining to it, I myself should become unfit [not stand 
the test, be unapproved and rejected as a counterfeit]." (1 Corinthians 9:24-27) 

It seems unbelievable that the Apostle Paul, who wrote most of the New Testament, thought that it was 
possible for him to become unfit for the kingdom and not stand the test and be rejected by God as a counterfeit 
Christian. If it were possible for Paul to get off track, it is certainly possible for us. And what greater care we 
should give to training ourselves for the race that lay before us. Paul constantly disciplined his flesh, his physical 
body and his godless human nature, by depriving it of its lusts and desires, to put it into submission to the Spirit 
of God. 

Do we really have to discipline our bodies, or is it simply a figure of speech? Adam fell from God’s grace 
because of the fruit he wanted to eat. Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of porridge and God hated him and called 
him godless. "But in comparison with the degree of love I have for Jacob I have hated Esau." (Malachi 1:3a 
[Romans 9:13,16]) 
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"Exercise foresight and be on the watch to look after one another, to see that no one falls back from and 
fails to secure God’s grace (His unmerited favor and spiritual blessing), in order that no root of 
resentment (rancor, bitterness, or hatred) shoots forth and causes trouble and bitter torment, and that 
many become contaminated and defiled by it—that no one may become guilty of sexual vice, or become a 
profane (godless and sacrilegious) person as Esau did, who sold his own birthright for a single meal." 
(Hebrews 12:15,16 [Genesis 25:29-34] emphasis mine) 

And don’t forget that the first temptation of Jesus listed in Scripture is when the devil tempted Him through 
His stomach. (Matthew 4:3,4) Don’t underestimate the ability of your flesh to make you stumble – don’t be that 
proud! 

And even if, somehow, we are strong in our bodies and cannot be tempted, we must not let our strength 
tempt someone else. "But if your brother is being pained or his feelings hurt or if he is being injured by what you 
eat (or drink), then you are no longer walking in love. [You have ceased to be living and conducting yourself by 
the standard of love toward him.] Do not let what you eat (or drink) hurt or cause the ruin of one for whom Christ 
died!...You must not, for the sake of food (or drink), undo and break down and destroy the work of God! The right 
thing is to eat no meat or drink no wine at all, or do anything else if it makes your brother stumble or hurts his 
conscience or offends or weakens him." (Romans 14:15,20a,21, parenthesis mine) 

Don’t Look Back 

Before I became a Christian, I used to drink. I wasn’t an alcoholic, but I did drink socially. My husband 
had been addicted and, all praise to God, the Lord completely delivered him from this curse!! After giving my 
life to Jesus and reading the above Scriptures in Romans, I felt convicted to make sure that I didn’t do anything 
to make my husband stumble in his walk with the Lord, so I vowed to never drink in front of him. One evening, 
while visiting my brother and sister-in-law in Texas, we went out to dinner. Everyone ordered margaritas with 
dinner and I did too, seeing no harm in it, since my husband was still in Colorado. I don’t think I even had three 
sips before I felt completely convicted by the Holy Spirit, so I stopped drinking it. I thought being obedient to 
stop would lift the conviction I felt, but it didn’t. The agony of my offense ate away at me like a cancer. 

When I went to bed that night I cried out to God, "Why do I feel so awful? I didn’t do anything that bad." 
Immediately the Lord reminded me of the Scripture we had in our wedding ceremony, "and they shall become 
one flesh." (Genesis 2:24 [Matthew 19:5; 1 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 5:31-33]) My husband and I were not 
two, but one in God’s eyes. Whether or not we were in the same state, He still saw us as one flesh. 

Then He reminded me about the story of Lot (Genesis 19:15-26) and how the angels of the Lord had 
delivered Lot and his family from great destruction. When they were a safe distance away, Lot’s wife turned and 
looked back on what God had delivered her from, and was immediately turned into a pillar of salt. God was 
showing me that although I had cried and prayed for months for my husband’s deliverance, and had prayed over 
handkerchiefs and put them on his pillow, begging God to free him from alcohol, I had turned back to fondly look 
upon the accursed thing. 

Do you hate the sin that God delivered you from, or do you laugh at how silly you used to be and how 
much fun you had? The Bible doesn’t lie to us, it says that sin is fun for a season (Hebrews 11:25), but it also says 
that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). God hates sin and tells us to do the same. Sin separated us from our 
loving God and led us on a path straight toward hell. That is where we would all be had He not shed His Own 
blood for those sins. Do you despise the sins of your past? Does the gross darkness of your life before Christ 
disgust you? Do you hate the "bonds of Egypt" that kept you enslaved, or are you waiting for the first chance to 
go back? 
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This Body of Corruption 

I have heard it told that during a certain period of human history, I believe in the medieval period in 
Europe, a convicted murderer would be forced to have the body of his victim tied to his back. His punishment 
was to carry the result of his crime on his back for the rest of his life. Because of the decomposing state of the 
dead body, the gnats and flies would also eat away at his living flesh. No one would come near him—he was 
completely cut off from society. The stench of the corpse was completely unbearable. Soon the maggots and flies 
that were feasting on the old, dead flesh, would worm their way through his skin, and literally eat him alive. This 
is the definition of corruption. This is spiritually what we do when we carry our ìold, dead fleshî on our backs, 
trying to keep part of our old self alive. It is like spitting in the face of God, who saved us from the body of death, 
to hold onto any part of what He has cursed. 

Any time we question God or look longingly back at what He has saved us from, we are telling Him that 
we don’t trust Him and we don’t appreciate what He’s done for us. 

Determine right now not to look back. Trust that He has brought you to a better place. God did not bring 
you out of bondage to bring you into a "wilderness experience" to torture you, but to bring you to the Promised 
Land. God’s plans are to prosper you, not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

"We are assured and know that [God being a partner in their labor] all things work together and are 
fitting into a plan for good to and for those who love God and are called according to His design and 
purpose." (Romans 8:28) 

Trust that the old life you lived was only bringing you into death and despair. Know that God saved you 
from the pit of destruction because He wants to do great things in your life. The only way you can truly live is to 
take that old, dead carcass of who you used to be off of your back. Leave it behind. Let it stay dead or it will steal 
the abundant life He has given you. There is nothing that you have ever done that is worth looking back on. 

Dearest Lord, please forgive me for looking back on the accursed thing that You saved me from. Forgive 
me for looking fondly at what You see as wicked and destructive. Forgive me for trying to resurrect the 
old me, not completely surrendering it to You. Lord, I know that I brought this broken, tattered vessel 
before You as a sacrificial offering, I know I laid it at Your altar. Forgive me Lord, I now realize I picked 
it back up again. Once again, Lord, I lay myself totally before You, a living sacrifice. Please accept this 
broken vessel and rebuild it for Your glory. I give myself to You completely and totally now. If there is 
anything in me that I have held back from surrendering to You, please reveal it to me now in Jesus’ name. 
Make me whole and complete in You alone, In Jesus’ holy name I pray and ask it, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Romans 12:1,2 
- 2 Corinthians 5:17 
- Jeremiah 31:34 
- Hebrews 8:8-12 
- Hebrews 10:16,17 
- Galatians 2:20 
- Ephesians 1:7 
- Isaiah 1:18 
- Psalm 32:1,2 
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- Romans 4:7,8 
- Romans 6:3-8 
- Matthew 16:24 
- 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
- Malachi 1:3a 
- Romans 9:13,16 
- Hebrews 12:15,16 
- Genesis 25:29-34 
- Matthew 4:3,4 
- Romans 14:15, 20a, 21 
- Genesis 2:24 
- Matthew 19:5 
- 1 Corinthians 6:16 
- Ephesians 5:31-33 
- Genesis 19:15-26 
- Hebrews 11:25 
- Romans 6:23 
- Jeremiah 29:11 
- Romans 8:28 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 10: In Love With The World 

"There is a way which seems right to a man and appears straight before him, but at the end of it is the way of 
death." (Proverbs 14:12; Proverbs 16:25) 

The Pleasures of the Flesh 

Paul and I love to see a good movie. We don’t go to many of them because they are so bad and antagonistic to 
everything Biblical and holy. But after working long days on building our home, we thought we’d relax and treat 
ourselves by going to the local movie theatre. We bought our tickets to the movie—it looked like a good plot line 
with excitement and depth—and sat down with our popcorn. As the lights dimmed and the movie rolled across 
the big screen, blasphemy after blasphemy poured out of the mouths of the actors. Each time something was 
spoken against our God and King, Paul and I said, "Jesus is Lord!" The movie was interesting, so we continued 
to watch and continued to say, "Jesus is Lord!" as the blasphemies poured forth. 

By the time we left the movie, Paul and I were so defiled by being in the presence of such wickedness that 
it literally took days of repentance and pushing in to feel the presence of God again. God never leaves us or 
forsakes us, (Hebrews 13:5b) but He can’t be in the presence of sin. We choose to walk with Him or away from 
Him, but either way it is our choice. 

I’m not against movies, but I think it’s interesting that the Lord gave me the dream of leaving my husband 
to run into the arms of another man within a week of seeing that movie. The dream wasn’t just a symbol of me 
longing for my past, but of choosing the pleasures of the flesh before God. 

Do you entertain the pleasures of the flesh? Even if you’re not committing obvious sins like adultery, 
fornication, or pornography, are there pleasures in your life that you enjoy that put God on the backburner, even 
for a moment in time? Food, sex, movies, gossip, sleep, the list goes on and on. Is there anything in you that you 
have compromised in? 

Our Way or His? 

Our problem is that we don’t want to give up our fun. We’ll go to church, but we don’t want to give up 
our pleasures. We still want to have it our way. And the truth is, if we are truly Christians, we are not our own 
anyway; He bought us. Our rights and our plans are submitted to His plans, or at least they need to be, no matter 
how much our flesh and our own selfish desires have to suffer. 

I admit that I have even caught myself idolizing sleep. I have great intentions about spending time with 
the Lord, but I know He’ll understand if I sleep in instead because I’m just so tired. "Ten more minutes of sleep—
sure that will cut into my time with the Lord, but He’s God, He’ll forgive me." 

The whole thing is the attitude of our hearts. If we are truly, passionately, hopelessly devoted, and wildly 
in love with Jesus, we will be so excited to open our eyes in the morning so that we can talk to Him and share our 
day with Him that we would never take our time with Him for granted. If we truly love Him more than anything, 
we wouldn’t even think of being the vessel that carries the Holy Spirit of God into a filthy movie, into the 
congregation of blasphemers, or to go anywhere that Jesus wouldn’t go. What Would Jesus Do? 

If we really loved Him more than the pleasures of this life, we would put down that book, drop that 
magazine, turn off the television and get on our faces before God Almighty. If we truly loved Him more than 
anything, we would have no problem giving or going. There would be no lack, no people unreached, and no child 
unfed or unwanted. If we truly loved Him more than anything, we would "be imitators of God (and we would) 
[copy Him and follow His example] as well-beloved children imitate their father" (Ephesians 5:1, parenthesis 
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mine); and not be imitators of this world. We would give up the pleasures of this world and set ourselves apart 
for God’s use, sanctified and holy. 

Do you want to know why your family, friends, and coworkers that you have been praying for are still 
unsaved? It may just be because when they see you, they don’t see enough of Him to turn their heads. They may 
look at you and see that you’re not different, but just like them. You may be the world rolled up in a flashy yellow 
Pentecostal suit and baritone Baptist voice. (I’m not picking on any denomination, just trying to make a point.) 
You may smile shyly when someone uses the name of your Lord and the Savior of your very soul as a swear 
word. You smile at sin. You may not hate wickedness. You might not love the brethren or cry for the lost. You 
may be a Pharisee and a Pharisee never saved a soul or won anyone into the Kingdom. Maybe, just maybe, your 
family, friends, and coworkers would get saved if you just cared more what Jesus thought about you than what 
they thought about you. 

In my dream, the "other man" represented the things of this world. Do you love the things of this world? 
Do you live one way when you are around your Christian friends and another way around your coworkers or old 
friends? Do you get caught up in the things of this world? Do you pay close attention to the seasons of life, the 
latest fashions, the stock market, the news, the celebrities, etc.? 

To Hear Him More 

In November of 2000, while waiting, and waiting, and waiting to find out if George W. Bush was going 
to be our next President (anyone remember that one? That was Bush vs Gore.), Paul and I watched the news. 
Every morning we’d get up and see if there were any new developments and we’d check again before bed. We’d 
listen to the radio in the car and watch the television news, always hoping to hear something. 

The Lord spoke a lot of things to us in those days, like not trusting in men or governments more than in 
God. We also got terribly convicted about spending our time in front of the news. It wasn’t that the news was so 
bad in and of itself, or that we skipped reading our Bibles (we continued to read them just as much), but that He 
wanted so much to come near and spend time with us, but we weren’t listening. We couldn’t hear Him because 
our eyes and ears were on the wrong thing. Our eyes and our ears were on this world and this life, and not the 
next. 

Especially after the tragedies of 9-11, who wasn’t glued to their television sets to find out what was going 
to happen next? It was then that the Lord spoke to us to, "Get the sin machine out of your house!" Although we 
rarely watched anything except Christian television and the news, God had a different plan. Keeping our eyes and 
ears on the things of this world kept us from hearing our King, and thus sinning against our Lord and Savior. 

Some time ago the Lord told Paul that we only hear Him 20% of the time, and yet the Lord also told him, 
"You hear Me better than most." What would happen in your marriage if you only heard your spouse 20% of the 
time, or if they only heard you 20% of the time? What if you only heard 20% of your employer’s instructions or 
20% of the conversation with your best friend? What if your children only heard your instructions or your love 
20% of the time? 

How can we function to only hear 20% from the One Who knows all things, the Source of our very 
existence, and the only Tree of Life? What would happen if we abided in Him enough to hear His voice and His 
direction for our lives 100% of the time? What would happen if we not only heard but also obeyed? 

People get mad at God when things don’t go well in their lives, but what if God was trying to warn them 
and they stubbornly refused to read the signs? What if He was trying to talk to them but through the noise and 
busyness of this world, they never heard His voice? 
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The Way That Seems Right 

I remember in November of 1999, Paul and I had collected a bunch of shoebox gifts for Operation 
Christmas Child, an outreach of Samaritan’s Purse, through our church and a community effort, to distribute toys 
and hygiene items to impoverished children all over the world. I, like I sometimes do in my imperfect humanity, 
had waited until the very last day to take the boxes the two and a half hours down to Denver to drop them off by 
the airport for delivery. The night before I was to drive down the mountain, as I was praying, I heard the Lord say 
to me, "The way that seems right to a man, it’s end therein is death." (Yes, sometimes God talks to me in th King 
James!) I thought to myself, "That’s a good one, Lord, I’ll have to remember to share that with someone who is 
going in the wrong direction." Then, it came again and again, all night long, "The way that seems right to a man, 
it’s end therein is death." Finally, thickheaded as I am, I understood that the Lord was giving me a warning about 
taking the shoeboxes down to Denver through the Scriptures. In the Amplified Bible, it reads, "There is a way 
which seems right to a man and appears straight before him, but at the end of it is the way of death." (Proverbs 
14:12) And Proverbs 16:25, "There is a way that seems right to a man and appears straight before him, but at 
the end of it is the way of death." God even repeated the warning in the Scriptures, showing the severity and 
weight of it. 

So, I wrestled with God all night saying, "But Lord, this is a Christian organization and these boxes are 
for children. This is a task that has been entrusted to me and I am responsible to get these there on time." The 
warning didn’t let up, "The way that seems right to a man, it’s end therein is death." Finally, sobbing, I submitted 
and said, "Lord, I don’t understand why, it makes no sense to me whatsoever, but I will obey." 

I went to sleep in peace and didn’t take the boxes down to Denver, missing the final deadline. But that 
night on the news (since we still had TV in 1999), we saw the effects of a terrible snowstorm and why I was 
warned not to go. On the highway I would have been returning home on, at the precise time of day that I would 
have been headed back up the mountain, there was a twenty-two car pile up in which two people were killed. 
Coincidence? I think not. God wants to talk to us and lead us, if we’ll just give Him an ear to hear. (Of course, 
unknown to me, one drop-off location had extended their deadline and the boxes arrived on time, with no 
snowstorms and no traffic problems. Father knows best!) 

Madly in Love 

God is jealous of our time and our attentions. Even if we think it’s not a bad, ìoff-limitsî thing, where are 
we spending our time? Who gets our best moments of the day? What do we drop everything else for? For HimÖor 
for the pleasures of this world? 

When Paul and I were dating, I used to daydream about getting to have dinner with him. All day long my 
heart would race just thinking about looking into his blue-green eyes. I could picture his dimples as he smiled and 
hear his laugh when he wasn’t even there. When he called on the phone, my heart would leap for joy. I was 
inspired by him, felt more alive around him, and knew things about him that no one else knew. I would wait 
expectantly for the sweet and comforting sound of his voice; I could picture the way he walked into a room; I 
loved the sweet way he whispered my name; I would know the touch of his hands anywhere. He was the focus of 
my thoughts and my attentions. I wouldn’t make plans without checking with him, secretly hoping that he’d rather 
do something with me than with anyone else. I was enamored with him, and still am. It may seem silly to you, 
but even now, after ten years together, I love to hear the sound of his voice when he calls me from work just to 
say hi. When I hear his car roll in the driveway, I still run down the stairs to kiss him at the door. I don’t sleep as 
well when he’s away on a trip and not lying in bed beside me. He belongs there. We are one flesh and one is not 
complete without the other. 

But what about God? Do you wake up in the morning with a song of praise and a shout of joyful 
anticipation about spending the day together like young lovers? Do you long to look into His eyes and hear the 
sweet sound of His voice? Do you go to bed with the meditations of His Word in your heart? Do you put him first 

69 
 



no matter what? "Hold all calls, turn off the TV, I’m spending the morning with the Lover of my soul!" Or do 
you put the things of this world first, "I’ll spend time with God later, I have to go to work." "This phone call is 
too important to wait." "God understands that I have to make money, I’ll read the Bible later." 

In Love with the Gifts or the Giver of the Gifts? 

I heard a pastor once tell the story of when he came home from a trip, anxious to hold his little girl in his 
arms, but to his dismay she was too busy playing with her Barbies to notice him. He said to her, "Come here and 
give me some love." So she crawled up into his lap, gave him a quick kiss, and wiggled down to go back to her 
Barbies. Unsatisfied with that, he asked her to give him some more love. She turned and said to him, "That’s the 
trouble with you daddies, you just want too much love!" He continues the story, telling how God is our Daddy, 
who just wants our love. And like his daughter, many times we get too caught up in playing with the gifts than 
giving our love to the Giver of the gifts. 

My husband and I caught ourselves doing that not too long ago. The Lord had blessed us with a beautiful 
custom dream home. While hiding behind the guise of good stewardship, we worked night and day on finishing 
the house and decorating it as a show home of show homes. But somehow, in the midst of appreciating our gift 
from God and trying to be good stewards of His house, the house was placed a little too high on the pedestal. The 
need to finish it became a little too great, and soon our time with the Lord, our most precious moments of intimacy 
with Him, were placed on the backburner. How quickly we lose sight of what is truly important! 

The Lord showed my husband and I that although we thought we were doing all the right things, and felt 
on track, we were deceived. "There is a way that seems right to a man and appears straight before him, but at the 
end of it is the way of death." (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25) Thinking we were acting as good stewards, we didn’t even 
see that we were falling in love with the world. 

"You are like unfaithful wives having illicit love affairs with the world and breaking your marriage vow 
to God! Do you not know that being the world’s friend is being God’s enemy? So whoever chooses to be a friend 
of the world takes his stand as an enemy of God. Or do you suppose that the Scripture is speaking to no purpose 
that says, The Spirit Whom He has caused to dwell in us yearns over us and He yearns for the Spirit to be welcome 
with a jealous love?" (James 4:4,5 [Jeremiah 3:14; Hosea 2:19]) He loves you. He is passionate about you. And 
yes, He is jealous of your time and attentions. 

Distractions to Passion 

I am just now becoming aware in my own walk with the Lord what might be the greatest distraction to 
spending time with God—the church! Although we have gone to church three times a week and been involved in 
all sorts of Christian activities, we have been deceived into thinking that going to church and spending time with 
God are the same thing. Sometimes it may be, but mostly, unfortunately, it’s not. Are we seeking to please God 
or the pastor? Are we going to church to be seen by men, or seen by God? Are we seeking His face or His hand? 
Do we let Him see us naked and broken before Him, or do we continue to play charades with Him, keeping our 
mask on and our emotions in check? Are we going to church to get ministered to or to minister to God? 

In the Old Covenant, all of the priests ministered before the Lord, night and day, without ceasing. They 
worshipped Him, praised Him, played instruments to Him, sacrificed to Him, and glorified Him. When He called 
us to be a holy nation of kings and priests (Exodus 19:6), it was to minister to Him more than to one another. 
Now, don’t get me wrong, we are supposed to help each other, pray for each other, clothe, feed, and encourage 
each other, and lead the lost out of darkness, but our number one function is to minister to Him. We have it all 
backwards, the King of all creation is not supposed to serve us, but we are to serve Him, obey Him, praise Him, 
glorify Him, and minister to the longing of His heart for intimate fellowship with Him all the days of our lives. 
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As I mentioned before, when Aaron’s two sons, as priests, burned a different kind of incense to the Lord 
than he commanded, they were immediately burned to death for, as the Amplified Bible puts it, burning "false 
fire" (Leviticus 10:1,2,6). Are you burning false fire? Do you go through all of the motions, have the dialect down 
pat, know what Scriptures to quote, when to jump, when to sing, and when to shout, but the gift you are offering 
up to God is false? Is your gift really for God, or is it for you, or your pastor, or to be seen by men? Jesus Himself 
said, "Take care not to do your good deeds publicly or before men, in order to be seen by them; otherwise you 
will have no reward reserved for and awaiting you with and from the Father Who is in heaven." (Matthew 6:1) 

Deception is a sneaky and evil creature, who lurks in every church. He is slow and steady, careful not to 
be noticed, and forever persistent. Be careful that you too are not deceived into burning a false fire before the 
King of Kings. There is only one kind of offering God accepts now—all of you, burned by the fire of His holiness. 

Dearest Heavenly Father, please forgive me for my spiritual adultery and selfishness against Your great 
love for me. I love you so very much, Lord, and I pray that You would take every bit of lust and love for 
the things of this world out of my life. Search my heart, O God, and show me if the pleasures that I enjoy 
are keeping me from greater fellowship and intimacy with You. Forgive me for all of the things I have 
selfishly put before you. Reveal each one to me, so that I can restore the broken fellowship and intimacy 
with You alone. I love You so much, Lord. Forgive my heart for its evil desires and lusts for the pleasures 
of the flesh. Wash me in Your precious blood and make me white as snow. Wash me in Your Word, 
perpetually, and bury it in my heart that I might not sin against You. Forgive me, Lord, and empower me 
to walk uprightly before You, only seeking You to bring me joy and pleasure in this world. Thank you for 
making my heart tender to Your soft, loving voice. Give me a greater and greater love for You, that I might 
walk before You as the chosen and purchased bride of Christ. Forgive me for not listening to You when 
You have tried to speak to me. Forgive me for blaming You when things went wrong in my life. Forgive 
me for not loving You enough to lay down my life for You. I know You paid such an incredible Price to 
redeem me from the death of this world, forgive me for having fondness for what You have delivered me 
from. Lord, show me if I have been burning false fire to You, being deceived in my own heart and mind. 
Show me if there is any hypocrisy in my worship, trust, and adoration of You. Show me if I have 
unknowingly put on a Christian mask and tried to impress men rather than be real with You and lie naked 
before You, Lord. Help me, Lord, to have greater wisdom and understanding in Your ways and let me look 
on things the way You see them. Please renew my mind with Your love and mighty power. Keep me from 
idols and any unclean thing. Teach me to love You as You want to be loved. I thank You for Your incredible 
grace and mercy and pray that You would make me a pure and chaste bride, truly prepared for the King 
of Glory. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Proverbs 14:12 
- Proverbs 16:25 
- Hebrews 13:5b 
- Ephesians 5:1 
- James 4:4,5 
- Jeremiah 3:14 
- Hosea 2:19 
- Exodus 19:6 
- Leviticus 10:1,2,6 
- Matthew 6:1 
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Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 11: If You Really Loved Me... 

"If a person really loves Me, he will keep My word [obey My teaching]..." (John 14:23a) 

Love = Obedience 

In my dream, the ìother manî said to me, "If you really loved him (my husband), you wouldn’t have come here 
at all." The man represented the pleasures of this world and the things of the flesh, and he said that if I really 
loved God (represented in my dream by my husband) I wouldn’t have come to him at all. I don’t know about you, 
but those words hit me like a hammer. If I really loved God, I wouldn’t _____ at all. You fill in the blank. If you 
really loved God, you wouldn’t _____ at all. 

In 1 Corinthians 2:9, in the Amplified Bible, God gave us the definition of what it means to love Him. 
"For those who love Him, (are those) who hold Him in affectionate reverence, promptly obeying Him and 
gratefully recognizing the benefits He has bestowed." (1 Corinthians 2:9b [Isaiah 64:4; 65:17] parenthesis mine) 
It doesn’t say that those who love Him go to church three times a week or sing in the choir or prophesy or speak 
in tongues (which, by the way, I agree with). It says that those who love Him hold Him in affectionate reverence, 
loving fear, are grateful, recognizing that He is God and is a Rewarder of those who earnestly and diligently seek 
Him, and are prompt to obey Him. (Hebrews 11:6) 

Jesus talked a great deal about love. In the book of John, Jesus says, "The person who has My commands 
and keeps them is the one who really loves Me; and whoever really loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I 
too will love him and will show (reveal, manifest) Myself to him. [I will let Myself be clearly seen by him and 
make Myself real to him]ÖIf a person really loves Me, he will keep My word [obey My teaching]; and My Father 
will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home (abode, special dwelling place) with him. Anyone 
who does not really love Me does not observe and obey My teaching. And the teaching which you hear and heed 
is not Mine, but comes from the Father Who sent Me." (John 14:21,23,24) 

Jesus said, if you love Me, you’ll obey Me. "If you really love Me, you will keep (obey) My commands." 
Whether or not we love Him is not based on our standing in the church, our beautiful worshipful voice, or any 
experience that we’ve had in the past. Our love is proven by our obedience. 

In the book of Matthew, Jesus, addressing the crowd said, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind (intellect). This is the great (most important, principal) and 
first commandment." (Matthew 22:37,38 [Deuteronomy 6:5]) The first and greatest commandment is to love God 
with all of our heart, soul, and mind, but Jesus said that if anyone doesn’t really love Him, they don’t obey His 
teaching. We say we love God, but do we really—our love is proven by our actions of obedience. Those who love 
Him are prompt to obey Him with reverence. 

Not All “Christians” are Christ’s 

As Christians, sometimes we think we can be lazy or slack in our obedience because God will forgive us 
when we screw up because we repeated some prayer when we were fourteen. Being saved is not a prayer, but a 
walk. It is laying down our lives day by day to live for Christ. It is sacrificing our own wills and saying, "Not my 
will, but always Yours be done!" (Luke 22:42) We say we want His will, but do we really? We better decide now, 
because our eternal lives are depending on it! 

When the Lord showed me these dreams and their interpretations, I finally understood what Jesus was 
saying in Matthew 7:22,23, "Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name 
and driven out demons in Your name and done many mighty works in Your name? And then I will say to them 
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openly (publicly), I never knew you; depart from Me, you who act wickedly [disregarding My commands]." 
(Matthew 7:22,23 [Psalm 6:8], emphasis mine) He said that many will call Him Lord and claim to have done the 
work of the Kingdom of God in Jesus’ name, but He will say to them, "Depart from Me, you workers of iniquity, 
disregarding My commands, I never knew you." 

If you are counting on the one Scripture, "And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved," 
(Acts 2:21, NIV) to save your soul and keep you out of eternal flames, you’d better look at it again. All Scriptures 
must agree. Remember our five foolish virgins who called on the name of the Lord and were cast into hell, as 
well as the many who cast out demons in His name? It is not enough to simply call Him Lord or act like you are 
a Christian, you must not only "call upon the name of the Lord [invoking, adoring, and worshiping the Lord—
Christ" (Acts 2:21 [Joel 2:28-32]), but you must love Him enough to obey Him, and obey Him completely and 
promptly with reverential awe. 

We do a lot of things for God. We do a lot of things in His name. We have a lot of good intentions and a 
lot of good programs, but do we listen to His voice and obey? What if in a moment in time, God took away 
everything He never told you to do? Would you still have your marriage, your children, your house, your job, 
your ministry? What would be left? You think you have followed God, but if He took everything out of your life 
that He didn’t tell you to do, what would be left? How much of your life is spent in obedience to something other 
than God? Does God really make every decision in your life and light a lamp under your feet, or do you just do 
things for people, or notoriety, or money? Are your programs set up because God ordained them, or because it 
worked for someone else? Do you go to church with passion and a consuming desperation to be in His presence, 
or do you simply go out of habit? How much of your life is real obedience to the revelation of God that He has 
placed within you, and how much is a farce, simply going through the motions of what you think is best? Don’t 
ever forget, that "there is a way which seems right to a man and appears straight before him, but at the end of it 
is the way of death." (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25) 

Anything short of hearing the voice of God and obeying it leads only to the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, which leads to death and destruction. 

"He became the Author and Source of eternal salvation to all those who give heed to Him and obey Him." 
(Hebrews 5:9b [Isaiah 45:17], emphasis mine) Jesus cannot be Savior if He’s not first Lord. Eternal salvation 
only belongs to those who truly make Him Lord by obeying Him. 

It’s pretty simple, pretty cut and dried, really. If we love Him, we’ll obey Him. In fact, those who love 
Him are prompt to obey Him and should be reverently fearful of not obeying our holy God. He gives eternal 
salvation to those who heed Him and obey Him. Many will say to Him on that day, "Lord, Lord," but did not do 
what He said. Truly making Him Lord is obeying Him. If we disregard His commands, He will say, "I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!" (Matthew 7:23, NIV) We’re not in the Kingdom if we’re not subject to the 
King. 

This is where we need to be very, very careful. If you just breathed your last breath and He called you to 
account right now, what would you say. "Lord, I can’t go to hell, I prophesy, I’ve laid hands on the sick and seen 
them recover, I’ve built a huge worldwide ministry, I’ve ministered to the poor, I’ve fed the sick, I’ve gone on 
missions trips, etc." So did Judas. (Luke 9:1,2; Luke 10:19,20) And God will say, "But did you obey Me?" Don’t 
forget Judas Iscariot was part of Jesus’ ministry. He knew Jesus. He walked with Him, talked with Him, and ate 
with Him. He was sent out with the others with power to lay hands on the sick and see them recover. He was 
involved with the feeding of the five thousand and the feeding of the four thousand. When he and the others came 
back from the missions trip Jesus sent them on, they raved about being able to cast out demon spirits, yet he is 
not residing in heaven today. 

In the church circles I am involved in, we believe in speaking in tongues, laying hands on the sick, 
prophesying, and casting out demons in the name of Jesus. And we should because it is Biblical. But notice what 
Jesus said in this passage of Scripture, although they did all these things in Jesus’ name and for the Kingdom, He 
said, "I never knew you; depart from Me, you who act wickedly, disregarding My commands." In one translation 
it says that although many called Him Lord and did many works in His name, they were unauthorized to do so. 
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The Power of His Name 

We have gotten very comfortable about claiming things in Jesus’ name. We claim new cars, boats, houses, 
planes, jobs, and even spouses. He gave us that authority, but we are doing it carelessly, not realizing the weight 
of what we are doing. Jesus’ name is our signet ring, given to us by our Father in heaven and we are never to use 
His name for vanity. 

In the book of Esther, God explains the significance of the signet ring. When King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) 
gave his signet ring to Haman (Esther 3:10), he gave him all the power of his kingdom. So, in the authority of the 
king’s name, as if it were the king himself, Haman sent a decree to all of the king’s chief rulers, princes, and 
governors who ruled over all of the king’s provinces "to destroy, to slay, and to do away with all Jews, both young 
and old, little children and women, in one day." (Esther 3:13b) "It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus 
and it was sealed with the king’s signet ring." (Esther 3:12b) As such, the decree went into law, never to be 
revoked. It didn’t matter whether this massacre was the king’s will or not; by using the king’s name and signet 
ring, it became a law which could not be revoked or changed. 

Sometimes we act just like Haman, so thrilled to have the King’s authority that we use it for our own 
selfish purposes. We care very little about God’s will, but would rather claim a promise out of His Word, in the 
name of Jesus, and demand our rights as God’s children. By using the name of Jesus, it is true that it will put an 
irrevocable law into affect, whether it is God’s perfect plan for us or not; but just because you do things in His 
name, does not mean that you are His. Even Judas, the Lord’s betrayer, whom Satan entered, cast out demons in 
the name of Jesus. You can demand things in His name, which we too often do, but be careful what you ask for 
because you just might get your request. "And He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their souls and 
thinned their numbers by disease and death." (Psalm 106:15 [Psalm 78:29-31]) 

When my husband and I first got married, we were very excited and anxious to become pregnant. I even 
bought a book called Supernatural Pregnancy, which laid out the Scriptures to stand on, not only to conceive, but 
also to have a pain and trouble free pregnancy and delivery. I wanted to demand my rights as a child of God and 
stand on those promises. Thankfully, the Holy Spirit intervened and asked me to lay down my "rights" so that He 
could do something far greater in my life—entrust me with His own children—the orphans of the world. So, 
although I had the "Signet Ring" and the book of promises in my hand, I laid them on the altar, removed my 
crown, and gave Him His rightful place as King of every area of my life. 

Seek the Kingdom 

In Matthew 6:33, the Bible says, "But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His 
righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken together will be given you 
besides." We quote it all of the time, but I don’t think we truly understand its meaning. We quote it because we 
want the stuff. We want to figure out a system to get the stuff we want without really seeking the kingdom. But 
what is a kingdom without a king? Who is a king unless he has subjects? The kingdom of God is His domain in 
the lives of people, when they get off their own throne and give Him the place of rulership in their lives. That is 
why the kingdom isn’t something you can see or somewhere you can go; it is within, only in those who truly 
allow Jesus to rule and reign in their lives as King. 

The problem is, even in the Christian community, we don’t want to give up the kingship of our own lives. 
But He said to seek first the Kingdom. Before anything else, before ministry, before good deeds, before good 
works, before anything, we must submit to Him. Make Him King. Submit to His authority. Obey His Word. Do 
not compromise or conform to the things of this world, because if we have truly made Jesus King of our lives, we 
are not of this world, just in it. Don’t second-guess Him. Don’t justify in your own mind what is contrary to His 
plan. Don’t exalt yourself. Stay submitted. 

In the aforementioned passage of Scripture, Jesus also says to seek after righteousness, which is being 
made right with God through submission to Jesus Christ and doing and saying what is right. After we put first 
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things first and truly submit to God, submit to His standards, line ourselves and our way of thinking up with what 
He declares to be right, just, and true, He will supply all of our physical needs. But first, see whom you are serving. 
You say you serve God, but do you really? Do you really obey Him, no matter what? Do you obey Him or your 
checkbook? Do you obey Him or your friends? Do you obey Him or your pastor? Do you really seek His will, or 
do you just hope He blesses yours? Are you His subject, or your own? 

Partial Obedience 

In the story of King Saul, God gave Saul specific instructions in 1 Samuel 15, "Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, I have considered and will punish what Amalek did to Israel, how he set himself against him in the way 
when Israel came out of Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy all they have; do not spare them, 
but kill both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and donkey. So Saul assembled the men 
and numbered them at Telaim—200,000 men on foot and 10,000 men of Judah. And Saul came to the city of 
Amalek and laid wait in the valley. Saul warned the Kenites, Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, 
lest I destroy you with them; for you showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt. So the 
Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah as far as Shur, which is 
east of Egypt. And he took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, though he utterly destroyed all the rest of the people 
with the sword. Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, oxen, fatlings, lambs, and all that was 
good, and would not utterly destroy them; but all that was undesirable or worthless they destroyed utterly. Then 
the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, I regret making Saul king, for he has turned back from following 
Me and has not performed My commands. And Samuel was grieved and angry with Saul, and he cried to the Lord 
all nightÖAnd Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, Blessed are you of the Lord. I have performed what 
the Lord ordered. And Samuel said, What then means this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the 
oxen which I hear?ÖSamuel said, Has the Lord as great a delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and teraphim (household good luck images). Because 
you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king. And Saul said to Samuel, I 
have sinned; for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people 
and obeyed their voice." (1 Samuel 15:2-11,13,14,22-24) 

Partial obedience is not obedience at all; in fact it is "evil in the Lord’s sight" (v. 19). "If you love Me, 
you will obey Me." If you really loved God, you wouldn’t _____ at all. 

Obedience to God or Man? 

The Lord told my husband and I to adopt two children from another country, particularly older children 
and those who were harder to place. We heard Him clearly, but at first, I fought it; I didn’t want to adopt, I wanted 
to bear children from my own body. Then we decided that we would do it, but only on our terms, after we bore 
our natural children first. (As if we had any power over that whatsoever. We cannot even control our next breath. 
Can we force an egg and sperm that we didn’t create to do what we want when we want it? Are we going to be 
this arrogant, wanting our own way and disobeying the greater plans of God, when we see Him face to face?) 

At first, we didn’t understand why He would choose us for such an incredible, and possibly difficult 
journey, but we wanted to please Him. When we yielded to His will, our hearts were transformed as He renewed 
our minds, and we welled up with such love for the orphans around the world that we have asked the Lord to send 
us any child who needs to be loved and treasured and brought up as a child of the Most High God. His way is 
always the best way—it doesn’t mean we will always understand His instructions, and many times even like them, 
but His ways are the best. All His ways are for our benefit and to give us a hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). 

76 
 



When we shared the good news of our upcoming adoptions with friends and family, we got a lot of ungodly 
advice, especially from "Christians". "Don’t do that!" "Don’t you want your own children?" "Don’t you know 
they could be messed up?" "You should get babies—don’t get them if they have been in an orphanage too long." 
"You should adopt children from America so they speak the language and know the culture." "I can get you a 
deal on kids from South America—I have connections down there." "I know where you can get two for the price 
of one." Blah-blah-blah. 

The easiest thing in the world is to follow the advice of shortsighted people. It is very tempting to reason 
that their advice is good and for our benefit. When we make decisions from our circumstances or our intellect, it 
makes sense and seems right. King Saul understood very well that the way that seems right to a man leads to 
destruction. He did what seemed right in his eyes and the eyes of men, and learned through losing his kingdom, 
that the only thing that matters is doing what is right in the eyes of God. 

God had handpicked children for us. In fact, His eyes went to and fro throughout the whole earth to find 
children for us and to find parents for them, even before any of us were knitted together by His hands in the secret 
places. (Jeremiah 1:5; Exodus 33:12; Isaiah 49:1,5; Romans 8:29) The union couldn’t be more perfectly ordained. 
He has promised there will be many children that He will entrust to our care and that "all your spiritual children 
shall be disciples taught by the Lord and obedient to His will, and great shall be the peace and undisturbed 
composure of your children." (Isaiah 54:13 [John 6:45]) 

Yes, it would have been easier to bear children of the flesh and not have had to be pricked and prodded 
and judged by every secular institution under the sun. Yes, it would have been easier not to spend thousands of 
dollars and months in a foreign country. Yes, it would have been easier to forget God’s call on our lives and do 
whatever we wanted to do, with no regard to our heavenly calling. Yes, it would have been easier to bring home 
babies, forgetting the hopelessness of the older children whose tears reach the very throne of God, but we would 
have been eating of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and not of the Tree of Life. He has put a call on 
our lives and I fear being outside His will more than I fear the rejection and criticism of people. I will obey the 
Lord, no matter the cost. 

What if I wouldn’t have obeyed God when He said to marry my husband? I might have married the wrong 
man—then where would I be? I would be on a road that God didn’t select for me. What if we wouldn’t have 
obeyed Him when He told us to adopt two of our children, Hannah and Kyle? Our beloved children might have 
been left in Russia, with no one to show them love and no one to tell them about a Savior named Jesus. They 
might have died young and malnourished, unloved, and unsaved. 

What if I wouldn’t have obeyed Him when He told me to quit my job? I would have been much too busy 
"making a living" to trust Him as my Provider. I certainly wouldn’t have been still enough to hear His voice to 
write any book and I wouldn’t have ever been able to speak into your life. Some things He tells us to do seem 
insignificant, but are they? How many things have I still missed? How many times have I still chosen my path 
rather than His? How often have I disobeyed my King? 

Have you obeyed men rather than God? Have you depended on Him, trusted in Him, and relied on Him 
for all of your being, or have you trusted in others or yourself to provide for you in your way? Have you been 
disobedient to the Word of the Lord? Have you reasoned in your own mind another path? Have you partially 
obeyed, not completely following through with what He has told you to do, or have you completely written it off, 
thinking maybe you never heard from Him in the first place? We can’t see the big picture—we don’t always know 
why, but if we are His servants, we must obey His commands. Is He Lord or is He not, because if He is, He 
deserves our prompt obedience to the utmost. If we love Him, we will obey Him! If we love Him, we will obey 
Him promptly with reverence and awe! 

Dear Lord, I submit to Your awesome authority right now in the name of Jesus Christ. Show me where I 
have not obeyed Your will, show me where I have had more fear of people and their opinions than of You, 
show me where I have only obeyed part of Your Word to me, show me where I have been stubborn and 
rebellious, show me where I have hardened my heart, show me people that I have not yet forgiven, show 
me where I have been a hearer and not a doer of Your Word, show me where I live in hypocrisy, show me 
where I have ought against a brother. In faith right now, Lord, I step into the revealing Light of Jesus 
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Christ. I know that I may not like what I see, but I promise that I will submit to Your authority and allow 
myself to be molded and shaped by You and You alone. Change my heart, O God. Where I have dropped 
the ball, I ask You to help me carry it again. Where I have completely rebelled against You, I ask You to 
give me another chance. Forgive me, Lord, for my disobedience. I pray that You would strengthen me in 
my inner man, make me a quick and ready hearer and doer, and help me to be an obedient servant of Your 
great grace and mercy. Thank you, in Jesus’ holy name, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- 1 Corinthians 2:9b 
- Isaiah 64:4 
- Isaiah 65:17 
- Hebrews 11:6 
- John 14:21,23,24 
- Matthew 22:37,38 
- Deuteronomy 6:5 
- Luke 22:42 
- Matthew 7:22,23 
- Psalm 6:8 
- Acts 2:21 
- Joel 2:28-32 
- Proverbs 14:12 
- Proverbs 16:25 
- Hebrews 5:9b 
- Isaiah 45:17 
- Luke 9:1,2 
- Luke 10:19,20 
- Esther 3:10,12b,13b 
- Psalm 106:15 
- Psalm 78:29-31 
- Matthew 6:33 
- 1 Samuel 15:2-11,13,14, 22-24 
- Jeremiah 29:11 
- Jeremiah 1:5 
- Exodus 33:12 
- Isaiah 49:1,5 
- Romans 8:29 
- Isaiah 54:1,13 
- John 6:45 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
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- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 12: Flirting with Selfish Ambition 

"But if you have bitter jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry, selfish ambition) in your hearts, do not 
pride yourselves on it and thus be in defiance of and false to the Truth." (James 3:14) 

Natural Prototypes 

When Jesus spoke with the woman at the well, recorded in the fourth chapter of the book of John, his intention 
was to reveal to her truths about Himself. In fact, as unlikely a candidate as she was, she was the first person 
Scripture records that He openly told that He was the Messiah. Instead of coming right out and telling her these 
deep spiritual truths (which by the way we like to do to impress people with our great Biblical knowledge and 
King James rhetoric), He talked to her about things in the natural that she could easily understand, then He moved 
into their spiritual connotations. That’s what our sweet Lord was doing in me through these three dreams—
revealing Himself. 

Dream Number Two 

In my second dream, I was flirting with a man of great importance and stature in Christian ministry. I was 
willing to know him more intimately, trying to manipulate him with my charm, but he was not interested in me 
like that. He took my hand and held it as a father holds the hand of his little girl and walked with me as if walking 
me to my first grade classroom. 

Again when I awoke, I felt weird and defiled and didn’t understand the meaning of the dream because I 
know that I don’t have a lust or flirtation problem. 

This time when I prayed for the interpretation, the Lord simply opened my eyes. I felt something like 
scales fall from my spiritual eyes so that I could see things clearly. I instantly understood. Many times when I 
ìhearî from God, I’ll get a word, or a phrase, or a Scripture, or a feeling, but this was different. It was simply 
knowing. (I think this is a tiny fragment of what God means when He says to seek after wisdom and understanding, 
not just to have insight, but to have our eyes totally opened to see things the way He sees them.) 

Through this dream, the Lord revealed to me that I was flirting with ministry. My eyes were on ministry 
and not on Him. My prayer was always for the Lord to put me into full-time ministry—that was the goal. In my 
dream, I was ready to make a commitment to the ministry, yet ministry wouldn’t have me in that way. Ministry 
was not interested in a tawdry affair or a sleazy moment in time; it was interested in a different relationship with 
me than what I thought I was seeking for. It was interested in a fatherly relationship, or that of a teacher. 

Godly Call – Worldly Ambition 

I remember not too long ago, the Lord had blessed me with such incredible insight and understanding of 
some of the Scriptures that I was sure would be a benefit to the whole body of Christ. I was so anxious to get my 
moment in the spotlight to share what the Lord had put on my heart. When I did finally get to teach in church and 
get to share my heart, I thought I would feel fulfilled—ministering even without pay. But ministry is not the end-
all; in fact, the Bible warns that many should not be teachers of others. 
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"Not many of you should become teachers (self-constituted censors and reprovers of others), my brethren, 
for you know that we [teachers] will be judged by a higher standard and with greater severity than other 
people; thus we assume the greater accountability and the more condemnation." (James 3:1) 

Now, you should know that I am a very ambitious person, which can be both good and very bad. In the 
world, I earned two college degrees, started my own small business corporation at age twenty-one, and have 
always worked very hard to make my own way. After running my own interior design business, I went into 
management. I managed everything from a real estate office to a physical therapy office to an international jewelry 
design showroom to a ski resort association. In spite of all of my hard work and perseverance, each thing I had 
tried to do had only been meagerly successful before failing completely, because none of these temporary 
assignments were God’s plan for my life. 

After I became a Christian and I got the call to go into ministry, that ambitious spirit followed me. I 
became single-minded on reaching that goal. I began teaching Children’s Church, volunteering for Young Life 
camp, and working with the local youth group. I also started volunteering as a counselor at a crisis pregnancy 
center. I was so excited about the opportunity to minister to girls in crisis, particularly those contemplating 
abortion, that I read all of the information, prepared to share my own story, and waited and prayed to be used by 
God. I went in week after week praying for the Lord to send some precious soul in need so that I could minister 
to her and help to bring healing and restoration in her life. Little did I know that the Lord had other plans. He did 
a wonderful work in my heart and then moved me on without helping a soul. I was so disappointed and curious 
about God’s plan—that is until He gave me the ability to look back on it through the eyes of understanding. 

The Lord saw my zeal for ministry and the ambitious nature of my heart. I wanted to "move up the ranks", 
be put on the Board of Directors, speak in the schools, and eventually become the Director. The Lord knew that 
particular ministry, wonderful as it is, is not my calling. I would have gotten out of God’s perfect plan and shoved 
a lot of good people out of the way to get to the top of that ministry, just to later find out that I had failed again, 
because it was not in His plan. 

Then I thought, "If I can just get on TV and share my heart with the world, then I’ll have made it." There 
are plenty of wonderful ministries faithfully spreading the good news of Jesus Christ to the four corners of the 
earth, and I was blessed to share my testimony on a worldwide platform, but that is not the goal. Standing on a 
stage and ministering to thousands upon thousands is not the goal. Having a radio broadcast or a television show 
or crusades or invitations to preach is not the goal. The goal is to seek the face of God Almighty. 

The Lord showed me through my dream that even though my heart was to follow the Great Commission 
and that I wanted to do my part to advance the Kingdom of God, I had gotten my eyes off of Jesus. Although I 
prayed and was trying not to step out and do things in my own strength, I was in spiritual adultery—flirting with 
the job of ministry instead of just loving our Great Minister. 

I didn’t realize that the ambition to succeed in ministry was rebellion against God, and evil, right out of 
the pit of hell. "But if you have bitter jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry, selfish ambition) in your hearts, do 
not pride yourselves on it and thus be in defiance of and false to the Truth. This superficial wisdom is not such as 
comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual (animal), even devilish (demonical). For wherever there is 
jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry and selfish ambition), there will also be confusion (unrest, disharmony, 
rebellion) and all sorts of evil and vile practices." (James 3:14-16) 

I even have to be careful in writing this book. You see, even if we are doing what the Lord has called us 
to do, the motivations of our heart can become corrupted. I’m not writing this book for fame, money, or glory. 
I’m not writing this book to go on book tours and TV shows to promote its sales. I’m certainly not writing this 
book to win friends and influence people. In fact, if there was any way I could get out of it, I would. I have even 
shelved it for years, making sure that God’s timing, my motivations, and the hearts of His people were ready. I’m 
writing this book only because God has put this word on my heart for the body of Christ in this season. My prayer 
is that one person’s heart can be changed through this book, even if that one person is me. 

Maybe you went into ministry for all of the right reasons, but how about now? Do you really pray and let 
God make every decision? Is it your ministry or is it His? Are you out to please people or please God, because I 
guarantee you can’t do both—just ask Moses. 
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So many mistake the work of the ministry for the presence of God. Have you gotten so caught up in your 
calling that you can’t hear the Voice that called you in the first place? Are you so ambitious to get ahead, that you 
have lost the very heart of Christ, rebelling against the One you think you’re serving? Be humbled before Him 
and He will raise you up. "For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled (ranked below others who are 
honored or rewarded), and he who humbles himself (keeps a modest opinion of himself and behaves accordingly) 
will be exalted (elevated in rank)." (Luke 14:11) 

Our God is a jealous God; jealous even of the things you think you are doing for Him. Check your heart. 
Are you really doing it for Him? Are you really doing it with Him? Is He really doing it through you? 

Only a Sheep Dog 

I have a word of caution for you leaders. Jesus is the Shepherd of the people. You are the sheep dog. Don’t 
let any person follow you, but simply lead them to Christ so they can follow Him. Don’t forget that God is jealous 
and He won’t let anyone—no matter what your position, no matter your standing, no matter how many people 
are in your congregation—steal the glory from Him and He won’t share the spotlight. He still sits on the throne, 
and believe it or not, He can do it all, with or without you. Church is not about your ideas, your programs, your 
needs, or your blessings. It is about God and it is for Him. 

Of No Reputation 

Lately, in my prayer time, a peculiar prayer has been coming out of my mouth, and I believe it is God-
breathed. "Make me of no reputation, Lord. Make me of no reputation." I pray that I never receive center stage, 
but work with the orphans and the downtrodden. I pray that no one will know my face or know my name, that I 
will not have the temptation of my own pride and ego to distract me from my mission for God. Jesus made Himself 
of no reputation to come to this earth and die for my sins. 

"Who, although being essentially one with God and in the form of God [possessing the fullness of the 
attributes which make God God], did not think this equality with God was a thing to be eagerly grasped 
or retained, but stripped Himself of all privileges and rightful dignity, so as to assume the guise of a 
servant (slave), in that He became like men and was born a human being. And after He had appeared in 
human form, He abased and humbled Himself still further and carried his obedience to the extreme of 
death, even the death of the cross!" (Philippians 2:6-8) 

The least I can do is to make myself of no reputation also. The least I can do is give Him an empty vessel 
through which He can work. I pray that this girl that I am would continue to die daily, to make more room for my 
Savior to live in me. I pray that as you read the words spoken through my fingers, or hear the words spoken 
through my lips, or see me face to face, all you would see and all you would hear is Jesus. I’m not there yet, but 
that is my goal. 

"Therefore, my dear ones, as you have always obeyed my suggestions, so now, not only with the 
enthusiasm you would show in my presence but much more because I am absent, work out (cultivate, carry 
out to the goal, and fully complete) your own salvation with reverence and awe and trembling (self-
distrust, with serious caution, tenderness of conscience, watchfulness against temptation, timidly 
shrinking from whatever might offend God and discredit the name of Christ). [Not in your own strength] 
for it is God Who is all the while effectually at work in you [energizing and creating in you the power and 
desire], both to will and to work for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight. Do all things without 
grumbling and faultfinding and complaining [against God] and questioning and doubting among 
yourselves, that you may show yourselves to be blameless and guileless, innocent and uncontaminated, 
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children of God without blemish (faultless, unrebukable) in the midst of a crooked and wicked generation 
[spiritually perverted and perverse], among whom you are seen as bright lights (stars or beacons shining 
out clearly) in the dark world." (Philippians 2:12-15) 

Dearest Heavenly Father, please forgive the sins of my heart. Forgive me for taking my eyes off of Jesus. 
Forgive me for getting carried away by the assignment rather than the Assigner. Forgive me for wanting 
to establish my own glory in your kingdom, disguised as ministry. Forgive me for wanting to speak more 
than to listen. Forgive me for letting what You have called me to do become my focus. Forgive me for 
flirting with ministry more than loving You, my Great Minister and the Lover of my soul. Forgive me for 
taking Your work into my own hands. Forgive me for letting other people’s opinions alter Your vision for 
my life and Your ministry. Forgive me for not allowing You to use me simply as a vessel of Your perfect 
plan. Forgive me for having an agenda. Forgive me for my selfish ambitions. Forgive me for using Your 
name and Your ministry for vanity. Change my heart, O God, and keep me from idols. Keep me from every 
unclean thing and from lying to myself. Give me eyes to see things as You see them, even if it reveals the 
wickedness in my own heart. Give me insight and understanding into Your ways and Your plans. Help me 
to be a vessel fit for the King of Glory. Help me to hear Your voice clearly, so that I would only follow the 
voice of my Good Shepherd; the voice of another I will not follow or obey. Help me to love You with all 
of my heart, soul, mind, and strength. Use me for Your glory and Yours alone. Cleanse me now, dear Lord, 
and make me white as snow in Your holy presence. Again I lay myself on Your altar, but this time I also 
submit the ministry you have placed in my heart to Your total and complete authority. Thank You for the 
call You have put on my life. Help me to obey You and serve You in a way that is pleasing to You. I offer 
myself as a living sacrifice, a sweet savor to Your nose. Thank you for molding me the way You want me. 
In Jesus’ name I pray and thank You, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- James 3:1,14,16 
- Luke 14:11 
- Philippians 2:6-8,12-15 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 13: Unholy Conception 

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly perverse and corrupt and severely, mortally sick! 
Who can know it [perceive, understand, be acquainted with his own heart and mind]?" (Jeremiah 17:9 

[Matthew13:15-17; Mark 7:21-23; Ephesians 4:20-24]) 

Dream Number Three 

In dream number three, I again was in the arms of another man, yet really intimate this time--I mean REALLY. 
This man’s back was broad and strong. My husband opened the door and caught me right in the middle of my sin. 
He pulled me out of the bed, naked and filthy with my own shame, and pulled me to him. He wrapped his arms 
around me, told me that he still loved me and that he forgave me. I tried to push away from him—my sin was too 
great and his compassion confused me. I was naked and filthy and I could smell a stench of sin and shame in the 
room, yet his arms of love, forgiveness, and acceptance were open to me; the choice was mine. 

In this dream the “other man” represented the gifts of the Holy Spirit, particularly for me, prophecy. 
Several years ago I began to pray for the gift of prophecy. I wanted to be a prophet of the Lord because the gift 
seemed so powerful, so big, and so strong. I believe that the Lord is sending many out as prophets of God in this 
last day, but that’s not something to jump up and down about, but to fall on our faces before Him. I believe that 
God will not speak through another man unless we are not listening to the Holy Spirit. 

In this last day, God is anointing many as prophets and sending them out with a voice of warning because 
the church is not listening to the voice of God through the Holy Spirit. The only reason that people are being 
raised up as prophets is because the disobedience of the people is breaking the heart of God. Prophecy is not 
something to look up to and admire, but a sign that we haven’t been hearing the cry of His heart. God speaking 
through the voice of a man is His final cry for the church to repent. 

Lust for the Gifts 

Maybe for you, the lure isn’t prophecy, but something else. A lot of times we Christians get caught up in 
seeking after the gifts of the Holy Spirit, seeking the blessings of God, or even seeking the manifestations of His 
presence. If we’re not careful in guarding our hearts, we can again look to His hand and not His face, which is 
idolatry and spiritual fornication. 

In my dream, prophecy seemed so big and strong and I was easily coerced into seeking it, showering my 
time and attentions on it, and sharing my love with it. I desired the gift; I lusted for the gift. I left my First Love 
to fall into a cheap encounter with His gift instead of with Him. My husband represented God, who I couldn’t 
hide my sin from. He found me out, and much to my surprise, instead of telling me of my wickedness and how 
badly I had hurt Him, He simply embraced me and told me of how much He still loved me and would take me 
back. 

Our Forgiving Husband 

What a beautiful and challenging look into the character of God Almighty! We have all sinned against 
Him many times. We have all gone astray. We have all put Him on the backburner, disgraced Him, shamed Him, 
disgusted Him, and hurt Him. His hurt is real and I don’t want to diminish it in any way, because if this series of 
dreams has shown me anything at all, it is how often and how badly we hurt the heart of God and don’t even 
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realize it. The pain to Him is just as real, and so much more intense, than how it would have devastated my 
husband if I had done these despicable things against him. I can’t even stomach doing something so selfish and 
hurtful to the man I have committed my life to love and cherish, yet we have committed our eternity to the One 
who loved us enough to die for us, and still we continue to break His heart by not loving Him more than everything 
else. Unfathomably, no matter how many times we put Him on the backburner, disgrace Him, shame Him, disgust 
Him, and hurt Him, He still is there to offer His love and forgiveness. 

It reminds me of the book of Hosea. God told Hosea to marry a prostitute named Gomer. Hosea did as the 
Lord had told him, married her, loved her and cared for her. In doing so, undoubtedly he became the laughing 
stock of the town and was probably a disgrace to his family and friends. As a prophet of God, I’m sure the church 
was not quick to accept his new lifestyle. 

You’d think that his wife, saved from a life of bondage and prostitution, would be so grateful for all that 
he had done for her that she’d become the perfect wife and mother and care for him and love him all the days of 
her life. To the contrary, she didn’t really change on the inside and would run off in the middle of the night to 
fulfill the excitement and lust that still drew her to prostitution. Brokenhearted, Hosea continued to do as the Lord 
instructed him—go and get her, bring her home, care for her, and love her. He continued to do these things and 
she continued to run back to her old life again and again and break his heart. God said that now Hosea would 
understand, as a prophet of God, how God feels for His people. 

"Then said the Lord to me, Go again, love the same woman [Gomer] who is beloved of a paramour and 
is an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods..." (Hosea 
3:1a) 

How many times have you committed spiritual adultery against your Husband? How often have you lusted 
after the gift of tongues, the gift of prophecy, the gift of healing, the goose bumps, and the blessings of His hand? 
How often have you pimped God—loving Him just to get His gifts from Him? How often do you cry out to Him 
and plead with Him and beg Him until He gives you what you want, then run back into the arms of the world, 
leaving your loving God after you have gotten your own needs met and satisfied? How often do you run away 
and leave Him brokenhearted? How often has He had to come back and get you? How often have the angels in 
heaven gasped as He made Himself of no reputation and went back out into the night to pull His wife out of 
another man’s bed? 

In my dream, as my husband held out his forgiveness and love to me, as I felt nothing but shame and 
remorse, I had a choice to make. I wanted to push him away and run. Run away so he couldn’t see my nakedness. 
Run away so he couldn’t smell my shame. Run away so I didn’t have to face those eyes—those eyes of pure love. 

God has pulled you out of your sin, exposed your nakedness and the filth of your affair. He has uncovered 
your lusting for the things of this world, the affair with the pleasures of the flesh, the longings of the old selfish 
nature, and even the lust for the blessings of His hand. His arms are now open wide and He offers no 
condemnation, or anger, or pain, only love. His hurt is there, and it is real. The pain in His heart for our 
unfaithfulness is more than we can ever imagine, but He has chosen to remember it no more. The choice is yours. 
Will you accept His forgiveness and let Him cover your transgressions, or will you flee from the arms of a loving 
God, overwhelmed by your own guilt and shame? 

You can’t hide from Him. He knows everything about you, even what you don’t know about yourself. In 
fact, you don’t even know what lurks in your heart, for the depths of the human heart no man knows. "The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly perverse and corrupt and severely, mortally sick! Who can 
know it [perceive, understand, be acquainted with his own heart and mind]?" (Jeremiah 17:9 [Matthew 13:15-
17; Mark 7:21-23; Ephesians 4:20-24]) 

Only God truly knows your heart. You lie naked and bare before Him, whether you want to or not. Every 
thought, every word, every deed that you have ever committed is written in His book. Although He knows all and 
has seen with His Own eyes your unfaithfulness to Him and the lust and fornication in your heart against Him, 
His arms of love and forgiveness and acceptance are open to you. 
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Go and Sin No More 

In John, Chapter 8, the scribes and Pharisees brought a woman to Jesus who had been caught in the very 
act of adultery. They demanded that she be stoned to death according to the Law of Moses. Jesus said, "Let him 
who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her." (John 8:7b) Jesus was the only One there 
without sin. He had the authority to punish her for her crime, yet He opened up His loving arms to her, forgave 
her, and said, "I do not condemn you either. Go on your way and from now on sin no more." (John 8:11b) 

I believe that we must not take advantage of the grace of God. "We should not tempt the Lord [try His 
patience, become a trial to Him, critically appraise Him, and exploit His goodness]." (1 Corinthians 10:9a) "For 
it is impossible to restore and bring again to repentance those who have been once for all enlightened, who have 
consciously tasted the heavenly gift and have become sharers of the Holy Spirit, and have felt how good the Word 
of God is and the mighty powers of the age and world to come, if they then deviate from the faith and turn away 
from their allegiance—it is impossible to bring them back to repentance, for (because, while, as long as) they nail 
upon the cross the Son of God afresh [as far as they are concerned] and are holding Him up to contempt and 
shame and public disgrace." (Hebrews 6:4-6) 

The Child of Flesh vs. The Child of Spirit 

In Galatians, the Apostle Paul, through the Holy Spirit, explains to the church the difference between the 
children of Abraham: Ishmael, the child of the flesh, and Isaac, the child of promise. "But whereas the child of 
the slave woman was born according to the flesh and had an ordinary birth, the son of the free woman was born 
in fulfillment of the promiseÖYet just as at that time the child of ordinary birth born according to the flesh despised 
and persecuted him who was born remarkably according to the promise and the working of the Holy Spirit, so it 
is now also. But what does the Scripture say? Cast out and send away the slave woman and her son, for never 
shall the son of the slave woman be heir and share the inheritance with the son of the free woman." (Galatians 
4:23,29,30 [Genesis 21:9,10]) 

What you are trying to birth through your own means, your own strength, your own will, not only is 
contrary to God, because the things of the flesh are contrary to the things of the Spirit, but it actually persecutes 
and wars against the child that is born of the Spirit. Whatever you are trying to do on your own is not only 
hindering, but is trying to kill the purposes and plans of God! 

Please hear me. If the Lord has revealed wicked and ugly things in your heart, please don’t turn away. 
Don’t choose to avoid it. Don’t choose to continue in it. Get on your face before God and let Him rip it out of the 
depths of your being. He won’t do it unless you are desperate to be free from it. You must hate it with the depth 
of your soul, because, "the doings (practices) of the flesh are clear (obvious): they are immorality, impurity, 
indecency, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger (ill temper), selfishness, divisions (dissensions), party 
spirit (factions, sects with peculiar opinions, heresies), envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you 
beforehand, just as I did previously, that those who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." 
(Galatians 5:19-21) 

Humble Yourself 

"You are like unfaithful wives having illicit love affairs with the world and breaking your marriage vow 
to God! Do you not know that being the world’s friend is being God’s enemy? So whoever chooses to be 
a friend of the world takes his stand as an enemy of God. Or do you suppose that the Scripture is speaking 
to no purpose that says, The Spirit Whom He has caused to dwell in us yearns over us and He yearns for 
the Spirit to be welcome with a jealous love? But He gives us more and more grace (power of the Holy 
Spirit, to meet this evil tendency and all others fully). That is why He says, God sets Himself against the 
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proud and haughty, but gives grace continually to the lowly (those who are humble enough to receive it). 
So be subject to God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him], and he will flee from you. Come close to 
God and He will come close to you. Recognize that you are sinners, get your soiled hands clean; realize 
that you have been disloyal, wavering individuals with divided interests, and purify your hearts of your 
spiritual adultery. As you draw near to God, be deeply penitent and grieve, weep over your disloyalty. Let 
your laughter be turned to grief and your mirth to dejection and heartfelt shame for your sins. Humble 
yourselves, feeling very insignificant in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you [He will lift you 
up and make your lives significant]." (James 4:4-10 [Jeremiah 3:14; Hosea 2:19; Proverbs 3:34]) 

Read it again, the Word of the Lord said that He will not give grace to those who have pride in their hearts! 
The power of God to overcome these evil tendencies is only available to the humble. Humble yourself in the sight 
of the Lord. Don’t push Him away, "For the Lord corrects and disciplines everyone whom He loves, and He 
punishes, even scourges, every son whom He accepts and welcomes to His heart and cherishes. He disciplines us 
for our certain good, that we may become sharers in His own holiness. For the time being no discipline brings 
joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness—in conformity to God’s will in purpose, 
thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God]. So see to it that you do not reject Him 
or refuse to listen to and heed Him Who is speaking to you now. For if they [the Israelites] did not escape when 
they refused to listen and heed Him Who warned and divinely instructed them here on earth [revealing with 
heavenly warnings His will], how much less shall we escape if we reject and turn our backs on Him Who cautions 
and admonishes us from heaven?…Let us therefore…offer to God pleasing service and acceptable worship, with 
modesty and pious care and godly fear and awe; for our God is indeed a consuming fire." (Hebrews 
12:6,10b,11,25,28,29 [Deuteronomy 4:24]) 

Cleansing Fire—Preparation for True Intimacy 

He did it for love. It was His love for you that brought Him to a manger as a Babe. It was His love for you 
that hung Him on a cross to take your sins and your shame onto His Own body on the tree of reproach. It is His 
love for you that cleanses you with Fuller’s soap and the washing of the water by the Word of God. It is His love 
for you that burns off the dross in the Refiner’s fire. It is His love for you that keeps seeking you out in the night, 
lovingly bringing you back to His side. 

It is His love that drives Him. It is His love for you that sent Him to the depths of hell in your place. It is 
His love for you that is calling your name and opening your eyes wide so that you can be cleansed from your guilt 
and shame and come into more intimate fellowship with Him. 

Look into His eyes and see His face. Look in front of you—His arms are opened wide. He offers His love 
and acceptance and forgiveness. Remember, you cannot cleanse yourself, but you can allow Him access so that 
He can cleanse you and make sure you are ready at His coming. His Bride must not have one spot, one blemish, 
or one wrinkle. She must be pure. She must be chaste. She must be holy. She must be ready. 

Are you willing to let Him rip every shred of evil out of you so that He can show you his unending love 
and mercy and be intimate with you, or are you going to hold onto the wickedness in your heart and turn your 
back on your loving Husband? His arms are opened wide and He is waiting for your response. It is His love for 
you that wants you to be pure and holy and spotless so that when that day comes, you will be a Bride fit for the 
King of Glory. His arms are open wide. Will you come? 

Heavenly Father, forgive me for the wickedness of my heart. Forgive me for lusting after your gifts and 
treating you like a pimp. Forgive me for only coming to You when I wanted something from Your hand. 
Forgive me for being so foolish and full of pride that I didn’t even recognize the sin in my own heart. Rip 
out this old, wicked, deceitful heart and give me a heart of flesh, prompt to obey and responsive to Your 
Spirit. Teach me Your ways and bury Your Word in my heart that I will not sin against You anymore. I 
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repent from my wickedness. I repent from lusting after the things of this world, the pleasures of this life, 
the old selfish nature, and even making idols of Your very blessings. I turn from following man and submit 
to Your authority. Don’t let me conceive and produce false fruit from my own ideas, my own beliefs, my 
own pride and my own foolishness. Don’t let me conceive from the ideas and plans of men. Don’t let me 
eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, while I’m in the very reach of the Tree of Life. I will 
follow You and seek after You with all of my heart. Feed me from the Tree of Life. Only let me bear fruit 
of Your tree. Only let me bring forth a harvest of righteousness. Cleanse my heart and restore a right 
spirit within me. Give me a love for You so great, that my heart nearly bursts. Give me the ability to hear 
Your voice more clearly and discern deception immediately. Give me the mind of Christ that I cannot be 
swayed or deceived. Keep me close to Your heart and wrap me in Your loving arms. I lay my life on Your 
operating table, Lord. Do surgery on me now, I beg of you. Don’t leave anything in me that You didn’t 
plant in me. Rip out the old, stony heart and give me a heart of flesh. I lay myself bare and naked before 
You. Search my heart, O God, and see if there is any wicked or hurtful way in me. Rip it from the depths 
of my being and lead me in the way everlasting. I give You praise and thank You for chastening me and 
calling me into greater relationship with You. I love You and praise Your holy name, in Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: Jeremiah 17:9 
 
- Matthew 13:15-17 
- Mark 7:21-23 
- Ephesians 4:20-24 
- Hosea 3:1a 
- John 8:11 
- 1 Corinthians 10:9a 
- Hebrews 6:4-6 
- John 5:14b 
- Galatians 4:23,29,30 
- Genesis 21:9,10 
- Galatians 5:19-21 
- James 4:4-10 
- Jeremiah 3:14 
- Hosea 2:19 
- Proverbs 3:34 
- Hebrews 12:6,10b,11,25,28,29 
- Deuteronomy 4:24 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
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- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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Chapter 14: His Beckoning Cry 

Hear the cry of His holy heart. The marriage supper of the Lamb is quickly approaching... 

No Turning Back 

His loving heart is beckoning you close, into the very innermost chamber of the Lord. His arms are outstretched, 
offering His forgiveness, His grace, and the grand sum of all that He Is. His part is complete. Now it’s up to you. 

Just as in my dream, the eyes of pure love and the offer of forgiveness can be confusing. We want to run; 
we want to cover our nakedness and hide our shame, but we must be very, very careful as we stand at this 
crossroads—aware of our filth and shame—because our God is love, but He is also a consuming fire. 

"Do not harden your hearts, as happened in the rebellion of Israel and their provocation and embitterment 
of Me in the day of testing in the wilderness, where your fathers tried my patience and tested My 
forbearance and found I stood their test, and they saw My works for forty years. And so I was provoked 
(displeased and sorely grieved) with that generation, and said, They always err and are led astray in their 
hearts, and they have not perceived or recognized My ways and become progressively better and more 
experimentally and intimately acquainted with them. Accordingly, I swore in My wrath and indignation, 
They shall not enter into My rest. Therefore beware brethren, take care, lest there be in any one of you a 
wicked, unbelieving heart [which refuses to cleave to, trust in, and rely on Him], leading you to turn away 
and desert or stand aloof from the living God. But instead warn (admonish, urge, and encourage) one 
another every day, as long as it is called Today, that none of you may be hardened into settled rebellion 
by the deceitfulness of sin [by the fraudulence, the stratagem, the trickery which the delusive glamor of 
his sin may play on him]. For we have become fellows with Christ (the Messiah) and share in all He has 
for us, if only we hold our first newborn confidence and original assured expectation [in virtue of which 
we are believers] firm and unshaken to the end. Then while it is still called Today, if you would hear His 
voice and when you hear it, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion in the desert, when the people 
provoked and irritated and embittered God against them. For who were they who heard and yet were 
rebellious and provoked Him? Was it not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? And with whom 
was He irritated and provoked and grieved for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose 
dismembered bodies were strewn and left in the desert? And to whom did He swear that they should not 
enter His rest, but to those who disobeyed [who had not listened to His word and who refused to be 
compliant or be persuaded]? So we see that they were not able to enter into His rest, because of their 
unwillingness to adhere to and trust in and rely on God [unbelief had shut them out]. Therefore, while the 
promise of entering His rest still holds and is offered today, let us be afraid to distrust it, lest any of you 
should think he has come too late and has come short of reaching it. For indeed we have had the glad 
tidings [Gospel of God] proclaimed to us just as truly as they [the Israelites of old did when the good 
news of deliverance from bondage came to them]; but the message they heard did not benefit them, 
because it was not mixed with faith (with the leaning of the entire personality on God in absolute trust 
and confidence in His power, wisdom, and goodness) by those who heard it; neither were they united in 
faith with the ones [Joshua and Caleb] who heard (did believe)ÖLet us therefore be zealous and exert 
ourselves and strive diligently to enter that rest of God, to know and experience it for ourselves, that no 
one may fall or perish by the same kind of unbelief and disobedience [into which those in the wilderness 
fell]ÖLet us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of 
God’s unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy for our failures and find grace to help 
in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it]." 
(Hebrews 3:8-4:2; 4:11,16 [Psalm 95:7-11; Numbers 14:1-35]) 
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Your Groom Awaits 

The table is set, for God said He would prepare a table for you in the presence of your enemies. (Psalm 
23:5) The banquet feast is prepared. The guests are invited. The Dowry is paid. The date is set. The clock is 
ticking. 

Have you made yourself ready? The Bride must make herself ready. The day is quickly approaching when 
God will present the Bride of Christ to His beloved Son, Jesus, the King of Kings. He will present a beautiful 
Bride, adorned in white, covered in jewels, bathed in fragrant oils, without spot, or wrinkle, or blemish of any 
kind. Prepare your heart and let Him transform you into a Bride fit for the King of Glory. Get ready—His wedding 
day is quickly approaching and His beautiful voice is beckoning you ever closer into His glorious and magnificent 
presence! 

Dear Heavenly Father, I submit myself totally and completely to Your will and Your way, for Your ways 
are so much higher than my ways as the heavens are above the earth. Mold me, shape me, cleanse me, 
and correct me, because my heart’s desire is to make myself ready for the Lamb of Glory. Show me my 
faults and the wicked places in my heart. Show me where I have held back and not completely submitted 
to You. Iron out the wrinkles in my heart, the hurts that I have held on to and the weaknesses of my flesh. 
Wash me with the water of the Word of God and scrub me with Fuller’s soap. Cleanse every sin in thought, 
word, and deed out of my life. Refine me with the fire of Your holiness, that I will come forth pure as gold. 
Fill me to overflowing with Your precious Holy Spirit that this lamp of my earthen vessel would not grow 
dim. Make me a light on a hill, that others would see my good works and glorify You, my Father, Who is 
in heaven. Set me apart and make me holy, consecrated for Your use. Burn within me, Lord, a flame that 
can never die out. Make me so hungry for You and Your ways that I cannot sleep or eat without being 
enveloped in Your arms of love. Give me a greater love for all of Your children, because You said that by 
our love for one another, all men would know that we are Your disciples. Help me to be disciplined in my 
walk with You, following hard after You. Help me to grow more in love with You with every breath I 
breathe. Help me to die more to my flesh, my self, and my self-centered desires every day, so that You can 
increase and become more prominent in me. Help me to love You and obey You more than my flesh, more 
than my circumstances, more than the pleasures of this corrupted world. Plant in my heart Your desires, 
so that I might seek after those things that are pleasing to You with all my heart. Show me Your face, Lord. 
Show me Your heart. Change my heart to line up with Yours. Help me to despise those things You hate 
and love those things that You hold dear and holy. Help me to not take lightly what You have set apart as 
sacred and holy. Burn in me a passionate desire for true intimacy with You, as dear lovers. Keep me from 
idols and any unclean thing. Rip out of me anything that You didn’t plant in me. Give me a hunger and a 
passion to draw near to You as you draw near to me. Give me a love for You and You alone that no person, 
program, or product can ever fill. Give me a greater love for the Giver of the gifts and help me to not seek 
after Your hand, but Your face. Give me a greater passion for Your presence than Your power, for Your 
heart than Your hand. Help me to lean on, trust in, and rely on You for every single need and desire in my 
life. Keep my eyes on Jesus and bury Your Word in my heart that I might not sin against You. Help me to 
hear Your voice more clearly and obey quickly. Help me to not just be a hearer of Your Word, but a doer. 
If I have grown lukewarm, Lord, light a fire within my soul that burns forever and forever for the King of 
Glory. Clothe me in Your robe of righteousness, wash me, make me a ready bride fit and prepared and 
suited for the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, Jesus Christ. Thank You for Your precious hand of 
love, protection, and blessing upon me. Thank You for calling me by name and pulling me out of the miry 
clay. Thank You for calling me to be Your own and making me a brand new creature in Christ Jesus my 
Lord. Lord, this day I give you all of me, a living sacrifice. Take my hands, Lord, let them touch who You 
want to touch, let them write what You want them to write, let them feed who You want them to feed, let 
them comfort who You want them to comfort, let them give ungrudgingly what You want them to give, let 
them remember the pain You felt as Your hands were pierced with nails for me. I give You my feet, Lord. 
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Let them take me wherever You want me to go, let them run from evil and run to do good. Keep them shod 
with the gospel of peace that I might be quick to bring the glad tidings of the gospel to those in need. Give 
me beautiful feet, Lord, bringing the Gospel to a hurting world. Make my feet strong to stand for 
righteousness and justice. Give me hinds’ feet, Lord, to stand on Your high places. Don’t let me ever forget 
the nails that pierced through Your feet for me, Lord. I give you my knees, Lord, that they might be quick 
to kneel and humble myself in Your holy presence. I give you my mind to purify it and give me the mind of 
Christ. I submit every thought to the captivity of Christ, in Jesus’ name. I give You my eyes, Lord. Let them 
not look on evil or see through the filter of criticism and judgment. Let them be quick to acknowledge and 
remove the beam in them, before removing the speck from the eye of a brother. I give You my lips to sing 
forth Your praises in the assembly, to shout Your glory from the rooftops, and to speak freely of Your truth 
and love with boldness and power. Keep a guard on my lips that I not speak out anything untrue or 
perverse or idle. Use my lips as the pen of a ready writer to proclaim Your Good News to the nations. Let 
me speak forth blessings, not cursings, good, not evil. I give You my tongue, Lord. I submit the unruly evil 
that no man can tame into Your hands. I offer it to You. Use it as You want. Speak with any language You 
want. Tame my tongue with the power of Your Spirit that it may bless You and speak forth the very oracles 
of God. I give You my heart, Lord. Take the old, stony, wicked heart that no man knows, and give me a 
new heart, yielded, submitted, and consecrated for Your use. I give You the very breath in my lungs. Don’t 
let me waste it. You know when I will breathe my last, so make every one count for You and for Your 
kingdom. I give myself to You wholly, unreservedly, with total abandon. Take me, use me, mold me, shape 
me, however You desire. I love You and I will worship and adore You all the days of my life, in Jesus’ 
name I pray, Amen. 

Study Guide 

Please look these Scriptures up in your favorite translation for further study: 
 
- Hebrews 3:8-4:2 
- Hebrews 4:11,16 
- Psalm 95:7-11 
- Numbers 14:1-35 
- Psalm 23:5 

 
Journal 

 
- What do I believe God is revealing to me? 
 
- What do I believe the Holy Spirit is convicting me of? 
 
- What are some things I want to change in my life?  
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If this book has blessed you, please bless someone else with it, and please write a review on amazon.com. For 
more Bible study tools or to use this book to lead your own small group study, please go to 
www.moldableclay.com. I look forward to hearing from you! 
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